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Spring 2017
Dear Marian Helpers,

It was May 1917, the third year of the Great War. The world was suffering terrible pain. Millions were 
killed; others were struggling with the dreadful experience of war. Rulers had no idea how to finish 
this absurd cruel situation. The only solution seemed to be to keep sending more and more troops 
causing more and more casualties and more and more death. Furthermore the Revolution started in 
Russia and the collapse of the Tsar’s government brought anarchy and chaos.

Into this hopeless situation of darkness the Light appeared in a distant part of Europe. The Bright 
Lady  appeared to little shepherds in Fatima, an insignificant village in Portugal. The first words the 
shepherds heard were, “Do not be afraid. I will do you no harm!’”This is the way God comes to us – Do 
not be afraid. These words are full of power in our situations of fear or lack of hope. 

Then Our Lady asked the children, ‘to come here for six months in succession, on the 13th day, at this 
same hour’. During these apparitions Mary entrusted her messages to them: 

“to pray the Rosary every day, in order to obtain peace for the world... 
Jesus wants to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart... 
to pray, and make sacrifices for sinners; for many souls go to hell, because there are none to 
sacrifice themselves and to pray for them... 
to make the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, promising to save it by this means..." 

In the apparition of June, the Lady presented her Immaculate Heart as a “refuge and the way that […] 
will lead you to God.”

These events from Fatima in 1917 gave a new vision of the situation in the world and a renewed 
hope. They called people to convert and to return to God. We can recognise how the Light of Fatima 
changed the history of the world, how the promises of Our Lady have been fulfilled. But we can also 
see that some requests of Our Lady still need to be undertaken in our personal, family life and in the 
society around us.

As we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Apparition of Our Lady in Fatima it is good to ask 
ourselves how we understand and live Our Lady’s message today. It is not a message just for 1917. In 
the current situation of the world the call of Fatima needs to remain alight in our life.

May this issue dedicated to the Our Lady of Fatima enable us to contemplate her message in our 
times and help us rediscover the message of Fatima as this centenary invites us to do.

With God’s blessing

(Fr Andrzej Gowkielewicz MIC) 

Our Lady of Fatima,
Pray for us!
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Mary’s Message of Love
Homily of  Pope St John Paul II, Fatima, 1982
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Fátima, Portugal, 13 May 1982

Pope Saint John Paul II

On the second day of Pope Saint John Paul II’s 
pilgrimage to Portugal, the Holy Father visited the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima to commemorate in a 
very special way the first anniversary of the attempt 
on his life and the sixty-fifth anniversary of Our Lady’s 
first apparition there. During the Mass the Holy Father 
delivered the following homily. 

1. “And from that hour the disciple took her to his 
own home” (Jn 19:27).

These are the concluding words of the Gospel in 
today’s liturgy at Fatima. The disciple’s name was 

John. It was he, John, the son of Zebedee, the apostle 
and evangelist, who heard from the Cross the words 
of Christ: “Behold, your mother”. But first Christ had 
said to his Mother: “Woman, behold, your son”. This 
was a wonderful testament.

As he left this world, Christ gave to his Mother a man, 
a human being, to be like a son for her: John. He 
entrusted him to her. And, as a consequence of this 
giving and entrusting, Mary became the mother of 
John. The Mother of God became the Mother of man.

From that hour John “took her to his own home” and 
became the earthly guardian of the Mother of his 
Master; for sons have the right and duty to care for 
their mother. John became by Christ’s will the son of 
the Mother of God. And in John every human being 
became her child.

The Mother’s presence

2. The words “he took her to his own home” can be 
taken in the literal sense as referring to the place 
where he lived.

Mary’s motherhood in our regard is manifested in a 
particular way in the places where she meets us: her 
dwelling places; places in which a special presence of 
the Mother is felt.

There are many such dwelling places. They are of 
all kinds: from a special corner in the home or little 
wayside shrines adorned with an image of the Mother 
of God, to chapels and churches built in her honour. 
However, in certain places; the Mother’s presence 
is felt in a particularly vivid way. These places, 
sometimes radiate their light over a great distance 
and draw people from afar. Their radiance may extend 
over a diocese, a whole nation, or at times over 
several countries and even continents. These places 
are the Marian sanctuaries or shrines.

In all these places that unique testament of the 
Crucified Lord is wonderfully actualised: in them man 
feels that he is entrusted and confided to Mary; he 

Mary’s Message of Love

Taken from: L’Osservatore Romano, Weekly Edition in English, 17 May 1982
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goes there in order to be with her as with his Mother, 
he opens his heart to her and speaks to her about 
everything: he “takes her to his own home”, that is to 
say, he brings her into all his problems, which at times 
are difficult. His own problems and those of others. 
The problems of the family, of societies, of nations 
and of the whole of humanity.

Through God’s mercy

3. Is not this the case with the shrine at Lourdes, 
in France? Is not this the case with Jasna Gora, in 
Poland, my own country’s shrine, which this year is 
celebrating its six hundredth anniversary?

There too, as in so many other shrines of Mary 
throughout the world, the words of today’s liturgy 
seem to resound with a particularly authentic force: 
“You are the great pride of our nation” (Jdt 15:9), 
and also: “...when our nation was brought low... you 
avenged our ruin, walking in the straight path before 
our God” (Jdt 13:20).

At Fatima these words resound; as one particular 
echo of the experiences not only of the Portuguese 
nation but also of so many other countries and 
peoples on this earth: indeed, they echo the 
experience of modern mankind as a whole, the whole 
of the human family.

4. And so I come here today because on this very 
day last year, in Saint Peter’s Square in Rome, the 
attempt on the Pope’s life was made, in mysterious 
coincidence with the anniversary of the first 
apparition at Fatima, which occurred on 13 May 1917.

I seemed to recognise in the coincidence of the dates 
a special call to come to this place. And so, today I am 
here. I have come in order to thank Divine Providence 
in this place which the Mother of God seems to have 
chosen in a particular way. Misericordiae Domini, 
quia non sumus consumpti (Through God’s mercy we 
were spared - Lam 3:22), I repeat once more with the 
prophet.

I have come especially in order to confess here the 
glory of God himself: “Blessed be the Lord God, who 
created the heavens and the earth”, I say in the words 
of today’s liturgy (Jdt 13:18).

And to the Creator of heaven and earth I also raise 
that special hymn of glory which is she herself, the 
Immaculate Mother of the Incarnate Word:

“O daughter, you are blessed by the Most High God 
above all women on earth... your hope will never 
depart from the hearts of men, as they remember the 
power of God. May God grant this to be a perpetual 
honour to you” (Jdt 18:20).

At the basis of this song of praise, which the Church 
lifts up with joy here as in so many other places on 
the earth, is the incomparable choice of a daughter of 
the human race to be the Mother of God.

And therefore let God above all be praised: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.

May blessing and veneration be given to Mary, the 
model of the Church, as the “dwelling-place of the 
Most Holy Trinity”.

Spiritual motherhood

5. From the time when Jesus, dying on the Cross, 
said to John: “Behold, your mother”; from the time 
when “the disciple took her to his own home”, the 
mystery of the spiritual motherhood of Mary has 
been actualised boundlessly in history. Motherhood 
means caring for the life of the child. Since Mary is 
the mother of us all, her care for the life of man is 
universal. The care of a mother embraces her child 
totally. Mary’s motherhood has its beginning in her 
motherly care for Christ. In Christ, at the foot of the 
Cross, she accepted John, and in John she accepted 
all of us totally. Mary embraces us all with special 
solicitude in the Holy Spirit. For as we profess in our 
Creed, he is “the giver of life”. It is he who gives the 
fullness of life, open towards eternity.

Mary’s spiritual motherhood is therefore a sharing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, of “the giver of life”. 
It is the humble service of her who says of herself: 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord” (Lk 1:38).

In the light of the mystery of Mary’s spiritual 
motherhood, let us seek to understand the 
extraordinary message, which began on 13 May, 
1917 to resound throughout the world from Fatima, 
continuing for five months until 13 October of the 
same year.

Convert and repent

6. The Church has always taught and continues 
to proclaim that God’s revelation was brought to 
completion in Jesus Christ, who is the fullness of 
that revelation, and that “no new public revelation 
is to be expected before the glorious manifestation 
of our Lord” (Dei Verbum, 4). The Church evaluates 
and judges private revelations by the criterion of 
conformity with that single public Revelation.

If the Church has accepted the message of Fatima, 
it is above all because that message contains a truth 
and a call whose basic content is the truth and the 
call of the Gospel itself.

“Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15): these 
are the first words that the Messiah addressed to 
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humanity. The message of Fatima is, in its basic 
nucleus, a call to conversion and repentance, as in 
the Gospel. This call was uttered at the beginning 
of the twentieth century, and it was thus addressed 
particularly to this present century. The Lady of the 
message seems to have read with special insight the 
“signs of the times”, the signs of our time.

The call to repentance is a motherly one, and at the 
same time it is strong and decisive. The love that 
“rejoices in the truth” (cf. 1 Cor 13:) is capable of 
being clear-cut and firm. The call to repentance is 
linked, as always, with a call to prayer. In harmony 
with the tradition of many centuries, the Lady of the 
message indicates the Rosary, which can rightly be 
defined as “Mary’s prayer”: the prayer in which she 
feels particularly united with us. She herself prays 
with us. The rosary prayer embraces the problems of 
the Church, of the See of Saint Peter, the problems of 
the whole world. In it we also remember sinners, that 
they may be converted and saved, and the souls in 
Purgatory.

The words of the message were addressed to children 
aged from seven to ten. Children, like Bernadette 
of Lourdes, are particularly privileged in these 
apparitions of the Mother of God. Hence the fact 
that also her language is simple, within the limits of 
their understanding. The children of Fatima became 
partners in dialogue with the Lady of the message 
and collaborators with her. One of them is still living.

Recommends the Rosary

7. When Jesus on the Cross said: “Woman, behold, 
your son” (Jn 19: 26), in a new way he opened his 
Mother’s Heart, the Immaculate Heart, and revealed 
to it the new dimensions and extent of the love to 
which she was called in the Holy Spirit by the power 
of the sacrifice of the Cross.

In the words of Fatima we seem to find this dimension 
of motherly love, whose range covers the whole of 
man’s path towards God; the path that leads through 
this world and that goes, through Purgatory, beyond 
this world. The solicitude of the Mother of the Saviour 
is solicitude for the work of salvation: the work of 
her Son. It is solicitude for the salvation, the eternal 
salvation, of all. Now that sixty-five years have passed 
since that 13 May 1917, it is difficult to fail to notice 
how the range of this salvific love of the Mother 
embraces, in a particular way, our century.

In the light of a mother’s love we understand the 
whole message of the Lady of Fatima. The greatest 
obstacle to man’s journey towards God is sin, 
perseverance in sin, and, finally, denial of God. The 
deliberate blotting out of God from the world of 

human thought. The detachment from him of the 
whole of man’s earthly activity. The rejection of God 
by man.

In reality, the eternal salvation of man is only in God. 
Man’s rejection of God, if it becomes definitive, leads 
logically to God’s rejection of man (cf. Mt 7:23; 10:33), 
to damnation.

Can the Mother who with all the force of the love 
that she fosters in the Holy Spirit desires everyone’s 
salvation keep silence on what undermines the very 
basis of their salvation? No, she cannot.

And so, while the message of Our Lady of Fatima is a 
motherly one, it is also strong and decisive. It sounds 
severe. It sounds like John the Baptist speaking on 
the banks of the Jordan. It invites to repentance. It 
gives a warning. It calls to prayer. It recommends the 
Rosary.

The message is addressed to every human being. 
The love of the Saviour’s Mother reaches every place 
touched by the work of salvation. Her care extends to 
every individual of our time, and to all the societies 
nations and peoples. Societies menaced by apostasy, 
threatened by moral degradation. The collapse of 
morality involves the collapse of societies.

Meaning of consecration

8. On the Cross Christ said: “Woman, behold, your 
son!” With these words he opened in a new way his 
Mother’s heart. A little later, the Roman soldier’s spear 
pierced the side of the Crucified One. That pierced 
heart became a sign of the redemption achieved 
through the death of the Lamb of God.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary, opened with the 
words “Woman, behold, your son!”, is spiritually 
united with the heart of her Son opened by the 
soldier’s spear. Mary’s Heart was opened by the same 
love for man and for the world with which Christ 
loved man and the world, offering himself for them 
on the Cross, until the soldier’s spear struck that blow.

Consecrating the world to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary means drawing near, through the Mother’s 
intercession, to the very Fountain of life that sprang 
from Golgotha. This Fountain pours forth unceasingly 
redemption and grace. In it reparation is made 
continually for the sins of the world. It is a ceaseless 
source of new life and holiness.

Consecrating the world to the Immaculate Heart 
of the Mother means returning beneath the Cross 
of the Son. It means consecrating this world to the 
pierced Heart of the Saviour, bringing it back ‘to the 
very source of its Redemption. Redemption is always 
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greater than man’s sin and the “sin of the world.” The 
power of the Redemption is infinitely superior to the 
whole range of evil in man and the world.

The Heart of the Mother is aware of this, more than 
any other heart in the whole universe, visible and 
invisible.

And so she calls us. She not only calls us to be 
converted: she calls us to accept her motherly help to 
return to the source of Redemption.

Love for all persons

9. Consecrating ourselves to Mary means accepting 
her help to offer ourselves and the whole of mankind 
to Him who is Holy, infinitely Holy; it means accepting 
her help by having recourse to her motherly Heart, 
which beneath the Cross was opened to love for 
every human being, for the whole world in order to 
offer the world, the individual human being, mankind 
as a whole, and all the nations to Him who is infinitely 
Holy. God’s holiness showed itself in the redemption 
of man, of the world, of the whole of mankind, and 
of the nations; a redemption brought about through 
the Sacrifice of the Cross. “For their sake I consecrate 
myself”, Jesus had said (Jn 17:19).

By the power of the redemption the world and man 
have been consecrated. They have been consecrated 
to Him who is infinitely Holy. They have been offered 
and entrusted to Love itself, merciful Love.

The Mother of Christ calls us, invites us to join with 
the Church of the living God in the consecration of 
the world, in this act of confiding by which the world, 
mankind as a whole, the nations, and each individual 
person are presented to the Eternal Father with the 
power of the Redemption won by Christ. They are 
offered in the Heart of the Redeemer which was 
pierced on the Cross.

Rooted in the Gospel

10. The appeal of the Lady of the message of Fatima 
is so deeply rooted in the Gospel and the whole of 
Tradition that the Church feels that the message 
imposes a commitment on her.

She has responded through the Servant of God Pius 
XII (whose episcopal ordination took place precisely 
on 13 May 1917) he consecrated the human race and 
especially the Peoples of Russia to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. Was not that consecration his response 
to the evangelical eloquence of the call of Fatima?

In its Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen 
Gentium) and its Pastoral Constitution on the Church 
in the Modern World (Gaudium et Spes) the Second 
Vatican Council amply illustrated the reasons for the 

link between the Church and the world of today. 
Furthermore, its teaching on Mary’s special place in 
the mystery of Christ and the Church bore mature 
fruit in Paul VI’s action in calling Mary Mother of the 
Church and thus indicating more profoundly the 
nature of her union with the Church and of her care 
for the world, for mankind, for each human being, 
and for all the nations what characterises them is her 
motherhood.

This brought a further deepening of understanding 
of the meaning of the act of consecrating that the 
Church is called upon to perform with the help of the 
Heart of Christ’s Mother and ours.

Many going astray

11. Today John Paul II, successor of Peter, continuer of 
the work of Pius, John, and Paul, and particular heir of 
the Second Vatican Council, presents himself before 
the Mother of the Son of God in her Shrine at Fatima. 
In what way does he come?

He presents himself, reading again with trepidation 
the motherly call to penance, to conversion, the 
ardent appeal of the Heart of Mary that resounded at 
Fatima sixty-five years ago. Yes, he reads it again with 
trepidation in his heart, because he sees how many 
people and societies—how many Christians—have 
gone in the opposite direction to the one indicated in 
the message of Fatima. Sin has thus made itself firmly 
at home in the world, and denial of God has become 
widespread in the ideologies, ideas and plans of 
human beings.

But for this very reason the evangelical call to 
repentance and conversion, uttered in the Mother’s 
message, remains ever relevant. It is still more 
relevant than it was sixty-five years ago. It is still more 
urgent. And so it is to be the subject of next year’s 
Synod of Bishops, which we are already preparing for.

The successor of Peter presents himself here also 
as a witness to the immensity of human suffering, a 
witness to the almost apocalyptic menaces looking 
over the nations and mankind as a whole. He is 
trying to embrace these sufferings with his own weak 
human heart, as he places himself before the mystery 
of the Heart of the Mother, the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary.

In the name of these sufferings and with awareness 
of the evil that is spreading throughout the world and 
menacing the individual human being, the nations, 
and mankind as a whole, Peter’s successor presents 
himself here with greater faith in the redemption of 
the world, in the saving Love that is always stronger, 
always more powerful than any evil.
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My heart is oppressed when I see the sin of the world 
and the whole range of menaces gathering like a 
dark cloud over mankind, but it also rejoices with 
hope as I once more do what has been done by my 
Predecessors, when they consecrated the world to 
the Heart of the Mother, when they consecrated 
especially to that Heart those peoples which 
particularly need to be consecrated. Doing this 
means consecrating the world to Him who is infinite 
Holiness. This Holiness means redemption. It means 
a love more powerful than evil. No “sin of the world” 
can ever overcome this Love.

Once more this act is being done. Mary’s appeal is 
not for just once. Her appeal must be taken up by 
generation after generation, in accordance with the 
ever new “signs of the times”. It must be unceasingly 
returned to. It must ever be taken up anew.

Faith of the Church

12. The author of the Apocalypse wrote: “And I saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband and I heard a loud voice from the throne www.vatican.va

saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself will be with them’” (Rev 21:2-3).

This is the faith by which the Church lives. This is the 
faith with which the People of God makes its journey.

“The dwelling of God is with men” on earth even 
now. In that dwelling is the Heart of the Bride and 
Mother, Mary, a Heart adorned with the jewel of her 
Immaculate Conception. The heart of the Bride and 
Mother which was opened beneath the Cross by the 
word of her Son to a great new love for man and the 
world. The Heart of the Bride and Mother which is 
aware of all the sufferings of individuals and societies 
on earth.

The People of God is a pilgrim along the ways of this 
world in an eschatological direction. It is making its 
pilgrimage towards the eternal Jerusalem, towards 
“the dwelling of God with men.” God will there “wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying 
nor pain any more, for the former things have passed 
away”

But at present “the former things” are still in existence. 
They it is that constitute the temporal setting of our 
pilgrimage.

For that reason we look towards “him who sits upon 
the throne and says, ‘Behold, I make all things new”’ 
(cf. Rev 21:5).

And together with the Evangelist and Apostle we try 
to see with the eyes of faith “the new heaven and the 
new earth”; for the first heaven and the first earth 
have passed away.

But “the first heaven and the first earth” still exist 
about us and within us. We cannot ignore it. But this 
enables us to recognise what an immense grace was 
granted to us human beings when, in the midst of 
our pilgrimage, there shone forth on the horizon of 
the faith of our times this “great portent, a woman” (cf. 
Rev 12:1).

Yes, truly we can repeat: “O daughter, you are blessed 
by the Most High God above all women on earth... 
walking in the straight path before our God... you 
have avenged our ruin”.

Truly indeed, you are blessed.

Yes, here and throughout the Church, in the heart of 
every individual and in the world as a whole, may you 
be blessed, O Mary, our sweet Mother.
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In 1917 when Our Lady appeared to the children 
in Fatima Portugal had been in a state of political 
turmoil for several years.

The monarchy had been overthrown in 1911 and all 
the traditional authorities challenged. The republican 
government was rabidly anti-clerical and had 
enacted laws to suppress church teaching.  

This affected all levels of government but the general 
population who were for the most part farmers and 
shepherds still practised their faith seamlessly woven 
as it was into their everyday lives.

Our Lady appeared to three children from the small 
village of Aljustrel in the parish of Fatima, and it was 
into such a family that Lucia dos Santos and her 
cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto were born.  

The children had been brought up with a strong 
sense of right and wrong and in the practice of their 
faith but they were normal children with their own 
characters and not overly pious.

They had been taught to say the rosary every day but 
being children they wanted to get on with playing 
so they just said the first lines of each of the prayers; 
literally Our Father, Hail Mary, Hail Mary, Hail Mary...
etc all the way round their beads

Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta were 10, 8 and 7 
respectively in 1917 and, in charge of the family’s 
sheep. They spent their days in the pastures and it 
was there that they had the first of three visits from 

the angel who identified himself as the Guardian of 
Portugal and who taught them the prayer :

‘My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love you.  I 
ask pardon for those who do not believe, do not 
adore, do not hope and do not love you.’

and invited them to pray and offer up sufferings for 
sinners. 

The children were in awe of the visits of the angel 
and could not speak of them. The appearances of 
Our Lady were different, more loving. It had to be 
this way. We have to be reminded that God, though 
full of mercy and love is still the Almighty, Creator of 
Heaven and earth. First the angel showed God’s Glory 
and then Our Lady spoke of His invitation to us to 
cooperate in his love for all people.

The first time they saw Our Lady was 13 May 1917, ‘a 
lady all dressed in white... more brilliant than the sun’. 
The lady told them not to be afraid.  She wouldn’t 
harm them. Lucia blurted out ‘ Where are you from?’ 
and the lady told them she was from heaven. ‘What 
do you want?’  The lady told them she wanted them 
to come back at the same time on the 13th of the 
month for the next six months and that later she 
would tell them who she was and what she wanted. 
‘Will I go to heaven?’ Lucia asked. She was told she 
would. Francisco and Jacinta would be taken soon 
but Lucia must wait. Lucia was upset to think she 
would be alone but Our Lady comforted her saying 

Fat ima
t h e  p l a c e 
t h e  m e s s a g e

by Glynn MacNiven-Johnston
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‘I will never leave you. My Immaculate Heart will be 
your refuge and lead you to God’. This is a message for 
all of us as Mary is the only person whose heart Satan 
cannot corrupt.  

The lady asked them to pray the rosary every day to 
obtain peace for the world and bring an end to the 
war.  She said this on each of the visits and on the 
sixth visit told them she was the Lady of the Rosary.  
This reminds us of the power of the rosary.

Our Lady taught the children to add this prayer at the 
end of every decade:

‘O my Jesus, forgive us our sins. Save us from the fires 
of hell. Lead all souls to heaven especially those most 
in need of thy mercy.’

However the apparitions could not be kept secret.  
Crowds of people joined the children. Many asked 
for healing and Lucia passed on their requests and 
told them Our Lady’s answer which was not always 
yes. The local priest had many doubts and horrified 
Lucia by telling her the apparitions must be demonic. 
The local mayor, wanting to suppress the religious 
fervour, had the children arrested and tried to make 
them say it was all lies. He said he would boil them 
in oil and had people scream in the background to 
emphasise his threats. The children certainly believed 
him but they courageously refused to give in.

Even Our Lady showed the children a vision of Hell; 
not to frighten them but to show them they needed 
to pray for sinners.  

The children entered into this with loving hearts.  
They were asked to make sacrifices for sinners and 
they did. They were asked to pray the rosary every 
day and they did. They passed on the request to 
have a church built and the instruction to consecrate 
Russia to her Immaculate Heart. They added nothing, 
subtracted nothing.

In October 1917 Our Lady appeared to the children 
for the last time and 70,000 people saw ‘the miracle of 
the sun’ when the sun seemed to hurtle towards the 
earth – a dramatic conclusion to Our Lady’s visits.

Francisco and Jacinta died a few years later victims of 
the Spanish flu, as Our Lady had told Lucia, she had to 
wait. Lucia entered the convent and lived until 2005.

This May, during Pope Francis’ pilgrimage to Fatima 
in the centennial celebrations, Jacinta and Francisco 
have been canonised.

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us.

Saints Jacinta and Fransico, pray for us.



11 November 1918: End of World War I . 

4 April 1919: Death of Francisco. 

20 February 1920: Death of Jacinta.

10 December 1925: Apparition of Our Lady and Jesus to Lucia in Spain. 
Jesus describes how Mary’s Heart is wounded by blasphemies against it. 
The Blessed Virgin requests the Five First Saturdays devotion.

17 December 1927: Sister Lucia given permission by our Lord to write 
down the first two parts of the secret.

13 June 1929: Our Lady asks for the 
consecration of Russia by the Holy Father 
in union with the world’s bishops.

29-30 May 1930: Our Lord reveals to Lucia 
five lands of blasphemies against Mary’s 
Immaculate Heart.

25-26 January 1938: Strange light in the 
sky across Europe, identified by Sr Lucia 
as the sign Our Lady spoke of announcing 
a coming war.

12-13 March 1938: Hitler announces 
Germany’s annexation of Austria.

3 January 1944: Lucia writes down the 
third secret.

4 April 1957: The envelope containing the 
third secret is placed in the Secret Archives 
of the Holy Office.

13 May 1981: On the anniversary of the 
first apparition of Our Lady of Fatima, 
Pope Saint John Paul II is shot in St. 
Peter’s Square. He recognises Our Lady of 
Farima’s maternal intercession in escaping 
death.

25 March 1984: Pope St John Paul II in 
Union with All the Bishops of the World, 
Consecration of all Individuals and Peoples 

of the World to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

29 August 1989: Sister Lucia confirms the consecration fulfilled Our 
Lady’s request.

25-26 December 1991: The USSR is dissolved.

13 May 2000: Beatification of Francisco and Jacinta.

26 June  2000: The Vatican publishes the third part of the secret of 
Fatima.

13 February 2005: Death of Sr. Lucia.

13 May 2013: Pope Francis consecrates his pontificate to Our Lady of 
Fatima.

13 October 2013: Pope Francis consecrates the world to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.

12-13 May  2017: Pope Francis visits Fatima for the 100 anniversary.

Centenary of  the Appar i t ions  of

22 March 1907: Birth of Lucia dos Santos.

11 June 1908: Birth of Francisco Marto.

11 March 1910: Birth of Jacinta Marto.

Spring 1916: First apparition of the Angel: “My God, I believe, I adore, 
I hope, and I love You. I ask pardon for those who do not believe, do not 
adore, do not hope, and do not love You.” “Pray in this way. The hearts 
of Jesus and Mary are ready to listen to you.”

Summer 1916: Second apparition of the Angel: “What are you doing? 
You must pray! Pray! The hearts of Jesus 
and Mary have merciful designs for you. 
You must offer your prayers and sacrifices 
to God, the Most High. “

Autumn 1916: Third apparition of the 
Angel; he brings them Communion. Pray 
like this: “Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, I adore You profoundly, 
and I offer You the Most Precious Body, 
Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, 
present in all the tabernacles of the 
world, in reparation for the outrages, 
sacrileges and indifferences by which 
He is offended. And by the infinite 
merits of His most Sacred Heart and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg the 
conversion of poor sinners.”

13 May 1917: First apparition of Our 
Lady. She asks the children if they will 
offer all they have to suffer for poor 
sinners. Our Lady: “Say the Rosary every 
day, to bring peace to the world and an 
end to the war.” 

13 June 1917: Second apparition. 
Lucia told that Francisco and Jacinta 
would soon be taken to Heaven, but 
Lucia would remain in the world to 
help establish devotion to Our Lady’s 
Immaculate Heart.

13 July 1917: Third apparition. Our Lady gives the children a secret in 
three parts. 

13 August 1917: To disrupt the apparitions the local mayor kidnaps the 
children, releasing them two days later. 

19 August 1917: Fourth apparition. Our Lady: “Make sacrifices for 
sinners. Many souls go to hell, because no one is willing to help them...” 

13 September 1917: Fifth apparition. Our Lady : “Continue the Rosary, 
my children. Say it every day that the war may end. In October our Lord 
will come, as well as Our Lady of Sorrows and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. 
Saint Joseph will appear with the Child Jesus to bless the world.” 

13 October 1917: Sixth apparition. The assembled crowd of around 
70,000 witness the “miracle of the sun.” 

24-25 October 1917: Bolsheviks take power in Russia. 

Our Lady in  Fat ima
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“[There] appeared in heaven a woman clothed with 
the sun”.  So the seer of Patmos tells us in the Book 
of Revelation (12:1), adding that she was about to 
give birth to a son.  Then, in the Gospel, we hear 
Jesus say to his disciple, “Here is your mother” (Jn 
19:27).  We have a Mother!  “So beautiful a Lady”, 
as the seers of Fatima said to one another as they 
returned home on that blessed day of 13 May a 
hundred years ago.  That evening, Jacinta could not 
restrain herself and told the secret to her mother: 
“Today I saw Our Lady”.  They had seen the Mother 
of Heaven.  Many others sought to share that vision, 
but… they did not see her.  The Virgin Mother did 
not come here so that we could see her.  We will 
have all eternity for that, provided, of course, that 
we go to heaven.

Our Lady foretold, and warned us about, a way 
of life that is godless and indeed profanes God in 
his creatures.  Such a life – frequently proposed 
and imposed – risks leading to hell.  Mary came 
to remind us that God’s light dwells within us and 
protects us, for, as we heard in the first reading, 
“the child [of the woman] was snatched away 
and taken to God” (Rev 12:5).  In Lucia’s account, 
the three chosen children found themselves 
surrounded by God’s light as it radiated from 
Our Lady.  She enveloped them in the mantle of 
Light that God had given her.  According to the 

belief and experience of many pilgrims, if not of 
all, Fatima is more than anything this mantle of 
Light that protects us, here as in almost no other 
place on earth.  We need but take refuge under the 
protection of the Virgin Mary and to ask her, as the 
Salve Regina teaches: “show unto us… Jesus”.

Dear pilgrims, we have a Mother, we have a Mother! 
Clinging to her like children, we live in the hope 
that rests on Jesus.  As we heard in the second 
reading, “those who receive the abundance of the 
grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise 
dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ” 
(Rom 5:17).  When Jesus ascended to heaven, he 
brought to the Heavenly Father our humanity, 
which he assumed in the womb of the Virgin Mary 
and will never forsake.  Like an anchor, let us fix our 
hope on that humanity, seated in heaven at the 
right hand of the Father (cf. Eph 2:6).  May this hope 
guide our lives!  It is a hope that sustains us always, 
to our dying breath.

Confirmed in this hope, we have gathered here 
to give thanks for the countless graces bestowed 
over these past hundred years.  All of them passed 
beneath the mantle of light that Our Lady has 
spread over the four corners of the earth, beginning 
with this land of Portugal, so rich in hope.  We can 
take as our examples Saint Francisco and Saint 

Pope Francis
Fátima, Portugal, 13 May 2017

on the occasion of the 100th anniversary
of the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Cova da Iria

Pilgrimage to Fatima
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Jacinta, whom the Virgin Mary introduced into 
the immense ocean of God’s light and taught to 
adore him.  That was the source of their strength 
in overcoming opposition and suffering.  God’s 
presence became constant in their lives, as is 
evident from their insistent prayers for sinners and 
their desire to remain ever near “the hidden Jesus” 
in the tabernacle.

In her Memoirs (III, 6), Sister Lucia quotes Jacinta 
who had just been granted a vision: “Do you not 
see all those streets, all those paths and fields full of 
people crying out for food, yet have nothing to eat?  
And the Holy Father in a church, praying before the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary?  And all those people 
praying with him?”  

Thank you, brothers and sisters, for being here with 
me!  I could not fail to come here to venerate the 
Virgin Mary and to entrust to her all her sons and 
daughters. Under her mantle they are not lost; from 
her embrace will come the hope and the peace that 
they require, and that I implore for all my brothers 
and sisters in baptism and in our human family, 
especially the sick and the disabled, prisoners and 
the unemployed, the poor and the abandoned.  

Dear brothers and sisters, let us pray to God with 
the hope that others will hear us; and let us speak 
to others with the certainty that God will help us.

Indeed, God created us to be a source of hope for 
others, a true and attainable hope, in accordance 
with each person’s state of life.  In “asking” and 
“demanding” of each of us the fulfillment of the 
duties of our proper state (Letters of Sister Lucia, 28 
February 1943), God effects a general mobilization 
against the indifference that chills the heart and 
worsens our short-sightedness.  We do not want to 
be a stillborn hope!  Life can survive only because 
of the generosity of other lives.  “Unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just 
a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (Jn 
12:24).  The Lord, who always goes before us, said 
this and did this.  Whenever we experience the 
cross, he has already experienced it before us.  We 
do not mount the cross to find Jesus.  Instead it was 
he who, in his self-abasement, descended even to 
the cross, in order to find us, to dispel the darkness 
of evil within us, and to bring us back to the light.

With Mary’s protection, may we be for our world 
sentinels of the dawn, contemplating the true face 
of Jesus the Saviour, resplendent at Easter.  Thus 
may we rediscover the young and beautiful face 
of the Church, which shines forth when she is 
missionary, welcoming, free, faithful, poor in means 
and rich in love.

Jubi lee Prayers 
f rom the Shr ine 

in  Fat ima
Jubi lee Prayer  o f  Consecrat ion

Hail, Mother of the Lord,
Virgin Mary, Queen of the Rosary of Fatima!

Blessed among all women,
you are the image of the Church 

dressed in the Paschal light,
you are the honour of our people,

you are the triumph over the mark of evil.

Prophecy of the merciful Love of the Father,
Teacher of the Annunciation of the Good News of the Son,

Sign of the burning Fire of the Holy Spirit,
teach us, in this valley of joys and sorrows,

the eternal truths that the Father reveals to the little ones.

Show us the strength of your mantle of protection.
In your Immaculate Heart,

be the refuge of sinners
and the way that leads to God.

In unity with my brethren,
In Faith, Hope and Love,
I surrender myself to you.
In unity with my brethren, 

through you, I consecrate myself to God,
O Virgin of the Rosary of Fatima.

And thus surrounded by the Light
that comes from your hands,

I will give Glory to the Lord for ever and ever.

Amen.
continued overleaf

www.vatican.va 



Fat ima prayers
Prayer  for  the Pope

O Lord,
Good shepherd of Humanity,

who entrusted to Peter and his successors
the mission of strengthening the brothers in the faith

and to enlighten them in the hearing of the Word
– in this place where the little shepherds of Fatima

bore witness to a profound devotion to the Holy Father
and to an intense love for the Church –,
we ask You that Your Spirit of Wisdom

illumines Pope Francis in his mission as the Successor 
of Peter;

may Your mercy protect and comfort him;
may the testimony of Your faithful hearten him in his 

mission,
and may the tender presence of Mary be for him a sign 

of Your love;
may he be strong in faith, courageous in hope, and 

zealous in charity.
Who live and reign with God the Father, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Prayer  for  Peace

O God, All-Holy Father,
who gave us Your peace through Jesus

and through Him wished to lead us to Your Heart
– in this place where the Virgin Mary 

invites us to pray for peace in the world 
and where the Angel of Peace 

exhorts us to adore God alone –,
grant us, we pray, 

that peace may reign among all peoples;
that the leaders of the nations 

find ways towards justice,
that we may all reach peace of heart

and that, through the intercession of the Queen of 
Peace, we may become builders of a more fraternal 

world.
Through Christ, Our Lord.

Amen.

Litany of the Immaculate Heart of Mary

by Blessed John Henry Newman

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.  Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father of Heaven, Have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, “
God the Holy Ghost,   “
Holy Trinity, one God,   “

Heart of Mary,                                          Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, after God’s own Heart, Pray for us.      
Heart of Mary, in union with the Heart of Jesus,
     Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, the vessel of the Holy Ghost,
     Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, shrine of the Trinity, Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, home of the Word, Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, immaculate in thy creation, Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, flooded with grace,  Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, blessed of all hearts, Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, Throne of glory,  Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, Abyss of humbleness, Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, Victim of love,  Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, nailed to the Cross, Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, comfort of the sad, Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, refuge of the sinner, Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, hope of the dying,  Pray for us.
Heart of Mary, seat of mercy,  Pray for us.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Christ, hear us.  Christ, graciously hear us.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

V. Immaculate Mary, meek and humble of heart.
R. Conform our hearts to the heart of Jesus.

Let us pray:
O most merciful God, who for the salvation of 
sinners and the refuge of the wretched, has made the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary most like in tenderness  
and pity to the Heart of Jesus, grant that we, who 
now commemorate her most sweet and loving heart, 
may by her merits and intercession, ever live in the 
fellowship of the Hearts of both Mother and Son, 
through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.



13MESSENGER OF DIVINE MERCY | 1 [74] 2017

fa
ith

 a
n

d
 life

“My Immaculate Heart will be your refuge 
and the way that will lead you to God. “

Our Lady spoke these words to Lucia dos Santos, the 
eldest of the three visionaries of Fatima, when she 
appeared in the Cova da Ma on 13th June 1917. The 
shepherd children asked Our Lady to take them to 
Heaven, and she told them that Francisco and Jacinta 
would be in Heaven with her very soon, but Lucia 
would have to stay on earth a bit longer. (In fact, Lucia 
lived for another 87 years!)

Lucia was, understandably, very sad that she would 
not be in Heaven soon with the Blessed Mother and 
her cousins, and she asked, “Will I stay here alone?” 
Our Lady answered, “No, my daughter. ... Don’t lose 
heart. I will never forsake you... My Immaculate Heart 
will be your refuge and the way that will lead you to 
God. “

But what does it mean that her Immaculate Heart 
will be our refuge? And how is Mary’s Heart the way 
to the Lord? Pope Saint John Paul II shed light on this 
when he consecrated the world to Mary’s Immaculate 
Heart in 1984. Addressing Our Lady, he said, “You 
who have a mother’s awareness of all the struggles 
between good and evil, between light and darkness, 
which afflict the modern world, accept the cry 
which we ... address directly to your Heart. Embrace 
with the love of the Mother and Handmaid of the 
Lord, this human world of ours, which we entrust 
and consecrate to you... We have recourse to your 
protection, holy Mother of God!” He went on to say, 
“Immaculate Heart! Help us to conquer the menace of 
evil, which so easily takes root in the hearts of people 

today....” And he asked Mary to deliver us from famine, 
from war, from sins against life, from hatred and every 
kind of injustice, and even from the loss of awareness 
of good and evil. He then asked that, through this 
consecration, there be revealed to the world once 
more “the power of merciful Love!”

Entrusting ourselves to Mary’s Immaculate Heart will 
do just that—protect us from the evils of the world 
and open us up to God’s profound mercy for us and 
for the world.

In his commentary on the Fatima apparitions, 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger spoke about the heart 
as being the “centre of human life” because it is 
where “reason, will, temperament, and sensitivity 
converge” and where there is an interior unity. He 
wrote that “the ‘Immaculate Heart’ is a heart which, 
with God’s grace, has come to perfect interior unity 
and therefore ‘sees God.’” Thus, to be devoted to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary means “to embrace this 
attitude of heart, which makes the fiat — ‘your will be 
done’ — the defining centre of one’s whole life” .

The Immaculate Heart of Mary, then, shows us the 
path to God because it helps us to imitate Mary’s 
“yes”— her “yes” which united her will to God’s will. 

By imitating Mary and by entrusting ourselves to her 
Immaculate Heart, we, too, can seek God’s will for our 
lives in everything, thus uniting our wills to His holy 
will and bringing about peace in our families and in 
the world.

Mary’s Immaculate Heart will lead us there.

The Immaculate  Hear t  o f  Mary By Joan Lamar
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Dear Brothers,

I am pleased to meet with you on the occasion of 
your General Chapter. I greet you warmly, starting 
with the Superior General, whom I thank for his 
words. Through you, I would also like to greet the 
entire Congregation which is committed to serving 
Christ and the Church in 20 countries around the 
world.

I have heard that one of the main goals of your 
General Chapter is to reflect on your Congregation’s 
laws and regulations. This is an important task. In fact, 
there is “a pressing need today for every Institute to 
return to the Rule, since the Rule and Constitutions 
provide a map for the whole journey of discipleship, 
in accordance with a specific charism confirmed by 
the Church” (Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Vita 
Consecrata, n. 37). I urge you, therefore, to carry out 
this reflection with fidelity to the Founder’s charism 
and to the spiritual heritage of your Congregation 
and, at the same time, with a heart and mind 
open to the new needs of the people. It is true, we 
must move forward with the new needs, the new 
challenges, but remember: we cannot move forward 
without memory. It is a continual tension. If I want 
to go ahead without any memory of the past, of the 
history of the Founders, the great figures and also 
the sins of the Congregation, I cannot do so. This is 
a rule: memory, this ‘Deuteronomic’ dimension of 
life, which must always be used when we update the 
Constitutions of a religious congregation.

May the example of your Founder, Saint Stanislaus 
of Jesus and Mary, who was canonised last year, light 
and guide you on your path. He had fully understood 
the meaning of being Christ’s disciple when he 
prayed with these words: “Lord Jesus, if You would 
unite me to You through charity, who will wrench me 
from You? If you will join me to You through mercy, 
who will sever me from You? Let my spirit cleave to 
You, let Your most merciful right hand support me. 
May the unworthiest member cling to the Head, 
and may this small atom suffer along with the entire 
sacred, afflicted body” (Christus Patiens, III, I).

From this perspective, your service to the Word bears 
witness to the Risen Christ, whom you have met 
along your journey and whom, through your way 
of life, you are called to take wherever the Church 
may send you. Christian witness also requires a 
commitment to and for the poor, a commitment 
which has distinguished your Institute since its 
origins. I encourage you to keep alive this tradition 
of service to poor and humble people, through the 
proclamation of the Gospel in a language they can 
understand, with works of mercy and prayers for 
the dead; that closeness to people like us, simple. 
I like the passage of Paul to Timothy (cf. 2 Tm 1:5): 
safeguard your faith, which you received from your 
mother, your grandmother...; from the simplicity of a 
mother, a grandmother. This is the foundation. We are 
not princes, children of princes or of counts or barons. 

The Congregation of Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary celebrated its 
General Chapter in Rome from 5th to 25th February 2017. The Pope received them in the Consistory Hall on 
Saturday 18th February 2017.  

Below is the full text of Pope Francis’ address to participants.

Meet ing of  Pope Francis  and
the Mar ian Fathers  in  Rome
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hearts which are fully open to the action of Grace 
are able to interpret the signs of the times and to 
understand the pleas of a humanity in need of hope 
and peace.

Dear brothers, following the example of your 
Founder, be brave in your service to Christ and the 
Church, responding to new exigencies and new 
missions, even though they may seem risky, from a 
human point of view. In fact, in the “genetic code” of 
your community, you can read what Saint Stanislaus 
used to say from his own experience: “In spite of 
innumerable difficulties barring the way, divine 
goodness and wisdom start and complete whatever 
they wish, even if the means, according to human 
judgment may be unfit. There is nothing impossible 
with God Almighty. It has been most explicitly 
proven in me” (Fundatio Domus Recollectionis, 1). 
And this attitude — which results from the paucity of 
means, even from our own paltriness, also from our 
unworthiness as sinners, comes from there, but we 
have a vast horizon — [this attitude] is precisely the 
act of faith in the power of the Lord: the Lord can, the 
Lord is capable. And our smallness is precisely the 
seed, a tiny seed, which will sprout, and grow. The 
Lord waters it, and in this way it grows. But the feeling 
of being small is really the first step towards trusting 
in God’s power. Go, go forward along this path.

I entrust to your Mother and Patron Saint, Mary 
Immaculate, your journey of faith and growth, in 
constant union with Christ and with his Holy Spirit, 
that she may make you witnesses to the power of the 
Resurrection. I impart a heartfelt Apostolic Blessing 
to all of you here, to your entire Congregation and to 
your lay coworkers.

www.vatican.va

We are simple people, of the people and thus, let us 
approach simple people with simplicity, such as those 
who suffer the most: the sick, children, abandoned 
elderly people, the poor, everyone. This poverty is 
at the core of the Gospel: the poverty of Jesus, not 
sociological poverty but that of Jesus.

Another significant spiritual legacy of your religious 
family is the one your Blessed Brother Giorgio 
Matulaitis left you: complete dedication to the Church 
and to humankind, “boldly moving forward to work 
and to do battle for the Church wherever the need 
is greatest” (Journal, p. 45). May his intercession help 
cultivate within you this approach, which in recent 
decades has inspired your initiatives to disseminate 
the charism of the Institute in poor countries, 
particularly in Africa and Asia.

Today, the great challenge of inculturation asks 
you to proclaim the Good News with language and 
means that are comprehensible to today’s people, 
who are involved in processes of rapid social and 
cultural transformation. Your Congregation boasts 
a long history written by brave witnesses to Christ 
and the Gospel. In these footsteps, you are called 
today to walk with renewed zeal, to push yourselves 
with prophetic freedom and wise discernment — 
both together! — on apostolic paths and missionary 
frontiers, nurturing a close collaboration with Bishops 
and other members of the ecclesial Community.

The horizons of evangelization and the urgent need 
to witness to the evangelical message to everyone 
without distinction, constitutes the vast field of 
your Apostolate. Many are still waiting to know 
Jesus, man’s one Redeemer, and untold situations 
of injustice and moral and material difficulty are 
challenging believers. Such an urgent mission 
requires personal and community conversion. Only 
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F r o m  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  S t  S t a n i s l a u s  Pa p c z y n s k i 

Mys t ica l  Temple of  God
Chapter 19            The Consecration of the Mystical Temple

The Consecration of the Mystical Temple may be 
twofold, just as is the case with material temples. 
The first is that which the Holy Spirit performed 
in us through the Sacrament of Baptism, when He 
consecrated us to himself. On this consecration, Pope 
St Leo the Great speaks to each of us in this way:

 Through the Sacrament of Baptism you have been 
made a Temple of the Holy Spirit. Be unwilling 
to drive so great an occupant out of yourself by 
means of vicious actions, and to submit yourself 
again to the slavery of the devil: for the price paid 
for you is the blood of Christ; because He will judge 
you in truth, who has mercifully redeemed you.

The second consecration occurs when we observe 
the annual memory of that first Consecration. We give 
God true thanks for our sanctification and celebrate 
our most joyous feast of consecration in a spirit of 
gratitude by renewing our fervour to serve God. 

Ah! Who are those who observe this most holy 
custom, which is truly proper to each Christian, of 
devoutly recalling that day on which they were born 
both for the world and for heaven? Namely, so that 
they may purify their soul by confession, may receive 
Holy Communion, and by whatever possible means 
and diligence they may show themselves most 
grateful to God for their holy regeneration.

I confess that I have found only one example of this 
annual consecration of the Mystical Temple and here 
I set it forth for practical use, and advise any Christian 
to use it in a salutary manner.

The method of celebrating one’s birthday or rather 
the mystical consecration of the Mystical Temple, 
used most piously by the venerable servant of God Fr. 
Gaspar Druzbicki of the Society of Jesus:

I was born, Lord, into this world, and indeed born 
blind, indigent, naked, a sinner. A son of darkness, 
a slave of the devil, object of God’s anger, looked at 
the light. 

O my Triune God, all my good! Why, before I was 
made your son through the grace of adoption, 

before I attained the inheritance of the merits 
of Christ, before I, useless shoot of the vine, was 
grafted onto the true Vine, why, I say, did I not die 
in some mishap? But that piece of my mass found 
grace before you, so that you allowed me to live 
and entrusted me to be guarded by your Angel. 

Through Your providence I was brought to the font 
of Baptism, and from this reborn to be a son of 
grace, made a member of Christ and established as 
an heir of glory. 

O how poor I was when I arrived! O how rich I 
was when I was carried back and restored to my 
mother’s arms, adorned by the precious merits of 
your Son as if by necklaces? 

And was then anyone, whether of the parents 
or of those present, or the priest himself, who 
acknowledged, my God, your benefit done for me, 
and gave you sincere thanks for me? 

I do not know whether this was then done for me. 
If it was done, I thank your Providence, and I now 
consider as valid all that was done for me; if it was 
not done, that this benefit may not lack a certain 
sign of due gratitude on my part: behold now, my 
God, my Trinity, with all my heart and all the power 
and effort of my soul and body I render immense 
thanks to You my God, through Jesus Christ, and 
through his Mother, and from that time forth my 
most precious Mother.

To whom shall I attribute the progress of my 
education, my God, my Trinity? You know the 
dangers to which my ignorant and fragile youthful 
age was subject, which could perceive nothing 
except an animal-like sense. 

You fostered my limbs and strengthened them; you 
held my tottering steps and paces and directed 
them; you weakened the brute side of my life that I 
might finally emerge into a rational life. 

Who then glorified you for me, O my God? But who 
else, O Lord, except you, exposed to my view that 
next time of my life, in which the use of reason 
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finally dawned on me and the first fruits of my 
discretion and human freedom then shone bright? 
And did I consecrate to you the first use of my 
reason? It may have happened; that it happened, 
I do not know, but I wish that I did it. For it was 
fitting that from that time forth I should love, 
adore and praise you, my God and Creator, with 
the whole of my being, and profess myself your 
subject, and bring you and publicly declare the 
tribute of my subjection with fear and love. 

What was not done then, Lord, I do at the present. 
I abandon, expend, immolate, sacrifice myself 
and offer myself as a holocaust to you now, for 
that time, with all the first fruits of my actions and 
feelings that are worthy of you and which are due 
to you from me, in every possible kind of purity, 
effort and circumstance.

This is how every Christian should spend his birthday 
[that is the anniversary of his baptism]; and pass his 
spiritual feast of consecration not in drinking and 
luxurious revels, but in this thanksgiving.

S a i n t  S t a n i s l a u s
o f  J e s u s  a n d  M a r y

P ray  f o r  u s

Testimonies coming from different parts of 
the world suggest that particular prayerful 
help has been given by St Stanislaus to 
childless families, women with troubled 
pregnancy, addicts, dysfunctional families, 
and children and youth with learning 
disabilities. 
We trust that as our newly canonised saint, 
Stanislaus Papczynski, always so sensitive 
to human misery, will become our effective 
intercessor before God.

Please send information about graces 
received from God through the intercession 

of St Stanislaus to:

Vice-Postulator of Marian Canonization 
Causes

2 Prospect Hill Road 
Stockbridge, MA 01262

e-mail: vicepostulator@marian.org

P r aye r  t o  o b t a i n  G ra c e s
t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f 

S a i n t  S t a n i s l a u s  Pa p c z y n s k i

Saint Stanislaus, 
gracious intercessor before God, 

defender of the oppressed 
and patron of those in mortal danger, 

you always zealously served Jesus 
and His Immaculate Mother 

for the salvation of immortal souls, 
and you took pity on every misery. 

Trusting in your intercession, 
I have recourse to you, 

and I ask that you do not deny me your help.

By your earnest prayers, 
obtain for me from God the grace… 

(state your intention)
for which I beg you with trust, 

and help me, 
all my life long, 

to fulfil the will of the Heavenly Father. 
Amen
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‘Now free from jail’

I believe Saint Stanislaus interceded for my son. In 
January, I received a call that my son was in jail. It 
felt as though someone had put a spear through 
my heart. I cried and asked Saint Stanislaus for his 
intercession. Later that night, I got another call that 

said my son was now free from 
jail. Saint Stanislaus answered 
me when I needed him the 
most.

EM

 

‘The house sold in May’

My son’s house was for sale 
for three years. A friend gave 
me an issue of Marian Helper 
magazine with a letter from 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts, that 
mentioned a house selling. I ask 
Saint Stanislaus to intercede for 
us in March. The house sold in 
May.

MC 

‘I quickly returned to health’

Last May, I came down with pneumonia. By June, 
my illness had taken its toll, and I was suffering 
from depression, insomnia, anemia, and high 
blood pressure. In desperation, I turned to Saint 
Stanislaus to help me. I prayed daily as the 
doctors scheduled me for another round of tests. 
I continued to pray after having a number of lab 
tests run. Two weeks after the tests, all the results 
came back normal. I quickly returned to health. I 
want to thank Saint Stanislaus for my good health.

JG
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Graces received for daughter and son

I am writing to tell you about two graces received 
from God through the intercession of Saint  
Stanislaus Papczynski. First, my daughter had been 
sick with a chronic illness for the last three years. I 
asked Saint Stanislaus daily for his intercession. She 
found a very compassionate 
neurologist in Boston who 
listened to her and validated 
her symptoms. He prescribed a 
medication that has turned my 
daughter’s life around.

The other grace was for my son. 
He had been given notice that 
he was no longer needed at 
his company. I made a novena 
to Saint Stanislaus, and on 
day nine, my son was given a 
different position within the 
company.

RMF

‘We have a home to call our own’

I was in a homeless shelter with a newborn 
baby, and I was unable to find proper housing 
for us. I asked Saint Stanislaus Papczynski for his 
intercession because I was starting to lose my 
strength and hope.

My prayers were answered! My daughter and I 
were able to get into a program, and now we have 
a home to call our own. I truly believe it was Saint 
Stanislaus’ intercession that led to this grace.

AB 

Th r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  S t  S t a n i s l a u s  Pa p c z y n s k i 
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Our Lady of Fatima played a critical role in my 
vocation as a Marian Father. After I graduated from 
college, I was working as an actor and I badly needed 
a re-conversion to the fervent practice of my Catholic 
faith.

My parents were praying for me, and my mother 
often proposed books or articles for me to read. 
I usually showed little interest, but one day, she 
gave me a small paperback book on the young 
visionaries of Fatima, and for some reason, I read it 
cover to cover. I was quite moved by the story and 
by the sacrifices they made at such a young age. I 
then asked my mother if she had anything else for 
me to read, and she happily supplied me with more 
materials. I began praying the Rosary, the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy, attending Mass daily, and going to 
Confession more frequently. As I was discerning my 
call to the priesthood and the religious life, I began 
corresponding by mail with the Marian vocation 
director in the United States.

Meanwhile, my mother was arranging a trip to Fatima 
during the summer for my younger brother. It turned 
out that he couldn’t go because he had to attend 
summer school to make up a course. I ended up 
going to Fatima on a charter flight organised by the 

World Apostolate of Fatima. It was an old plane with 
very little legroom, and I had a middle seat. Early in 
the flight, the man sitting in front of me put his seat 
back practically into my lap. I thought to myself, “This 
will be a long flight. I have plenty of sacrifices to offer 
up, like the young visionaries!” By the way, that man 
eventually attended my ordination!

The vocation director in the United States had told 
me to look up the Marians when I got to Fatima 
since they have a house near the Shrine. I did so, 
and the first Marian I ever met face to face was from 
Portugal. He spoke some English, and he was the 
vocation director there. He asked me how old I was. 
I told him 24. He immediately said, “Twenty-four is 
the perfect age! Join now! Twenty-three is too soon 
and 25 is too late!” I think he used that tactic with all 
of his candidates no matter their age! I did feel called 
to join the Marians, but I worried about being sent 
overseas to a place where I didn’t speak the language 
well. The Lord took away all of my fears during the 
pilgrimage. The Marians are a small community, and 
I thought that, if I joined, I would probably only work 
in America anyway. I came back from Fatima ready 
to join the Marians even though I had never yet 
met an American Marian. I visited the Marians in the 
United States several times that fall, and I joined the 
following January. I was ordained six years later and 
worked in the States for 13 years before being sent to 
work here in Rome 12 years ago. God has a sense of 
humour!

As I look back, I realise that, on that trip, He was 
preparing me for the future. I still have my devotion 
to Our Lady of Fatima, and her message to the world 
is as urgently needed as ever. Our Lady asked the 
children to pray the Rosary daily, to make sacrifices in 
reparation for sins and for the conversion of sinners. 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary is our refuge that 
leads us to God. Let us pray for the triumph of her 
Immaculate Heart, for peace in our world, and an end 
to all wars.

Fr Joe Roesch, MIC
Vicar General of the Marian Fathers

Our Lady of 
Fat ima and Me
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From the Apostolate...
You are warmly invited to the Monthly prayer groups and events organised by 
the Divine Mercy Apostolate, Marian Fathers

11 February 2017 - St George’s Cathedral, Southwark

25 March 2017 - St Scholastica, Kenninghall Rd,London

8 April 2017 - St John Fisher, Rochester

18 February 2017 - St Francis de Sales, London 22 April 2017 - Our Lady Mother of the Church, Windsor 
Rd, London

29 April 2017 - Immaculate Heart of Mary, West Kilburn



21MESSENGER OF DIVINE MERCY | 1 [74] 2017

fro
m

 th
e

 a
p

o
sto

la
te

8 April 2017 - St John Fisher, Rochester

22 April 2017 - Our Lady Mother of the Church, Windsor 
Rd, London

29 April 2017 - Immaculate Heart of Mary, West Kilburn

Divine Mercy
Pilgrimages & Retreats

For more information please contact: 
DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE, MARIAN FATHERS
1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY  Tel: 020 8998 0925 
E-mail: info@divinemercy.org.uk  www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk 

18 June 2017 St Sebastian and St Pancras Church, 22 Hay Lane, Kingsbury, 
  London NW9 0NG.  2:30 pm – 5:30 pm  

24 June  Most Precious Blood and St Edmund Church, 115 Hertford Road,
  Edmonton, N9 7EN.  11 am – 4 pm

12 August St John Fisher Church, 207 Cannon Hill Lane,  London SW20 9DB 
  11 am – 4 pm

19 August Mother of God Church, 192 Nags Head Road, Enfield EN3 7AR. 
  11 am – 4 pm

26 August Sacred Heart Church, Quex Road, Kilburn, London NW6 4PS
  11 am – 4 pm

28 August  Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel & St
   Simon Stock, Aylesford, Kent, ME20 7BX.  11 am – 5 pm

9 September St Boniface Church, 185 Mitcham Road, London SW17 9PG. 
  9 am – 5 pm

11 – 15 September Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, Portugal 

16 September St John the Evangelist Cathedral, Bishop Crispian Way, Portsmouth,
  PO1 3HQ. 11 am – 5 pm

23 September  St Agnes Church, 35 Cricklewood Lane, London NW2 1HR. 
  11 am – 5 pm

30 September Christ the King Church, Harrowden Road, Bedford, MKE42 0SP. 
  11 am – 5 pm

14 October St George Church, 970 Harrow Road, Sudbury, HA0 2QE. 
  11 am – 5 pm

28 October St John Fisher Church, 41/42 Langdale Gardens, Perivale, UB6 8DQ.
  11 am – 5 pm

4 November Sacred Heart Church, Edge Hill, Wimbledon, London SW19 4LU.
  11 am - 4 pm

17 – 21 November  Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, Ireland

26 November St Matthews Church, Safron Drive, Allerton, Bradford, BD15 7NQ
   2 pm – 6 pm



THE HOUR OF MERCY
First Friday Every Month

Church of Our Lady  
2 Windsor Road, Ealing 

London W5 5PD

2 minute walk from Ealing 
Broadway station

2.00pm Exposition

2.30 pm Rosary

3.00 pm Hour of Mercy

3.30 pm Holy Mass

4.30 pm Tea and coffee 

MARIAN DAY OF PRAYER 
TO THE DIVINE MERCY 

Divine Mercy Apostolate
1 Courtfield Gardens 

West Ealing 
London W13 0EY 

tel. 020 8998 0925 

First Saturday
of the Month 

10.45 am - 4.30 pm

Please call to check in advance.

Divine Mercy Word Search No. 14

 Find the words below, horizontal, 
vertical, diagonal and backwards

FATIMA
PORTUGAL
CENTENARY
OUR LADY
MARY
ST MICHAEL
IMMACULATE
HEART
MESSAGE

CONVERSION
REPENTENCE
REPARATION
QUEEN OF PEACE
LADY OF THE ROSARY
FIVE SATURDAYS
CONSECRATION
RUSSIA
POPE ST JOHN PAUL II

All Welcome!

The Divine Mercy Apostolate


