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“I leave the portrait of my person 
to the curious to be looked at, 

and the life of my Lord Jesus Christ
to be imitated.”

Autumn 2016
Dear Marian Helpers

Sunday 5th June 2016; the bells of St Peter’s Basilica rang out. At 10:52 am during the Mass Pope 
Francis read the words the Marian Congregation had longed to hear for some 315 years: the Formula 
of Canonisation that declared our  Founder Stanislaus Papczynski (1631-1701)  enrolled “among the 
saints … to be venerated as such by the whole Church. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.” Amen, indeed.  What a great joy for all Marians and their friends and helpers. 

Among the attendees of the canonisation were many from Poland, where St Stanislaus remains a 
folk hero to this day, famous for his mysticism, his writings, preaching, teaching, and his undertaking 
of the duties set before him by Divine Providence. 

Born into a blacksmith’s family in Podegrodzie, in Poland’s rural southern region, St Papczynski was 
dedicated by his mother to the Virgin Mary from the time he was still in the womb — in fact, during 
a harrowing river crossing that nearly drowned mother and child. As a child, he engaged in pious 
play that included building altars and taking on the gestures and demeanour of priests. He joined 
the Spanish-based Piarist congregation, but he left after nine years, dissatisfied that they were no 
longer living up to their founder’s dedication to strict piety and penance. He founded the Marians in 
1673 with the mission to promote the Immaculate Conception and pray for souls in purgatory. He 
died at Gora Kalwaria, outside Warsaw, and was entombed in the Marian church dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Despite his humble origins, the future saint served as confessor to the future King John III and the 
Papal Nuncio for Poland, who become Pope Innocent XII. A sure sign of the continuing sway of St 
Stanislaus’ in matters of the state and matters of the spirit was given in Poland’s President, Andrzej 
Duda attending the mass of canonisation. 

When St Stanislaus was dying he wrote in his last will: I go with no prospect of future return; pray for 
me and I [will pray] for you, as the one who by your propitiatory prayers and deeds will obtain the mercy 
of God. I leave the portrait of my person to the curious to be looked at, whereas the life of my Lord Jesus 
Christ to be imitated.

We dedicate this issue of the Messenger of Divine Mercy to our new Saint. The front cover is one of 
the oldest portraits of St Stanislaus left to the Marians. We hope the articles can help you to learn 
more about his life and legacy, how in his life St Stanislaus imitated his Lord Jesus Christ.

(Fr Andrzej Gowkielewicz MIC) 
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Blesseds Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary 
and Maria Elizabeth Hesselblad

The word of God, which we have just heard, points 
us to the central event of our faith: God’s victory over 
suffering and death. It proclaims the Gospel of hope, 
born of Christ’s paschal mystery, whose splendour 
is seen on the face of the Risen Lord and reveals 
God our Father as one who comforts all of us in our 
afflictions. That word calls us to remain united to the 
Passion of the Lord Jesus, so that the power of His 
resurrection may be revealed in us. 

In the Passion of Christ, we find God’s response to 
the desperate and at times indignant cry that the 
experience of pain and death evokes in us. He tells us 
that we cannot flee from the Cross, but must remain 
at its foot, as Our Lady did. In suffering with Jesus, she 

received the grace of hoping against all hope (cf. Rom 
4:18).

This was the experience of Stanislaus of Jesus and 
Mary, and Maria Elizabeth Hesselblad, who today are 
proclaimed saints. They remained deeply united to 
the passion of Jesus, and in them the power of His 
resurrection was revealed.

This Sunday’s first reading and Gospel offer us 
amazing signs of death and resurrection. The first 
took place at the hand of the Prophet Isaiah, the 
second by Jesus. In both cases, they involved the 
young children of widows, who were then given back 
alive to their mothers. 

St Peter’s Square, Rome. Sunday, 5 June 2016
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St Peter’s Square, Rome 
Sunday, 5 June 2016

Homily 
of His Holiness Pope Francis

The widow of Zarephath – a woman who was not a 
Jew, yet had received the prophet Elijah in her home 
– was upset with the prophet and with God, because 
when Elijah was a guest in her home her child had 
taken ill and had died in her arms. Elijah says to her: 
“Give me your son” (1 Kings 17:19). What he says is 
significant. His words tell us something about God’s 
response to our own death, 
however it may come about.  
He does not say: “Hold on to it, 
sort it out yourself!”  Instead, he 
says: “Give it to me”. And indeed 
the prophet takes the child and 
carries him to the upper room, 
and there, by himself, in prayer 
“fights with God”, pointing out 
to him the absurdity of that 
death. The Lord heard the voice 
of Elijah, for it was in fact He, 
God, who spoke and acted in 
the person of the prophet.  It 
was God who, speaking through 
Elijah, told the woman: “Give me 
your son”. And now it was God 
who gave the child back alive to 
his mother. 

God’s tenderness is fully 
revealed in Jesus. We heard 
in the Gospel (Lk 7:11-17) of 
the “great compassion” (v. 13) 
which Jesus felt for the widow 
of Nain in Galilee, who was 
accompanying her only son, a mere adolescent, to his 
burial. Jesus draws close, touches the bier, stops the 
funeral procession, and must have caressed that poor 
mother’s face bathed in tears.  “Do not weep”, He says 
to her (Lk 7:13), as to say: “Give me your son”. Jesus 
asks to takes our death upon Himself, to free us from 
it and to restore our life. The young man then awoke 
as if from a deep sleep and began to speak. Jesus 
“gave him to his mother” (v. 15). Jesus is no wizard! It 
is God’s tenderness incarnate; the Father’s immense 
compassion is at work in Jesus.

St Maria Elizabeth Hesselblad and

 St Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary Papczynski

The experience of the apostle Paul was also a kind 
of resurrection. From a fierce enemy and persecutor 
of Christians, he became a witness and herald of the 
Gospel (cf. Gal 1:13-17). This radical change was not 
his own work, but a gift of God’s mercy. God “chose” 
him and “called him by His grace”.  “In him”, God 
desired to reveal His Son, so that Paul might proclaim 

Christ among the Gentiles (vv. 
15-16). Paul says that God the 
Father was pleased to reveal 
His Son not only to him, but in 
him, impressing as it were in his 
own person, flesh and spirit, the 
death and resurrection of Christ.  
As a result, the Apostle was not 
only to be a messenger, but 
above all a witness.

So it is with each and every 
sinner. Jesus constantly makes 
the victory of life-giving grace 
shine forth. Today, and every 
day, He says to Mother Church: 
“Give Me your children”, which 
means all of us. He takes our sins 
upon Himself, takes them away 
and gives us back alive to the 
Mother Church. All that happens 
in a special way during this Holy 
Year of Mercy. 

The Church today offers us 
two of her children who are 
exemplary witnesses to this 

mystery of resurrection. Both can sing forever in the 
words of the Psalmist: 

“You have changed my mourning into dancing,
 O Lord, my God, I will thank you forever” (Ps 30:12).  

Let us all join in saying: “I will extol you, Lord, for you 
have raised me up” 
(Antiphon of the Responsorial Psalm).

www.vatican.va
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The source of holiness springs from and finds its 
direction and purpose in God. The Old Testament and 
the liturgy praise God: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of Hosts” (Is 6:3). The New Testament refers to Jesus 
Christ in this way, calling Him, “Him who is holy and 
true” (Ap 3:7). The Israelites, God’s chosen people, 
received the call to holiness: “Be holy, because I, your 
Lord God am holy” (Lev 19:2; 20:26).  These words 
are also directed at Christians as they take up the 
challenge to imitate Christ (Mt 16:24-28; Mk 8:34-9:1; 
Lk 9:23-27).

Radiating holiness

Holiness refers primarily to God - God is Holy. We 
know God also gives His holiness to people, to those 
whom He has created in His own image and likeness 
(Gn 1:26-28). To grow in holiness one first receives 
the sincere desire to imitate God and to adopt His 
holiness in the way we live and behave. This holiness, 
embodied in a person’s life, becomes an important 
visible testament to others. Anyone who responds 
to God’s love and His mercy can thus be transformed 
internally and become a sign of the life-giving 
presence of God in the world.

The first ‘canonisation’ -  a public proclamation of 
another person’s sanctity - was performed by Jesus 
Himself as He died on the cross. When one of the two 
thieves crucified with Him makes a request of Jesus:

 ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.’ (Lk 23:42).  

As he professed his complete faith in the 
salvific power of Jesus, the thief recognised and 
acknowledged that death is not the end and that 
Jesus in this moment of His Passion is entering into 
the glory of His kingdom. An incredible response to 
the torments of their death. This response of true 
faith and contrition, draws from Jesus the assurance 
that in this one statement of faith the thief has 
attained holiness: 

“I tell you truly, today you will be with me in Paradise” 
(Lk 23:43).

From the very beginning, the Church has cherished 
those faithful who became living examples of Jesus 
Christ. This fidelity is expressed in two fundamental 
ways: through faithfulness to the point of martyrdom 
or through a holy life lived in surrender to God.  

The path of martyrdom is exemplified in the first 
Christian martyr, St Stephen, who was stoned to 
death at the gates of Jerusalem a few years after the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This act of 
wisdom and courage may be read in the Acts of the 
Apostles (Ac 6:8-60).  The blood of the martyrs sowed 
the seeds of early Christianity and continues to do 
so to this day. (One can see the prayer of St Stephen 
leads directly to the conversion of Saul - St Paul, 
apostle to the Gentiles).

Why are Saints Raised to the Altars?
Fr Waldemar Chrostowski
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The second path to holiness is the faithful imitation 
of God in one’s life through radical conversion (e.g. 
St Augustine) or through unsullied innocence (e.g. St 
John the Evangelist, St Stanislaus Kostka, St Therese 
of Lisieux).

Holiness is brought about through faith and baptism 
as well as through the Eucharist, all of which enable 
us to participate in the life of Christ.  Since we are all 
called to holiness - be holy as your Heavenly Father 
is holy (see Lv 19: 2; Mt 5:48)- we are greatly helped 
by seeing and remembering examples of holiness 
lived in the Church. In the liturgical calendar God, in 
the richness of His inner life, that is God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, occupies the first place followed 
by Mary, the Immaculate Mother of God. In the 
splendour of the mystery of God, the Church also 
venerates many saints and blessed who have become 
models of unfailing trust in God and triumph over sin.

The beauty of the Church lies in her saints

It is worthy of note that the followers of Christ, 
beginning with the members of the Church in 
Jerusalem (Ac 9:13; 1 Co 16:1; Eph 3:5) followed by all 
the faithful (Phil 4:21-22; Rom 16:2; 2 Co 1:2; 13:12) 
are described as ‘saints’. Their distinction from their 
pagan surroundings is emphasised. The holiness of 
the saints is a participation in the holiness of God, 
made flesh in Jesus Christ. Thus sanctity demands a 
complete cut with sin and with behaviour which does 
not correspond with the dignity of a Christian (1 Th 
4:3; 2 Co 1:12; Tt 3:4-7). We are called out of a life that 
limits itself to a minimum of response, to a life of trust 
in God that is total. So that we may say with St Paul:

Yes, I will go further: because of the supreme 
advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, I count 
everything else as loss. For Him I have accepted the 
loss of all other things, and look on them all as filth 
if only I can gain Christ and be given a place in Him, 
with the uprightness I have gained not from the Law, 
but through faith in Christ, an uprightness from God 
based on faith, that I may come to know Him and the 
power of His resurrection, and partake of His sufferings  
by being moulded to the pattern of His death, striving 
towards the goal of resurrection from the dead. 
(Phil 3:8-10)

Beatification is the act following the death of a person 
who has inspired this recognition and gratitude  for 
a holy life, on the strength of which the pope allows 
them to be venerated publicly in the Church within 
a diocese, country or monastic community.  This 
person receives the title of  Beatus or ‘blessed’.  

Canonisation is the final confirmation by which the 
pope states that the deceased faithful soul, which 
had already been declared beatified, has definitely 
entered into eternal glory.  This person then 
receives the title of ‘saint’ and becomes the object 
of veneration throughout the universal Church, with 
their name inserted into the canon of saints (hence 
the term canonisation). 

Before the 4th century, the Church revered only those 
who, having shed their blood for Christ, became His 
privileged martyroi or ‘witnesses’ - martyrs. From the 
4th century on, the status of Christians within the 
Roman Empire changed dramatically as Christianity 
became the official religion of the Empire. Thus 
devotion to the saints came to include those believers 
in Christ whose lives and behaviour reflected 
complete fidelity to Christ and to the Gospel. The 
condition for canonisation became the confirmation 
of a miracle through the intercession of the one who 
was ‘blessed’ following his or her beatification.  In 
order to remove any doubts the long and thorough 
process of beatification and canonisation must be 
confirmed by the pope.

The blessed and the saints are the true and priceless 
wealth of the Church. They remind us that the Church 
is like the moon which does not shine with its own 
light but reflects the light of the sun. The Church 
reflects the light of the crucified and risen Christ.   
The martyrs confirm that the mission of the Church 
cannot be completely fulfilled without participating 
in His sufferings. The faithful testify that entering 
and persevering on the path that leads to holiness 
is possible and that the greatest gift to mankind is a 
trusting friendship with God. The Church thus raises 
chosen believers to the altars so that they may be 
seen, pointing us towards God and leading us to Him. 

Beatification and canonisation not only confirm the 
heroic nature of virtue, they also prevent a person’s 
memory from passing into oblivion. Thus they 
become the subject of valid veneration as meditation 
on their lives builds the unity and endurance of 
the Church. Like a tree, Christians need life-giving 
sap to feed on which strengthens their spirit and 
ensures the growth of faith in the right way. The 
beauty of the Church lies in her saints and venerating 
them constantly reminds us about the truth of the 
communion of saints; the mystical union of the 
Church which is a pilgrim here on Earth, cleansed in 
Purgatory and rejoices in eternal glory in Heaven.
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The life of St Stanislaus Papczynski, son of a peasant, 
founder of the Marian Fathers, the first religious 
congregation for men in Poland, is a series of 
miracles and extraordinary occurrences woven into 
the most significant events of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth in the 17th century.  

Papczynski witnessed wars, having to flee from 
Cossacks, Turks, the armies of Prince Rakoczy, the 
Moskals. He survived disease, nearly drowned several 
times, escaped unscathed from turmoil and suffered 
constant ill health. And yet, despite all of these 
obstacles, he remained faithful to the main purpose 
of his life: spreading devotion to the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, service to the 
Church and to those living in the greatest poverty; 
despite his high social standing – he never forgot 
about the condition of his fellow peasants.

The peasant’s son wants an education

The first miracle in the life of Jan Papka (later known 
as Stanislaus Papczynski), the youngest son of the 
wealthy serf Tomasz Papka and his wife Zofia nee 
Tacikowska, happened while he was still in his 
mother’s womb. Zofia was crossing the river Dunajec 
when a sudden and violent storm arose. The woman 
offered her unborn child to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
This bond, created by his pious mother, accompanied 
him and lasted until his final days, determining all of 
his actions.

The Papka family was wealthy. However, that the son 
of a peasant was able to make a mark in the world 
was a great rarity in the aristocratic Republic. The 
family owned two houses and land in Podegrodzie 
(South Poland) where on 18th May 1631, their 

youngest son was born – their eighth child. His 
father was a blacksmith and for a while, he was the 
town’s mayor and was in charge of the parish funds. 
The Papka family was very devout.  They educated 
their children, for which they had the means, but 
their youngest son did not distinguish himself 
intellectually and made a better shepherd than 
scholar. Yet, another miracle occurred.  When the boy 
was 7 years old, he slipped off to school by himself 
and, with the help of the Virgin Mary rousing his 
mental skills from sleep, he managed to learn the 
entire alphabet in one afternoon.  From that moment, 
the youngest Papka came to possess a great hunger 
for knowledge and became an excellent scholar.

In order to satisfy this hunger, he went to school 
in Nowy Sącz after which, aged 15, he moved 
to Jarosław and later to Lviv. However he wasn’t 
accepted into the college there since his education 
was incomplete. In Lviv, he became a tutor, but he 
fell ill: he developed a fever and caught scabies. 
His landlords threw him out fearing that he would 
infect them. Sick and homeless, the young man 
wandered through the town, begging. And once 
again, a miracle occurred. God gave him a mysterious 
companion who took care of him and who begged 
alongside him while the local dogs licked his wounds. 
He returned to Podegrodzie, to tending the sheep 
which he undertook in his family home without a 
murmur of discontent. Years later he thanked his 
parents for giving him this task since as he said 
himself, “By staying out in the pastures with my flock, 
my conscience remained pure and holy”.

The Stubborn Son of
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Soon after this, he moved to Podoliniec 60 km away 
in order to continue his education in a school run 
by the Piarist Fathers.  But once again he had to flee 
– an epidemic was sweeping its way from Hungary, 
he escaped back to Lviv.  He had to escape once 
more when the Cossacks descended on the city.  
He eventually settled at the Jesuit college in Rawa 
Mazowiecka where he finished a course in rhetoric 
and two years of philosophy.  Again he fell ill, but the 
Blessed Virgin Mary returned him back to health and 
so he went to Częstochowa to thank her for the many 
times he had been healed through her intercession 
and also saved from drowning in the whirlpool of the 
Rivers San and Vistula.

He was 23 years old when he completed his course 
in philosophy.  His mother, Zofia, had found a young 
lady with a good dowry and was counting on her son 
making a career for himself in the world.  But he had 
other plans.  He had discerned his vocation to the 
monastic life.

Determined to be religious

Thanks to his time as a student in Podoliniec, he was 
familiar with the monastery of the Piarist Fathers, 
founded by José de Calasanz. Papczyński (after 
graduating, he ‘ennobled’ his name Papka becoming 
Papczynski) was attracted to their charism: the 
brothers ran schools for children who were poor or  
abandoned. He was also drawn by the deep Marian 
devotion which the community fostered.  He loved 
his community and called it the ‘Blessed community’.  
It was here that he was given the name of Stanislaus 
of Jesus and Mary by which he is known and revered 
to this day. His zeal and exceptional talents were 
appreciated and he was sent to Warsaw to study 
theology when he was still only in his second year. 
Warsaw was attacked and occupied by the Swedish 
army. The protestant soldiers initiated a theological 
dispute. Since the Catholic monk’s steadfastness 
angered them, they tried to kill him, but, as he wrote 
in his Testament: ‘God’s Providence intervened and I 
received no wound even though I was struck three times 
with great force’.

He took his religious vows in 1656 in Warsaw. Several 
days later, he was ordained to the diaconate. He was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1661 by the bishop of 
Przemyśl, Stanislaus Sarnowski. He was 30 years of 
age. 

The Founder’s steadfastness

Two years after his ordination, Papczynski returned 

Alina Petrowa-Wasilewicz

Stanislaus Papczynski
Jesus and Mary:



to Warsaw.  He was widely known as the author of a 
popular text on rhetoric. In the capital his preaching 
drew great crowds and he gained fame as a very 
perceptive confessor. He heard the confessions 
of the papal nuncio, Antonio Pignatello who later 
became pope, and of Jan Sobieski who became the 
king of Poland.  He warned his countrymen about 
the disastrous effects of liberum veto, a misuse of 
democracy. He loved his fatherland and foresaw the 
threats hanging over it 100 years before its collapse.

There were no indications that such an exceptional 
monk would abandon his community. However, Fr 
Stanislaus sought reform. Ultimately, encountering 
opposition from some of the Piarist brothers, he  
was released and offered himself to God and to the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
The founding of a new religious family was reaching 
fruition.

The Blessed Virgin Mary entered his life when he 
was still in his mother’s womb, and she continued to 
rescue him, support him and lead him to Jesus. He 
was certain that the first duty of his new community 
was to spread devotion to the mystery of the 
Immaculate Conception (200 years before this dogma 
would be officially proclaimed by the Church).

For a while he worked under the patronage of the 
bishop of Poznan, and as chaplain to a wealthy 
aristocratic family in Mazovia. He prayed a great deal 
and wrote The Rule of Life for a religious community 
which did not yet exist. He also wrote The Mystical 
Temple of God for lay-people in which he showed that 
they too should strive for holiness. He was ahead of 
his time, for it was thought that only the clergy and 
those whose lives had been consecrated to God had 
any hope of attaining holiness. 

Following advice from a Cistercian friend Papczynski 
looked for a place and for people to join his proposed 
community. He went to the Korabiew forest in which 
a hermit lived. Again Papczynski had countless 
difficulties to overcome as he sought and formed 
novices. In seeking confirmation of their Rule he 
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travelled to Rome. He returned home empty-handed 
succumbing to illness again.

Poland was constantly at war defending her borders 
and, combined with plague, the population of the 
Republic dropped from 10 to 7 million. Many people 
encountered death unexpectedly having no time 
to be reconciled with God. Through his military 
experience when he served on the battlefields of 
the Ukraine during wars with the Turks, Stanislaus 
Papczynski discerned the second call of his new 
religious family - to pray for the souls in purgatory.

He also identified the problem of the shortage of 
priests. He was sensitive to the poverty of priests who 
succumbed to the lure of alcohol, whom the elite 
then abandoned. Therefore, the third task of his new 
community was to provide pastoral support for parish 
priests.

After a second monastery was formed in Nowa 
Jerozolima, (now Gora Kalwaria), engaged in many 
charitable works, the grateful parishioners called  
Stanislaus Papczynski ‘Father of the Poor’ and ‘The 
Apostle of Mazovia’.  Many people were miraculously 
cured. The most famous was the restoration to life 
of the daughter of a woman who owned a great 
property in Cedrowice at the moment when St 
Stanislaus began to say the Gloria as he celebrated 
Mass.

Towards the end of his life, he often repeated the 
words of Simeon, “At last, all-powerful Master, you give 
leave to your servant to go in peace, according to your 
promise” (Lk 2:29). Two years before his death, Rome 
approved the Order of the Marian Fathers, venerating 
the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary. Fr 
Stanislaus died on 17 September 1701 with the 
following words on his lips, “Into your hands, O Lord, I 
commit my spirit”. 

His order persisted, but memory of Stanislaus 
Papczynski lapsed, until with unexpected force 
he was discovered as an efficacious defender of 
life. Now he intercedes in the most demanding of 
human problems, while the devotion he spread to 
the mystery of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary has become a source of strength, 
happiness and hope for many Christians. 



Pull out special!

StanislausPapczynski



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

At the beginning of the novena, awaken an intent for the 
needed graces, agreeing to accept God’s will.

FIRST DAY

The Almighty has done great things for me (Lk 1:49) 

Lord God Almighty, look upon Your Servant St 
Stanislaus, who with utmost zeal took upon himself, in 
the foundation of a Religious Community, the work of 
spreading the honour of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Mother of Your Son, grant us this grace, that we 
might continually praise You for the great things You 
have done for Your Saints and permit us to enter Life 
in the state of friendship with You and in unsullied 
chastity. 

Prayer for a special grace:

Saint Stanislaus, gracious intercessor before God, 
defender of the oppressed and patron of those in 
mortal danger, you always zealously served Jesus and 
His Immaculate Mother for the salvation of immortal 
souls, and you took pity on every misery. Trusting in 
your intercession, I have recourse to you, and I ask that 
you do not deny me your help. By your earnest prayers, 
obtain for me from God the grace… for which I beg you 
with trust, and help me, all my life long, to fulfil the will 
of the Heavenly Father. Amen. 

Our Father... 

Hail Mary... 

Glory be...

Prayer through St Stanislaus’ intercession:

O God, in your providence, You have called your 
priest, St Stanislaus, to make known the honour of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
to assist the souls in Purgatory. Following the example 
of his apostolic life, grant, we pray, that we may also 
proclaim the fullness of innocence and sanctity of the 
Mother of your Son, and invoking your mercy for the 
departed, may we safely arrive at our true homeland. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Make the sign of the cross to end the day’s prayer.

SECOND DAY

His mercy is from age to age (Lk 1:50) 

God, Righteous Judge, look upon Your Servant St 
Stanislaus who generously and in every way hastened 
to assist the souls in Purgatory, grant that we may 
zealously imitate him in this great work of mercy, 
especially toward the departed most dear to us and 
those who most need our spiritual help. 

Prayer for a special grace

Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory be....

Prayer through St Stanislaus’ intercession

THIRD DAY

He has shown might with his arm, 
dispersed the arrogant of mind and heart (Lk 1:51) 

O Jesus, our Redeemer and Master, look upon Your 
Servant St Stanislaus who used every occasion to 
proclaim the Word of God and to bring spiritual support 
to people deprived of pastoral care, grant us the grace 
that we may attract other people to God through our 
own word and example of striving for holiness. 

Repeat prayers in bold as above.

FOURTH DAY

He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones (Lk 1:52) 

Holy Spirit of God, look upon Your Servant St Stanislaus, 
who throughout his life firmly defended the Catholic 
faith and showed willingness to witness to it by 
a martyr’s death, grant us the grace, that we may 
steadfastly grow in faith and courageously profess it in 
every moment of life. 

Repeat prayers in bold.

FIFTH DAY

The hungry he has filled with good things; the rich he has 
sent away empty (Lk 1:53) 

God our Father, look upon Your Servant St Stanislaus 
who trusting in the help of Your Providence, in spite 
of many obstacles, by Your inspiration, founded and 
strengthened, the Congregation of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, grant us 
the grace, that we may distinguish ourselves by an 
unyielding trust in Your omnipotence, goodness, and 
fidelity, especially when You guide us on the difficult 
road toward the wonderful promises of Your love. 

Repeat prayers in bold.

N o v e n a
for the Intention of Receiving Graces 

through the Intercession of 

St Stanislaus Papczynski



SIXTH DAY

Blessed are the merciful for they will be shown mercy 
(Mt 5:7) 

God, Father of Mercy, look upon Your Servant St 
Stanislaus whose love for You showed itself most 
eloquently in his daily and sacrificial practices of 
works of mercy, grant us the grace that we may always 
and generously imitate him in the active love of our 
neighbour. 

Repeat prayers in bold.

SEVENTH DAY

Whoever listens to you, listens to me (Lk 10:16) 

Lord, You Who are a faithful God, look upon Your 
Servant St Stanislaus, who always formed his life and 
works in a filial submission to the Successor of St 
Peter, grant us the grace that we may persevere in our 
faithfulness to God, the Cross, and the Gospels through 
our perfect obedience to the Church. 

Repeat prayers in bold.

EIGHTH DAY

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for their is the kingdom of 
heaven (Mt 5:3) 

Lord, You who love us, look upon Your Servant St 
Stanislaus who freely embraced an austere and 
mortified life in utmost poverty, so as to give himself to 
You with all his heart and soul, grant us the grace, that 
we may courageously resist the craving of money and 
sinful pleasures, striving for the freedom of spirit in Your 
truth and love. 

Repeat prayers in bold.

NINTH DAY

Take courage, it is I (Mt 14:27) 

God, from Whom everything takes its beginning and 
to Whom everything returns, look upon Your Servant 
St Stanislaus who, by the example of his life, gave us a 
model of total trust in Your holy Providence, grant us 
the grace that we may confidently place in Your merciful 
hands our past and future, our whole life, allowing You 
to lead us along the evangelical road to Your home in 
heaven. 

Repeat prayers in bold.

S a i n t  S t a n i s l a u s
o f  J e s u s  a n d  M a r y

P ray  f o r  u s

Testimonies coming from different parts of 
the world suggest that particular prayerful 
help has been given by St Stanislaus to 
childless families, women with troubled 
pregnancy, addicts, dysfunctional families, 
and children and youth with learning 
disabilities. 
We trust that as our newly canonised saint, 
Stanislaus Papczynski, always so sensitive 
to human misery, will become our effective 
intercessor before God.

Please send information about graces 
received from God through the intercession 

of St Stanislaus to:

Vice-Postulator of Marian Canonization 
Causes

2 Prospect Hill Road 
Stockbridge, MA 01262

e-mail: vicepostulator@marian.org

For more information visit: 

stanislawpapczynski.org



P raye r  t o  o b t a i n  G ra c e s
t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f 

S a i n t  S t a n i s l a u s  Pa p c z y n s k i

Saint Stanislaus, 
gracious intercessor before God, 

defender of the oppressed 
and patron of those in mortal danger, 

you always zealously served Jesus 
and His Immaculate Mother 

for the salvation of immortal souls, 
and you took pity on every misery. 

Trusting in your intercession, 
I have recourse to you, 

and I ask that you do not deny me your help.

By your earnest prayers, 
obtain for me from God the grace… 

(state your intention)
for which I beg you with trust, 

and help me, 
all my life long, 

to fulfil the will of the Heavenly Father. 
Amen

Litany 
of Saint Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary Papczynski
 Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy.   Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ, hear us.    Christ, hear us. 
 Christ graciously hear us.   Christ graciously hear us. 

God, the Father of Heaven,  have mercy on us. 
God, the Son, Redeemer of the world,  have mercy on us.
God, the Holy Spirit,    have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God,    have mercy on us.

Holy Mary, Immaculate Mother and Queen of the Marian Order,  
pray for us. 

Saint Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary Papczynski,  pray for us. 
Lover of the Cross of Christ,  pray for us. 
Willing to accept martyrdom for Christ and the faith,  pray for us. 
Adorer of the Most Blessed Sacrament,   pray for us. 
Submissive to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit,  pray for us. 
Chosen son of the Immaculate Virgin Mary,    pray for us. 
Propagator of the mystery of the Immaculate Conception,  pray for us. 
Faithful imitator of the virtues of the Immaculate Mother of Christ, 

pray for us. 
Founder of the Marians of the Immaculate Conception,  pray for us. 
Apostle of the love of God and of neighbour,   pray for us. 
Man of great trust,    pray for us. 
Model of purity, poverty, and obedience,  pray for us. 
Zealous defender of evangelical poverty,  pray for us. 
Model of a life of continuous conversion and penitence,  pray for us. 
Servant of the Divine Mercy,  pray for us. 
Zealous intercessor for the suffering Souls in Purgatory,  pray for us. 
Companion to the dying on the battlefield,   pray for us. 
Solicitous friend of the poor,  pray for us. 
Apostle of temperance,  pray for us. 
Prudent director in matters of conscience,  pray for us. 
Master of prayer and the spiritual life,  pray for us. 
Tireless herald of the word of God,  pray for us. 
Teacher of the truths of faith and ways of holiness,  pray for us. 
Promoter of peace and unity,  pray for us. 
Defender of the newly conceived life,  pray for us. 
Intercessor before God,  pray for us. 
Rejoicing with Christ and the Immaculate Virgin in heaven.  pray for us. 

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world.  Spare us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world.  Hear us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world.  Have mercy on us. 

V. Behold a faithful and wise servant, 
R. Whom the Lord rewarded with glory. 

Let us pray: 
O God, You called Your servant Saint Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary to 
spread the honour of the Immaculate Mother of Your Son and to assist 
the deceased undergoing purification, grant, we pray, that after his 
example and through his intercession we may strive for holiness through 
deeds of mercy, and so give You glory. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

(for private devotion)
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F r o m  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  S t a n i s l a u s  Pa p c z y n s k i  ( 1 6 3 1  -  1 7 0 1 ) 

The Myst ical  Temple of  God
  Chapter 18                   The Bell of the Mystical Temple

What other thing is this, except a Good Name? 
A statesman drew a bell with the epigram: “It is 
recognised by its stroke”. Whether the bell is whole or 
cracked is discovered when it is struck.

Although the sound of reputation should be 
attended to rather seldom, since it increases or 
decreases in accordance with men’s feelings, yet 
every servant and follower of Jesus Christ should 
strive for a good name as far as he is able. St Paul 
advises this, that we should provide good things not 
only before God, but also before all men (cf. Rom 
12:1-17). This he also urged upon the Philippians: 
“Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things” 
(Phil 4:8). That chosen Instrument, St Paul, wanted 
us all to be instruments of glory, so with God, as 
with men; he wanted us all to be the good fragrance 
of Christ, not degenerate shoots of the Vine, not 
members of the Head in disagreement; finally he 
wished that everywhere we should be renowned for 
the way we live, and holy in our conduct. 

Who would not approve the wisdom of these sayings: 
“A good name is better, than great riches, and good 
favour is above silver and gold” (Prov 22:1). “A good 
name is better than good ointment” (Eccl 7:1). 
Therefore, Christian, follow the same man’s advice, 
and “take care of a good name; for this shall continue 
with you, more than a thousand treasures precious 
and great” (LV Sir 41:12). 

A truly good name is one that is advanced, nurtured 
and maintained by a good life, virtue, integrity, 
genuine devotion, constant zeal for God’s glory, a 
true contempt for human affairs, concern for eternal 
things, love of God, love of neighbour, a conduct 
adapted to Divine perfections, the same disposition 
in adversities and in prosperity, and particularly 
conserved by those greatest sources of all the virtues, 
Faith, Hope and Charity. This fruit of a good name will 
never perish, and is truly pleasing both to mankind 
and to heaven.

A frequent vice found in many is to slander another’s 
good name, since they have none themselves. For 

there are many who would become famous by 
another’s disgrace. Hence Christ himself, the supreme 
perfection, was not free from impudent and biting 
tongues, as the imitator [of Christ] says: “I have 
often heard many complaints against Me; I willingly 
sustained disgrace and insults: in return for benefits 
I received ingratitude; for miracles - blasphemies; for 
my teaching - censures’ (On the Imitation of Christ).

And what of the fact that those who desire to be 
lovable to God alone become odious to many 
people? Wherefore St Paul, declared: “If I were still 
trying to please people, I would not be serving Christ” 
(Gal 1:10). 

Although Paul was eager to please all in the Lord, 
and became all things to all men, yet it mattered 
little to him that he was subject to human judgment 
[cf.1 Cor 4:3]. He did a lot, as much as he could and 
was able, for the edification and salvation of others. 
But at times, he could not hold back that he would 
not be judged or even despised by others. Therefore 
he committed all to God, who knows all things; 
and he defended himself by patience and humility 
against the talking of those who spoke unfair things 
of him, or even thought groundless and inaccurate 
things and discussed everything they wished 
about him. Yet at times he did respond, lest he give 
scandal to the weak by his silence. 

Who are you, Christian, that you should fear mortal 
man? What can anyone achieve by attacking you 
with words and injuries? He hurts himself rather 
than you; yet he will not be able to escape God’s 
judgment, whoever he is.” Therefore, “cast your heart 
in the Lord, and do not fear human judgment. 
(On the Imitation of Christ)

Finally the best means to win and keep a good name 
is as follows: slander nobody, do not listen to those 
who do so, do not be niggardly in your praises of 
others. Some honouring the deeds and virtues of 
the Saints are moved to do equal things and become 
Saints. They too have a great name, who represent to 
others that little things are great, rather than great 
things are little. In this way you will make the bell of 
the Temple of God ring clearly.
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Not one single written text on 
the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary by 
St Stanislaus Papczynski has 
survived, yet it is beyond doubt 
that at some stage, he chose 
the mystery of the Immaculate 
Conception to be the reference 
point and direction in his life.

When he was leaving the Piarist 
Fathers in 1670, St Stanislaus gave 
a public reading of the Offering 
(Oblatio) that he had written 
himself.  He stressed there, over 
180 years before the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception was 
proclaimed, that he offered and 
dedicated all of himself, all that 
he was and possessed to

Almighty God the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit as well as 
to the Mother of God, the eternal 
Virgin Mary without stain of 
original sin.

It was then that he professed 
his intention to found the 
Congregation of Marian Fathers 
of the Immaculate Conception 
and to remain a member of it for 
the rest of his life. He ended his 
brief Oblatio with the words: 

I profess that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Mother of God was 
conceived without the stain of 
original sin, and I promise that I 
will proclaim devotion to Her far 
and wide, and I will defend Her 
even at the cost of my own life.

For the sake of this beloved 
mystery, St Stanislaus donned 

Prophet of the Immaculate Conception
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Prophet of the Immaculate Conception

Fr Pawel Naumowicz MIC
Papczynski

a white habit in 1671. Two years later, he founded 
the Order of the Marian Fathers of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The greatest 
single duty of the Marian Fathers was intended to 
be the spreading of devotion to the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God. 
An invocation that St Stanislaus often used and which 
his confreres and students later adopted was: 

May the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary be 
our salvation and our protection. 

St John Paull II called the Mystery of the Immaculate 
Conception a wonderful synthesis of Christian faith. 
Even though he did not use this expression, St 
Stanislaus could feel the weight of this Mystery and 
foretold it. How should we perceive St Stanislaus’ 
message in today’s world and how can we introduce 
it into our lives?

God’s primacy and His graces

Mary was conceived without original sin because she 
was to become the Mother of the Son of God. She can 
claim no merit in her own conception which was a 
pure, freely given gift of God’s grace. God had longed 
for Mary throughout the ages; He loved her and filled 
her with the Holy Spirit from the very beginning. By 
co-operating with grace, she became the Mother 
of the Son of God and ultimately the Mother of all 
mankind. Having been assumed into Heaven, she 
fulfilled what she had been called to do and today, 
she intercedes for all of us before her Son.

God has loved each one us throughout the ages and 
has called us into being at the right time without our 
help. St Stanislaus wrote: 

You, man, have appeared as a result of God’s plan. The 
Holy Trinity itself has raised you up to be its temple. O 
how you ought to wonder at and attend to the care 
that God the Father had for you even before you were 
born! 

Therefore, there is no one who is unwanted, a 

mistake, unneeded. We are all longed for and loved 
by God and beautiful and worthy in His eyes. He has 
a plan for each one of us and fills us with His grace 
and love in many, varied ways. God wants us to co-
operate with His plan of salvation here on Earth and 
then later throughout eternity.

The Paschal mystery of Christ

As the dogma of the Immaculate Conception states, 
Mary was preserved from original sin by the power 
of the foreseen merits of Jesus Christ. Thanks to His 
agony, death and resurrection, Mary was forever holy 
and immaculate. St Papczynski had a great devotion 
to the Crucified Christ and devoted two entire books 
to this subject: The Crucified Speaker and The Suffering 
Christ. It is on the strength of the paschal mystery 
of Christ that God forgives us our sins and makes us 
holy, first through our baptism and then through 
each sacramental confession.

Holiness of life

From the very beginning of her life which was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, Mary responded generously 
to God’s grace. She always fulfilled His will so that 
eventually after her assumption, she would be able to 
take her seat in Heaven as the first among the saints. 
With the exception of Mary, everyone is conceived 
with the mark of original sin. St Papczynski wrote that 
man, who is created in the image and likeness of God, 
is his Mystical Temple. This temple is consecrated and 
dedicated to God through the sacrament of Baptism. 
This is why Fr Stanislaus encourages us to celebrate 
every anniversary of our baptism and to thank God 
for this grace as often as possible. He regarded 
baptism and confession as the two keys that opened 
Heaven. To us sinners he called out: 

Your Saviour, the best Shepherd, gave His life for you. 
Are you full of sin? Jesus came to save sinners. Give 
yourself entirely to Jesus and Jesus will be entirely 
yours.
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The mercy of God and of man

Thanks to God’s mercy, Mary was preserved from 
every sin, while we are lifted out of sin and set free. 
This was why St Stanislaus called out: 

Contemplate Divine Mercy! Learn to immerse with 
great trust your imperfections in the fathomless chasm 
of God’s mercy. 

St Stanislaus showed mercy in many different ways: 
he reconciled sinners with God; he taught and 
supported the poor; he accompanied the sick and 
the dying; he healed people in their bodies and in 
their souls; he supported refuges and hospitals; he 
comforted the afflicted; he stood up for those who 
were rejected and treated unjustly. To his followers he 
wrote:

O my God, my Mercy! I ask through your Beloved Son 
that you help me act mercifully.

 We, too, having received God’s mercy, are called to 
proclaim it to our neighbours and to be merciful in 
many other ways.

Prayer for the dead

St Stanislaus regarded prayers and sacrifices for the 
dead as exceptional works of mercy. He made them 
the second specific duty of the Marian Fathers. In 
his lifetime, due to wars, sickness and famine, many 
people died often unprepared for their encounter 
with God. He wrote: 

Undoubtedly the person who prays most effectively is 
the one who wants to taste God’s mercy by showing 
mercy to others. Therefore, what greater mercy can 
there be than that shown to the dead from whom you 
can expect no reward, no gratitude and no praise. 

For this reason, he often used to exhort people 
saying: 

Pray for souls in Purgatory; they are suffering greatly. 
This exhortation has lost none of its relevance today.

The formation of lay-people and the clergy

St Stanislaus puts before us the endless perspective 
of the dignity and sanctity of each one of us – not 
only from the moment of conception to our natural 
end, but in the plan and longing of God for us until 
union with Him in Heaven. The founder of the Marian 
Fathers teaches that Christ poured out His blood for 
us, that the source of God’s grace is unending, and 
that the invitation to Heaven is open to everyone. He 
was aware that in order to accept God’s love and to 
respond to it generously like Mary, the Immaculate 
One, a person needs to be properly formed. This 

St Stanislaus interceding for  the Holy Souls in purgatory

was why he proclaimed the Word of God tirelessly 
and administered the Sacraments of the Church, 
instructing rich and poor alike, set up and led all 
kinds of guilds, published books about spirituality 
and rhetoric, and worked on handbooks on spiritual 
life for both lay-people and the clergy.

As we contemplate the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary with St Stanislaus, we are invited to do the 
following: to accept the love of God afresh and to 
respond to it generously; to be grateful for our lives 
and for the dignity we have as God’s children; to 
renew the grace we received at our baptism, and 
to remain ceaselessly in God’s grace by going to 
confession and the Eucharist; to receive God’s mercy 
and pass it on to our neighbour, especially to the 
dying and the dead; to accept the formation of the 
Church and lead others to God; to imitate Mary, the 
Immaculate One so that we can be pleasing to God in 
the same way that she was pleasing to Him.

May the Immaculate Conception of Mary 
be our salvation and our protection!
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Signs of God’s protection

The first time Jan, the future Fr Stanislaus, was 
miraculously saved was when he was still an unborn 
child in his mother’s womb as she tried to cross the 
river during a violent storm. In the face of danger, 
she offered her unborn son to the Virgin Mary. Waves 
crashed against the boat with such force that the 
expectant mother fell into the river and began to 
sink. Suddenly, however, she found herself safely on 
the river bank.

When Jan started going to school, he was not a gifted 
scholar. So his father took him out of school and sent 
him to watch over the sheep and pigs. However, Jan 
longed for an education and prayed to the Virgin 
Mary for help with his studies. Then, without telling 
his parents, he began to attend school. He learned 
the whole alphabet in one day and became a model 
pupil. He went on to become one of the most 
exceptional intellects of 17th century Poland.

During his time in Lviv, Jan tutored the sons of the 
well-to-do in exchange for bread and board. However, 
he developed a high fever after which his whole body 
became covered in sores. He became homeless, living 
on the streets and begging.  Winter came and Jan was 
left without shelter, abandoned and sick. He begged 
God to save him. Soon after this, he was approached 
by a stranger who took him to a place outside the 
town where he could stay and brought him food. 
Kind people took him into their home where the 
house dogs licked Jan’s wounds which brought him 
relief. Within a short time, he was restored to health.

During the war between Poland and Sweden, Fr 
Stanislaus was a novice in Warsaw. As he returned 
home with a friend, he came across a Swedish soldier 
who, seeing two monks, drew his sword. Stanislaus’ 
companion turned to flee but Stanislaus, wanting 
to shed his blood for his faith, fell to his knees and 
exposed his neck ready for the soldier’s sword.  The 
soldier struck him three times with all his strength yet 
Stanislaus was unhurt.

Fr Stanislaus fell fatally ill twice, both as a monk and 
as a priest and on both occasions, he was healed in 
the shrine of Our Lady of Lewiczyn.

Intercessor and visionary

Fr Stanislaus had the reputation of one who had 
special powers of intercession before God. Once, 
while he was giving a homily on the Feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a wild storm 
broke out. Fr Stanislaus prayed that the storm might 
pass them by. The sky cleared immediately and the 
faithful were able to listen to his teaching without 
further distraction.

Observing Fr Stanislaus’ life which was permeated 
with prayer, penance and the constant search for 
God’s will, people were convinced that he could 
obtain for them the graces that they needed.  They 
often asked for his prayers, especially for people who 
were seriously ill who then received healing.

On one occasion, while Fr Stanislaus was visiting 
the home of the Karski family in Lubocz, their son, 
Joseph, fell and was crushed beneath the wheels 
of a cart and was close to death. Mr Karski asked Fr 
Stanislaus to pray for his son. Seeing Joseph so close 
to death, Fr Stanislaus turned to him and said, ‘Joseph, 
get up and come quickly to serve at Mass with me!’  
Hearing these words, Joseph jumped out of bed, 
completely cured, and followed the Servant of God to 
the chapel.

On another occasion, the grand lady Raciborska, 
who was hostile towards the Marian Fathers, brought 
her dead daughter to Fr Stanislaus. He told her to 
lay the child on a table which was in the middle of 
the church while he himself began to celebrate Holy 
Mass. During the Elevation of the Host, the little girl 
came back to life and began to pray with the rest of 
the congregation.

Other accounts have been preserved of people being 
brought back to life, receiving the gift of speech or 
being freed from possession by demons.

Fr Stanislaus had the gift of prophesy.  He was once 
invited to give a homily on a feast day in the parish 
of Chojnata.  As usual, before he gave his homily, Fr 
Stanislaus immersed himself deeply in prayer.  At that 

Saint Stanislaus Papczynski Fr Jan M Rokosz MIC

Saved to Save Others
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point, having entered into a state of ecstasy, he saw 
the victory that Sobieski would have that day over 
the Turks in the battle of Chocim. He felt impelled by 
a supernatural impulse to share this happy news with 
the people who were gathering in the church.

On at least two occasions, Fr Stanislaus had a vision 
of Purgatory. This happened for the first time in 
Studzianki. When he fell gravely ill, he asked to be 
taken to the shrine of the Virgin Mary at Studzianki.  
On his arrival, having made his confession and after 
celebrating Holy Mass, he retired briefly to rest. It was 
then that, in a state of ecstasy, he entered spiritually 
into Purgatory and experienced the suffering that 
souls endure for sins that they have not repented of 
here on Earth. Having regained consciousness, he 
entered the chapel and gave an hour-long homily 
on the need to help those who are suffering in 
Purgatory. After this, having refused any food or 
drink, he hurried back to his monastery. On his arrival, 
all he said to his confreres was, “Pray, brothers, for 
the souls in Purgatory because they are suffering 
unbearable torments”. After this, he retreated to his 
cell where through prayer and flagellation, he prayed 
for those souls that they might be released from the 
torments of Purgatory.

In the Karski family home he received his second 
vision whilst they were holding a family reunion. 
When the ceremony ended, the guests were invited 
to the table. Fr Stanislaus fell into a state of ecstasy 
in front of the whole gathering. After a while, he 
regained full consciousness and, levitating above the 
table, he moved towards the exit. When his brothers 
expressed their astonishment that he had returned so 
soon, he said only, “Brothers, pray for the dead!” After 
this, he retreated to his cell for several days, eating 
and drinking nothing. After some time, he said, ‘I was 
in Purgatory and I saw the unbearable suffering of the 
souls who are there’.

Intercession following his death

Bishop Kazimierz Rostkowski, who was not 
particularly fond of Fr Papczynski, visited the 
monastery 15 years after his death and ordered that 
the tomb of the Founder of the Marian Fathers at 
Gora Kalwaria be opened. He expected to find the 
body totally corrupt since on two occasions the coffin 
had been flooded by water. On opening the coffin, 
the bishop saw that the ravages of time had not 
touched the body of Fr Stanislaus. He turned to the 
brothers and said, “Now I see that you will have him 
as your saint”.

The many graces that people have received after 
praying at the tomb of Fr Stanislaus Papczynski have 
earned him the title of ‘miracle worker’.  

Stanislaus Papczynski on the battlefield ministering to a dying soldier

For three centuries, nothing changed! Extraordinary 
graces continued to flow onto those who invoked 
his intercession whether this was during good times 
for faith in Poland and in Europe or during times 
of persecution. Equally graces continued to flow 
when Fr Papczynski’s tomb was openly accessible 
to everyone as well as when the church in which it 
rests was closed and abandoned. There are several 
volumes of books at Gora Kalwaria which contain 
descriptions of the miracles and special graces that 
the Founder of the Marian Fathers has obtained 
through his intercession.

The collected accounts of people across the world 
show that St Stanislaus can be depended upon 
to help childless couples, mothers having difficult 
pregnancies, people suffering addictions, families 
riven by strife, as well as children and young people 
who are struggling with their studies. There are also 
many accounts of conversions and of people being 
healed of cancer.

Two recent accounts of miracles have opened the 
way for Fr Papczynski’s canonisation: the restoring 
to life of a baby that had died in its mother’s womb, 
and the sudden curing of a dying woman who was in 
respiratory distress and septic shock.
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St Stanislaus, help us!

A dead baby in its mother’s womb – restored to life

Miracle accepted by the Vatican for the beatification of 
Stanislaus Papczynski. 

In 2000, Mrs N became pregnant for the first time. 
She suffered a miscarriage. In the following year, 
2001, February, she once again became pregnant. 
On 22 March she very nearly lost her baby once 
again due to a miscarriage. She was admitted to 
hospital where she had three ultrasound scans the 
last of which, made on 30 March, clearly showed that 
the baby was alive and the placenta was normal. 
She was discharged from hospital that same day. 
However, on 1 April, she returned to hospital due 
to severe abdominal pains. An ultrasound scan 
showed there no heartbeat and the diagnosis was 
given of an internal miscarriage. In addition, the scan 
showed that the placenta had shrunk compared with 
measurements shown in the scans from the previous 
days. A further examination was carried out on the 
following day confirming the diagnosis. If there was 
no spontaneous miscarriage in the next few days, it 
would be necessary to perform surgery to remove 
the dead baby.

During the days following 28 March, several members 
of Mrs N’s family and friends began to call on God’s 
help through the intercession of the Servant of God 
Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary Papczynski, begging 
for a positive conclusion to this situation. On 4 April, 
a final ultrasound scan was performed to be 100% 
certain that the baby was not alive, only to discover 
the baby’s heart beating. To their amazement, all 
of the doctors confirmed that the baby was alive. 
This seemed impossible. On two separate occasions  
the baby had been definitely diagnosed dead. The 
doctor decided to repeat the scan using different 
equipment. The results showed undeniably that 
the baby was alive. It was immediately confirmed 
that this had happened beyond the forces of nature 
and coincided with the time that the novena to Fr 
Stanislaus Papczynski was being prayed.  On 17 
October, a live and healthy baby was born.

Once a person has been discerned by the Church to have lived a holy life, they may be declared Venerable. 

The next step is to be ‘beatified’, to be proclaimed Blessed. In order for any saint to be beatified a miracle has to be 
accepted by the Vatican as evidence of the intercessory power of the Venerable Servant of God and thus of his or her 
union with God after death. 

After beatification the Church looks for a second miracle 
before proceeding to canonisation. By the Rite of 
Canonisation the Supreme Pontiff elevates a person to the 
universal veneration of the Church. By canonisation the 
Pope does not make the person a saint. Rather, he declares 
that the person is with God and is an example of following 
Christ worthy of imitation by the faithful.

Here we publish the details of the two miracles accepted by 
the Vatican for the beatification and canonisation of 
St Stanislaus Papczynski.
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Saved from death

Miracle accepted by the Vatican for the canonisation of 
Stanislaus Papczynski.

In 2008, a 20-year-old woman was admitted as a 
patient to the respiratory department.  The following 
day, she was moved to intensive care where she 
spent 25 days. When she was admitted, she had 
been diagnosed with pneumonia caused by an 
infection with Streptococcus pneumoniae. Her critical 
condition meant that within a few hours she was 
suffering respiratory distress which was affecting 
her circulation and causing other complications. She 
was diagnosed with critical ARDS (Acute Respiratory 
Distress Syndrome) as well as septic shock. With 
time, her organs began to fail. The patient had a tube 
inserted into her trachea to enable her airways to be 
kept open and connected to a respirator. She was put 
into a chemically-induced coma. Despite consultation 
with other medical centres and the implementation 
of correct and multidisciplinary therapies in keeping 
with current medical practice, after 20 days of 
treatment, the patient’s condition worsened and she 
suffered further septic shock and a deterioration in 
her breathing and organ function. Seeing the lack 
of response in the patient to various therapies and 
her sudden decline, the doctor in charge of her care 
stated that there was no hope of recovery for her and 
informed her mother of the situation.

The girl’s family, aware of her critical condition, began 
praying a novena to Blessed Stanislaus Papczynski. 
The patient’s condition began to improve rapidly. 

After several days, there was a complete reversal 
of the symptoms of respiratory and circulatory 
failure. An x-ray of her chest showed an absence of 
inflammation or any symptoms which are generally 
still visible for some time following an episode of 
pneumonia and ARDS. On the last day of the novena, 
the patient was woken from the coma, removed 
form the respirator and tubes were removed. It was 
noted that her recovery was complete, permanent 
and without any residual signs of illness. Those who 
had been praying, had no doubt that this coincided 
with the prayers that were addressed through the 
intercession of Fr Stanislaus Papczynski.

When the case came to be examined, both medical 
professionals, which included professors from Rome, 
and clergy, acknowledged that this situation was 
beyond explanation and was miraculous. 

On 15 September, 2015 the Medical Council in Rome 
declared that the recovery had been very rapid, 
complete and permanent and could not be explained 
by currently held medical knowledge. 

On 10 November 2015, the Theological Council in 
Rome acknowledged the healing to have been a 
miracle performed by God through the intercession 
of Blessed Stanislaus Papczynski, and on 22 January 
2016, the Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
promulgated a decree about the miracle through the 
intercession of Blessed Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary 
Papczynski on the authority granted the previous day 
by Pope Francis.

continued from pg 19
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Divine Mercy Word Search No. 12

 Find the words below, horizontal, 
vertical, diagonal and backwards

Jan Papka
Stanislaus
Of Jesus and Mary
Papczynski
Holiness
Stubborn
Saint
Blessed
Virgin Mary
Immaculate
Conception

Purgatory 
Shepherd
Scholar
Reformer
Piarist
Marian
Priest
Confessor
Preacher
Prophet
Father of the Poor

From the Apostolate...
You are warmly invited to the Monthly prayer groups and events organised by 
the Divine Mercy Apostolate, Marian Fathers

THE HOUR OF MERCY
First Friday Every Month

Church of Our Lady  
2 Windsor Road, Ealing 

London W5 5PD

2 minute walk from Ealing 
Broadway station

2.00 pm Exposition

2.30 pm Rosary

3.00 pm Hour of Mercy

3.30 pm Holy Mass

4.30 pm Tea and coffee 

fro
m

 th
e

 a
p

o
sto

la
te

MARIAN DAY OF PRAYER 
TO THE DIVINE MERCY 

Divine Mercy Apostolate
1 Courtfield Gardens 

West Ealing 
London W13 0EY 

tel. 020 8998 0925 

First Saturday
of the Month 

10.30 am - 4.30 pm

Please call to check in advance

D I V I N E  M E R C Y  A P O S TO L AT E
LO T T E R Y  W I N N E R S  2 0 1 6

E. Murphy
M. Glock
A. Moughton
I. Bukulami
B. McEldouney
J. King

1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize
5th prize
6th prize

ASSUMPTION
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