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Pray brothers, 
for the souls in purgatory suffer unbearably.	

	 	 	 St Stanislaus Papczynski
Founder of the Marians of the Immaculate Conception  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Autumn	2017

Dear	Marian	Helpers,

Life	passes	by	quickly.	Too	often	the	moment	of	death	comes	unex-
pectedly	and	too	often	we	are	not	fully	ready	to	meet	our	merciful	
God.		
In	our	mourning	when	we	have	lost	a	loved	one,	we	go	through	a	sor-
rowful	and	painful	time.	At	that	moment	we	can	easily	forget	about	
the	real	need	of	our	departed	one;	the	real	need	that	is	our	prayer.	Dur-
ing	the	funeral	we	give	thanks	to	God	and	we	remember	his	life.	But	do	
we	pray	for	the	soul?	This	prayer	he	needs	more	than	anything	else.

As	a	priest	I	receive	many	requests	to	pray	and	to	offer	Mass	for	the	de-
parted,	for	loved	ones	as	well	as	those	not	known	by	name.	Indeed,	there	are	so	many	who	die	in	
natural	and	man-made	disasters;	in	tsunamis,	hurricanes,	earthquakes,	epidemics,	on	highways,	
on	battlegrounds	or	under	heavy	sedation.	That	is	why	our	need	to	intercede	by	prayer	and	offer	
Mass	for	those	who	have	died	is	so	important.	

As	Catholics,	we	believe	in	purgatory,	which	is	explained	by	the	teaching	of	the	Church:

All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their 
eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to 
enter the joy of heaven (CCC 1030).

Praying	for	the	souls	in	purgatory	is	one	of	the	charisms	of	the	Marian	Fathers	of	the	Immaculate	
Conception.	Our	founder,	St	Stanislaus	Papczynski,	had	some	visions	of	the	souls	suffering	in	
purgatory	and	often	urged	his	brothers	to	pray	for	them.	The	Marian	Fathers	also	promote	the	
message	of	Divine	Mercy	and	have	done	so	since	1941.	Saint	Faustina,	who	received	the	message	
of	Divine	Mercy	from	Jesus,	was	taken	to	purgatory	seven	times	in	her	life	to	see	the	souls	suffer-
ing,	and	often	souls	would	visit	her	from	purgatory	asking	her	for	prayers	and	sacrifices.

During	the	month	of	November,	which	is	devoted	to	praying	for	and	offering	good	works	on	
behalf	of	the	Holy	Souls	in	purgatory,	please	join	us	in	assisting	all	the	departed	to	reach	heaven	
and	attain	perfect	union	with	our	loving	God.	
We	have	dedicated	the	current	issue	of	Messenger of Divine Mercy	to	the	prayer	for	the	Holy	Souls.	
Inside,	you	will	find	some	texts	that	explain	the	teaching	of	the	Church	on	purgatory	and	how	
we	can	help.	Consider	enrolling	deceased	family	and	friends	in	the	Association	of	Marian	Helpers	
so	that	they	too	can	receive	the	spiritual	benefits	of	the	prayers	and	good	works	of	the	Marian	
Fathers.

Through	our	prayers	and	sacrifices	we	can	assist	many	souls	to	arrive	at	their	final	destination,	
which	is	unity	with	our	merciful	God	in	heaven.	We	can	be	sure	of	their	fraternal	gratitude		
expressed	by	their	intercession	in	front	of	God.		

May	God	bless	you.	

(Fr	Andrzej	Gowkielewicz	MIC)	
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Brothers and Sisters,	

One	of	the	consequences	of	what	we	call	“well-being”	
is	that	it	leads	people	to	close	in	on	themselves,	and	
become	insensitive	to	the	needs	of	others.	It	does	
everything	to	deceive	them	by	presenting	ideals	of	
ephemeral	life,	which	later	vanish	after	a	few	years,	as	
though	our	life	were	a	fashion	to	follow	and	change	
at	every	season.	It	is	not	so.	The	reality	must	be	ac-
cepted	and	dealt	with	for	what	it	is,	and	often	we	are	
made	to	encounter	situations	of	urgent	need.	It	is	for	
this	reason	that,	among	the	works	of	mercy,	there	is	
the	reminder	of	hunger	and	thirst:	to	give	food	to	the	
hungry	—	there	are	many	today	—	and	drink	to	the	
thirsty.	How	often	the	media	tells	us	about	popula-
tions	who	are	suffering	from	the	lack	of	food	and	wa-
ter,	with	serious	consequences,	especially	for	children.

Faced	with	certain	items	of	news,	and	especially	cer-
tain	images,	public	opinion	is	touched,	and	from	time	
to	time	solidarity	campaigns	are	started.	Generous	
donations	are	made,	and	in	this	way	one	can	contrib-
ute	to	alleviate	the	suffering	of	many.	This	form	of	
charity	is	important,	but	perhaps	it	does	not	directly	
get	us	involved.	When,	as	we	walk	along	the	street,	we	
cross	the	path	of	a	person	in	need,	or	a	poor	person	
who	is	begging	at	the	entrance	to	our	home,	it	is	very	

different,	because	they	are	no	longer	an	image;	we	are	
involved	personally.	There	is	no	longer	any	distance	
between	me	and	him	or	her,	and	I	feel	engaged.	The	
call	of	poverty	in	the	abstract	does	not	reach	us,	but	
it	makes	us	think,	and	makes	us	denounce	it;	how-
ever,	when	we	see	poverty	in	the	flesh	of	a	man,	of	a	
woman,	of	a	child,	this	plea	reaches	us!

And	therefore,	we	get	into	the	habit	of	avoiding	those	
in	need,	of	not	approaching	them,	somewhat	masking	
the	reality	of	the	needy,	following	the	current	trend	
of	keeping	away	from	them.	There	is	no	longer	any	
distance	between	me	and	the	poor	person	when	I	
come	across	him.	In	these	cases,	what	is	my	reaction?	
Do	I	look	elsewhere	and	walk	by?	Or	do	I	stop	to	speak	
to	him	and	take	an	interest	in	his	situation?	And	if	I	
do	this,	it	will	not	be	without	someone	saying:	“This	
is	crazy,	why	speak	to	a	poor	person!”.	Do	I	see	if	I	can	
welcome	this	person	in	some	way,	or	do	I	try	to	get	
away	from	him	as	soon	as	possible?	But	perhaps	he	is	
only	asking	for	what	is	needed:	something	to	eat	and	
drink.	Let	us	think	for	a	moment:	how	often	do	we	
recite	the	“Our	Father”,	yet	do	not	pay	close	attention	
to	those	words:	“Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread”?

In	the	Bible,	a	Psalm	says	that	God	is	“he	who	gives	
food	to	all	flesh”	(136[135]:25).	The	experience	of	hun-
ger	is	hard.	Those	who	have	endured	war	or	famine	
know	about	it.	However,	this	experience	is	repeated	
every	day,	and	coexists	alongside	abundance	and	
waste.	The	words	of	the	Apostle	James	are	ever	timely:	
“What	does	it	profit,	my	brethren,	if	a	man	says	he	
has	faith	but	has	not	works?	Can	his	faith	save	him?	If	
a	brother	or	sister	is	ill-clad	and	in	lack	of	daily	food,	
and	one	of	you	says	to	them,	‘Go	in	peace,	be	warmed	
and	filled’,	without	giving	them	the	things	needed	for	
the	body,	what	does	it	profit?	So	faith	by	itself,	if	it	has	
no	works,	is	dead”	(2:14-17)	because	it	is	incapable	of	
doing	works,	of	doing	charity,	of	love.	There	is	always	
someone	who	is	hungry	or	thirsty	and	who	needs	me.	

Feed the hungry,  
give drink to the thirsty

POPE FRANCIS  
GENERAL AUDIENCE

St Peter’s Square - Wednesday, 19 October 2016
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I	cannot	delegate	this	to	another.	This	poor	person	
needs	me,	my	help,	my	word,	my	commitment.	We	are	
all	involved	in	this.

There	is	also	the	teaching	from	that	page	in	the	Gos-
pel	in	which	Jesus,	seeing	the	many	people	who	by	
now	were	following	him,	asked	his	disciples:	“How	are	
we	to	buy	bread,	so	that	these	people	may	eat?”	(Jn	
6:5).	His	disciples	responded:	“It	is	impossible.	It	would	
be	better	for	you	to	send	them	away...”.	Instead,	Jesus	
says	to	them:	“No.	You	give	them	something	to	eat”	(cf.	
Mt	14:16).	He	took	the	few	loaves	and	fish	that	they	
had	with	them,	and	he	blessed	them,	broke	them,	and	
distributed	them	to	everyone.	This	is	a	very	important	
lesson	for	us.	It	tells	us	that	the	little	we	have,	if	we	
entrust	it	to	God’s	hands	and	share	it	with	him	in	faith,	
becomes	an	overabundant	wealth.

In	his	Encyclical	Caritas	in	Veritate,	Benedict	XVI	af-
firms:	“Feed	the	hungry	is	an	ethical	imperative	for	the	
universal	Church....	The	right	to	food,	like	the	right	to	
water,	has	an	important	place	within	the	pursuit	of	
other	rights....	It	is	therefore	necessary	to	cultivate	a	
public	conscience	that	considers	food	and	access	to	
water	as	universal	rights	of	all	human	beings,	without	
distinction	or	discrimination”	(n.	27).	Let	us	not	forget	
the	words	of	Jesus:	“I	am	the	bread	of	life”	(Jn	6:35),	and	
“If	any	one	thirst,	let	him	come	to	me”	(Jn	7:37).

These	words	are	a	provocation	for	all	of	us	believers,	
a	provocation	to	recognize	that,	through	giving	food	
to	the	hungry	and	drink	to	the	thirsty,	our	relation-
ship	with	God	passes.	A	God	who	has	been	revealed	in	
Jesus,	his	merciful	face.

	 	 	 	 	 www.vatican.va

Useful	Organisations
Feed	the	Hungry	and	Give	Drink	to	the	Thirsty

CAFOD is	the	official	aid	agency	of	
the	Catholic	Church	in	England	and	
Wales	and	part	of	Caritas	Interna-
tional.	Across	the	world	it	brings	
hope	and	compassion	to	poor	com-
munities,	standing	side	by	side	with	
them	to	end	poverty	and	injustice.	
It	works	with	people	of	all	faiths	
and	none.	Inspired	by	Scripture	and	
Catholic	Social	Teaching,	and	the	
experiences	and	hopes	of	people	
living	in	poverty,	CAFOD	works	for	
a	safe,	sustainable	and	peaceful	
world.

CAFOD
Romero	House
55	Westminster	Bridge	Road
London	SE1	7JB
Website:	www.cafod.org.uk

SCIAF is	the	Scottish	Catholic	
International	Aid	Fund,	the	official	
aid	and	international	development	
charity	of	the	Catholic	Church	in	
Scotland.	It	works	in	over	sixteen	
countries	across	Asia,	Africa	and	
Latin	America,	to	help	some	of	
the	poorest	people	in	the	world,	
regardless	of	religion,	to	work	their	
way	out	of	poverty.

SCIAF	
19	Park	Circus
Glasgow	G3	6BE
Telephone:	0141	354	5555	
Email:	sciaf@sciaf.org.uk	Website:	
www.sciaf.org.uk

MARY’S MEALS set	up	school	
feeding	projects	in	some	of	the	
world’s	poorest	communities,	
where	hunger	and	poverty	prevent	
children	from	gaining	an	educa-
tion.	They	provide	one	daily	meal	
in	a	place	of	education	in	order	to	
attract	chronically	hungry	chil-
dren	into	a	classroom,	where	they	
receive	an	education	that	can,	in	
the	future,	be	their	ladder	out	of	
poverty.

Mary’s	Meals
Craig	Lodge,	Dalmally
Argyll	PA33	1AR
Telephone:	01838	200	605
Website:	www.marysmeals.org.uk

THE TRUSSELL TRUST is	a	char-
ity	founded	on	Christian	principles	
that	does	not	affiliate	itself	with	
any	political	party	and	receives	no	
government	funding.	The	Trust	is	

non-judgemental	and	inclusive,	
providing	assistance	to	people	
of	all	backgrounds	with	or	with-
out	faith	who	are	found	to	be	in	
genuine	need.	The	Trussell	Trust	
website	has	information	on	setting	
up	a	foodbank	{www.trusselltrust. 
orglfoodbank-projects) and	contains	
a	foodbank	map	(www.trusselltrust.
org/map). It	has	links	with	Catho-
lic	organisations	such	as	Caritas	
Westminster,	and	Manchester	Holy	
Name	Catholic	Chaplaincy.	For	
more	information	on	the	Manches-
ter	foodbank	
www.muscv.org/foodbank.

The	Trussell	Trust
Unit	9	Ashfield	Trading	Estate
Ashfield	Rd
Salisbury	SP2	7HL
Website:	www.trusselltrust.org

In	the	UK	there	are	many	opportunities	to	give	food	to	the	less	fortunate	via	foodbanks.		
Many	parishes	make	collections	to	contribute	to	their	local	foodbank	or	to	other	people	in	need.



4 3 [76] 2017 | MESSENGER OF DIVINE MERCY

Essence of  Divine Mercy (2)
fa

it
h

 a
n

d
 l
if

e

Mercy	is	God’s	
Greatest	Attribute

by	Dr	Robert	Stackpole

Mercy is the Greatest Attribute of God

The	Holy	Father,	St	John	Paul	II	wrote	in	“Dives	in	Miseri-
cordia”	(no.	13):	“the	Bible,	Tradition,	and	the	whole	faith	
life	of	the	People	of	God	provide	unique	proof...	that	
mercy	is	the	greatest	of	the	attributes	and	perfections	
of	God.”	

As	we	shall	see	later	in	this	course,	the	Pope	was	merely	
reiterating	here	the	teaching	of	St	Augustine	and	St	
Thomas	Aquinas.	But	we	still	may	want	to	know	how	
this	can	be	true.	How	can	any	of	God’s	perfections	be	
“greater”	than	any	other?	According	to	the	Christian	
philosophical	tradition,	and	the	
definition	of	God	given	at	the	
first	Vatican	Council,	God	is	
one,	simple,	spiritual,	infi-
nitely	perfect	act	of	Being.	
He	does	not	have	“parts”	as	
bodily	creatures	do.	Rather,	
each	of	His	perfections,	such	
as	His	love,	His	goodness,	His	
power,	and	His	wisdom,	is	just	
another	name	for	what	He	is.	The	Polish	
theologian	Fr	Ignacy	Rozycki	explained	it	like	this	
(Pillars	of	Fire,	p.96).

In	other	words,	God	does	not	just	do	merciful	things	
sometimes,	nor	does	He	have	a	merciful	“side”	to	His	
character,	as	a	human	being	might	have.	On	the	contra-
ry,	He	is	always	and	everywhere	and	at	all	times	merci-
ful.	Everything	He	does	is	an	expression	of	His	Mercy	
-	and	of	all	of	His	other	attributes	too,	all	at	once.	All	of	
His	attributes	are	eternally	in	action!	But	then	Fr	Rozycki	
goes	on	to	write:

If,	on	the	other	hand,	mercy	is	understood	in	the	
Biblical	sense	as	functional,	then,	even	though	it	is	

called	an	attribute,	it	first	of	all	denotes	the	results	
of	the	infinite	and	eternal	love	of	God	in	world	
history,	and	especially	in	the	history	of	mankind’s	
salvation.	In	fact,	both	hesed (mercy	in	the	Old	
Testament),	as	well	as	eleos	(i.e.,	mercy	in	the	New	
Testament)	signify	active	manifestations	of	God’s	
love	toward	mankind.	In	the	Old	Testament	the	
manifestations	found	their	expression	in	the	call-
ing	and	directing	of	the	chosen	people,	and	in	the	
New	Testament	they	were	found	in	the	sending	
of	the	Son	of	God	into	the	world	and	in	the	entire	
work	of	redemption.	This	Biblically	formulated	
relationship	between	love	and	mercy	is	expressed	

by	[St]	Faustina	in	the	words:	‘Love	is	the	flower,	
mercy	the	fruit’	(Diary,	948).

So,	if	we	understand	mercy	in	
the	Biblical	sense,	then	with-

out	any	fear	of	error	contrary	
to	the	faith,	it	can	be	said	
that	mercy	is	the	greatest	

attribute	of	God...	[in	other	
words]	within	this	Biblical	under-

standing,		the	results	of	the	activity		
	 of	merciful	love	are	the	greatest	in	
the	world	and	in	this	respect,	mercy	surpasses	all	other	
Divine	attributes.

Another	way	to	express	this	insight	would	be	as	follows:	
Divine	Mercy	is	supremely	manifest	in	all	of	God’s	ac-
tions	toward	mankind,	and	to	show	mercy	must	be	the	
motive	and	intention	behind	all	of	God’s	actions	in	the	
world.

Drawing	upon	the	Biblical	words	for	mercy,	and	upon	
the	magisterial	teachings	of	St	John	Paul	II,	therefore,	let	
us	try	to	formulate	a	clear	definition	of	what	we	mean	
by	“Divine	Mercy.”
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According	to	the	first	epistle	of	St	John	(4:8)	“God	is	
love.”	He	is	infinite,	eternal,	self-giving	love	within	His	
own	being,	among	the	three	persons	of	the	Blessed	
Trinity,	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit.	From	all	eternity,		
therefore,	within	His	own	infinite	essence,	He	enjoys	the	
fullness	of	love	given,	love	received,	and	love	returned.	
He	enjoyed	that	fullness	of	perfect	love	before	He	ever	
made	the	world	—	and	even	if	He	had	never	made	any	
world	at	all,	He	still	would	have	enjoyed	this	perfect	

beatitude	of	eternal	love,	for	“God	is	love.”

In	that	infinite,	eternal	love	that	He	is,	in	the	inner	life	of	
the	Blessed	Trinity,	there	is	no	need	for	“mercy,”	for	there	
is	no	“want”	or	“misery”	or	“suffering”	that	needs	to	be	
overcome	in	the	Infinitely	Perfect	Being.	What	then	is	
Divine	Mercy?

Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	defined	mercy	in	general	as	“the	
compassion	in	our	hearts	for	another	person’s	misery,	a	
compassion	which	drives	us	to	do	what	we	can	to	help	
him.”	Divine	Mercy,	therefore,	is	the	form	that	God’s	eter-
nal	love	takes	when	He	reaches	out	to	us	in	the	midst	
of	our	need	and	our	brokenness.	Whatever	the	name	of	
our	need	or	our	misery	might	be	—	sin,	guilt,	suffering,	
or	death	—	He	is	always	ready	to	pour	out	His	merciful,	
compassionate	love	for	us,	to	help	in	time	of	need.

In	fact,	God’s	love	for	His	creatures	always	takes	
the	form	of	merciful	love.	As	we	read	in	the	Psalms	
(25:10)	‘all	the	ways	of	the	Lord	are	mercy	and	
truth,’	and	again	(145:9),	‘His	tender	mercies	are	
over	all	His	works.’

When	He	created	the	world	‘ex	nihilo,’	therefore,	and	
holds	it	in	being	at	every	moment,	it	is	an	act	of	merciful	
love:	His	merciful	love	overcoming	the	potential	noth-
ingness,	the	possible	non-existence	of	all	things.

When	the	Divine	Son	became	incarnate	and	dwelt	
among	us,	that	was	an	act	of	merciful	love	too:	His	mer-
ciful	love	in	sharing	our	lot,	showing	us	the	way	to	the	
Father,	and	making	the	perfect	offering	for	our	sins.

When	He	sends	His	Holy	Spirit	into	our	hearts	to	refresh	
and	sanctify	us,	that	too	is	His	merciful	love:	His	merci-
ful	love	pouring	into	our	hearts	the	power	to	grow	in	
faith,	hope,	and	love,	and	to	serve	him	with	joy.	Psalm	
136	says	it	best;	while	celebrating	all	the	works	of	the	
Lord	in	creation	and	redemption,	the	psalm	bears	the	
constant	refrain:	‘for	His	mercy	endures	forever.’

Jesus, Trust in You

Robert Stackpole (B.A. in History, Williams College, Massachu-
setts in 1982; Master of Letters in Theology, Oxford University, 
England in 1988) was an ordained Anglican pastor before be-
coming a Catholic in 1994. After his conversion, he obtained a 
Doctorate in Theology from the Pontifical University of St Thom-
as Aquinas in Rome (the “Angelicum”) in 2000.
In 1997 he began work as the Research Director, and later 
Director of the John Paul II Institute of Divine Mercy based in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts. In that capacity, he has been a 
speaker at many conferences, and the author and editor of 
numerous journal articles and books on the Divine Mercy mes-
sage and devotion, including Divine Mercy, A Guide From Gen-
esis To Benedict XVI (Marian Press, 2009). He regularly con-
tributes feature articles to the official Divine Mercy website 
(www.TheDivineMercy.org).
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What is purgatory?

Purgatory	is	the	state	of	those	who	die	in	God's	friend-
ship;	assured	of	their	eternal	salvation,	but	who	still	
have	need	of	purification	to	enter	into	the	happiness	of	
heaven.		Saint	Catherine	of	Genoa	says	that,	although	
purgatory	is	incomparably	painful	because	we	see	all	
the	horror	of	our	own	sins,	yet	it	is	incomparably	joyful	
because	God	is	with	us	there,	and	we	are	learning	to	
endure	His	truth,	His	light	(cf.	Treatise	on	Purgatory).	
It	is	also	joyful	because	all	those	in	purgatory	have	
already	passed	the	particular	judgment	and	are	assured	
of	their	eventual	entrance	into	heaven.

How do we know purgatory exists?

The	existence	of	purgatory	follows	from	two	facts:	our	
imperfection	on	earth	and	our	perfection	in	heaven.	Of	
the	"Final	Purification,	or	Purgatory,"	the	Catechism	of	
the	Catholic	Church	teaches	(Catechism of the Catholic 
Church 1031):

The	Church	gives	the	name	Purgatory	to	this	final	puri-
fication	of	the	elect,	which	is	entirely	different	from	the	
punishment	of	the	damned.	The	Church	formulated	her	
doctrine	of	faith	on	Purgatory	especially	at	the	Coun-
cils	of	Florence	and	Trent.	The	tradition	of	the	Church,	
by	reference	to	certain	texts	of	Scripture,	speaks	of	a	
cleansing	fire:		
As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the 
Final Judgment, there is a purifying fire. He who is truth 
says that whoever utters blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit will be pardoned neither in this age nor in the age 
to come. From this sentence we understand that certain 
offenses can be forgiven in this age, but certain others in 
the age to come. 

Who are the Holy Souls?

The	Holy	Souls	are	those	detained	in	purgatory,	but	on	
the	threshold	of	heaven,	where	everlasting	happiness	
will	be	given	to	the	righteous.

Why do the Holy Souls need our help?

The	Church	teaches	that	the	Holy	Souls	in	Purgatory	
cannot	pray	for	themselves.	In	Purgatory,	where	Divine	
Justice	purifies	souls,	the	burning	pain	of	waiting	can	
be	extinguished	by	suffrages	-	that	is,	the	prayers	and	
sacrifices	of	the	living.

What can we do to help the Holy Souls?

We	can	offer	our	sacrifices,	prayers,	corporal	and	spir-
itual	works	of	mercy,	and	almsgiving	for	the	release	of	
the	Holy	Souls.		God	allows	us	this	opportunity	to	be	
merciful	and	to	cooperate	with	His	plan	for	the	salva-
tion	for	all	souls.	The	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church	
further	explains	(CCC	1032):

This	teaching	is	also	based	on	the	practice	of	prayer	
for	the	dead,	already	mentioned	in	Sacred	Scripture:	
"Therefore	[Judas	Maccabeus]	made	atonement	for	the	
dead,	that	they	might	be	delivered	from	their	sin."	From	
the	beginning	the	Church	has	honoured	the	memory	
of	the	dead	and	offered	prayers	in	suffrage	for	them,	
above	all	the	Eucharistic	sacrifice,	so	that,	thus	purified,	
they	may	attain	the	beatific	vision	of	God.	The	Church	
also	commends	almsgiving,	indulgences,	and	works	of	
penance	undertaken	on	behalf	of	the	dead:	
Let us help and commemorate them. If Job's sons were 
purified by their father's sacrifice, why would we doubt 
that our offerings for the dead bring them some consola-
tion? Let us not hesitate to help those who have died and 
to offer our prayers for them.

Can the Holy Souls help us?

The	Church's	most	respected	authorities	have	ex-
plained	that,	although	the	Souls	in	Purgatory	cannot	
pray	for	themselves,	they	can	intercede	for	the	living.

Saint	Alphonsus	stated:	They	are	unable	to	pray	or	
merit	anything	for	themselves,	yet,	when	they	pray	for	
others,	they	are	heard	by	God.

Saint	John	Vianney,	the	Cure	d'Ars,	wrote:	If	one	knew	
what	we	may	obtain	from	God	by	the	intercession	of	
the	Poor	Souls,	they	would	not	be	so	much	abandoned.	
Let	us	pray	a	great	deal	for	them;	they	will	pray	for	us.

The	Church	teaches	(CCC	1053):	We	believe	that	the	
multitude	of	those	gathered	around	Jesus	and	Mary	in	
Paradise	forms	the	Church	of	heaven,	where	in	eter-
nal	blessedness	they	see	God	as	he	is	and	where	they	
are	also,	to	various	degrees,	associated	with	the	holy	
angels	in	the	divine	governance	exercised	by	Christ	in	
glory,	by	interceding	for	us	and	helping	our	weakness	
by	their	fraternal	concern	
(Paul	VI,	CPG	§	29).	

P U R G AT O R Y 
F R O M  T H E  T E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  C H U R C H
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The	souls	in	purgatory	are	silent	voices	that	beg	and	
implore	our	help.	They	suffer	day	and	night	24/7,	365	
days	a	year.	They	are	crying	out	to	the	living,	“Have	
mercy	on	us,	for	we	are	lonely	and	poor.”	

We	urgently	need	“Apostles	of	Purgatory”	or,	if	you	will,	
“Purgatory	Busters”	to	speak	of	them,	pray	for	them,	and	
plead	their	cause.	Be	their	liberators!	We	have	a	unique	
opportunity	to	be	their	voices	and	echo	their	cries.		
If	we	could	see	the	power	of	our	sacrifices	and	the	Mass-
es	offered	for	the	Holy	Souls,	we	would	devote	ourselves	
with	such	earnestness	that	the	whole	world	would	raise	
their	eyes	and	take	notice	and	would	believe.	

What	have	we	learned	from	the	saints?	We	know	there	
is	a	profound	communion	between	the	living	and	the	
dead.	We	know	there	are	no	borders	between	us	and	
those	who	have	gone	before	us.	We	know	the	power	
and	great	efficacy	of	our	intercessory	prayers.	We	know	
the	path.	Are	we	ready	to	begin	the	journey?	

The	saints’	journeys	are	tied	together	to	assist	us	with	
a	devotion	full	of	fervour	and	zeal	for	the	Holy	Souls	
in	Purgatory	—	a	fervour	to	be	passed	on	to	all	future	
generations,	to	fulfil	our	duty	as	Christians,	to	honour	
the	memory	of	the	dead,	to	offer	prayers	and	suffrages	
for	them,	and	to	become	holy	as	the	saints	are	holy.	

Special	devotional	prayers	and	practices	for	the	various	
seasons	of	the	year	will	give	you	the	opportunity	to	
imitate	the	saints	and	the	charity	of	God.	Reflecting	on	
the	deceased	every	day	as	a	perpetual	remembrance	
brings	relief	for	those	beloved	souls	in	purgatory.	The	
fruit	of	purgatory	is	purification.	The	remembrance	of	
purgatorial	souls	will	spur	us	to	avoid	sin	at	all	costs;	
and	we	will	bring	glory	to	God,	for	heaven	will	be	
opened	to	a	multitude	of	souls.	

So	it	is	from	us	alone	that	the	Holy	Souls	in	Purgatory	
expect	relief,	help,	and	the	termination	of	their	suffer-
ings.	We	are	their	only	resource.	We	alone	are	their	de-
liverers,	for	we	alone	can	suffer	with	merit	and	release	
them.	Heaven	encourages	them;	we	deliver	them.	

Our	purgatory	mission	has	just	begun.	The	great	Pope	
St	John	Paul	II	emphasized	that	the	laity	will	be	“mis-
sionaries”	because	contemporary	man	hears	witnesses	
more	easily	than	teachers.	He	exclaimed,	“You	will	be	
able	to	set	the	world	on	fire!	The	hour	of	the	laity	has	
struck!”(Nov. 26, 2000, Jubilee of the Apostolate of the Laity). 

Choose	a	number	of	prayers	and	devotions.	Time	is	of	
the	essence.	Use	them.		

Winter devotions and practices	

1.	 Mark	your	calendar	throughout	the	year	for	
special	dates	as	a	reminder	to	pray	for	your	
dearly	departed	loved	ones.

2.	 Offer	Masses	year-round	for	living	and		
deceased	family	members	and	friends.

3.	 Create	a	family	tree	and	offer	Gregorian	Masses	
(30	Masses	for	a	departed	soul)	for	your		
parents,	grandparents,	etc.	This	is	very	potent	
and	brings	many	graces.

4.	 Pray	for	15	minutes	before	and	after	Mass	in	
thanksgiving	to	Jesus	and	for	all	your	ancestors	

REMEMBERING  THE  HOLY  SOULS  ALL  YEAR  LONG
The following is an excerpt from: 

Praying with the Saints for the Holy Souls in Purgatory by Susan Tasson

Saint	Teresa	of	Ávila	Interceding	for	Souls	in	Purgatory

Peter Paul Rubens
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here	if	it	were	not	for	the	sacrifices	they	made	
for	us.

5.	 Fast	on	Fridays	in	honour	of	our	Lord’s	Pas-
sion.	Implement	different	kinds	of	fasting	such	
as	“fasting”	from	gossiping,	giving	in	to	idle	
curiosity,	complaining,	criticizing,	watching	TV,	
drinking	alcohol,	smoking,	or	other	activities	
that	give	one	pleasure.

Spring devotions and practices

1.	 Offer	the	gift	of	your	indulgence	for	the	Holy	
Souls	at	Divine	Mercy	Sunday	(Second	Sunday	
of	Easter).	Become	a	“Divine	Mercy	Apostle”	by	
distributing	prayer	cards	and	literature	invit-
ing	all	to	take	advantage	of	the	extraordinary	
Divine	Mercy	graces.

2.	 Pray	The	Divine	Mercy	Novena	(especially	the	
one	beginning	on	Good	Friday)	and	the		
Chaplet	of	Mercy	daily.

3.	 At	weddings,	include	your	deceased	loved	
ones	at	the	petitions	of	the	Mass.

4.	 Plant	a	“prayer	garden”	in	your	yard	in	remem-
brance	of	the	Holy	Souls.

5.	 Recite	Psalm	130,	the	official	prayer	of	the	
Church	for	the	Holy	Souls.

6.	 When	praying	the	Rosary	in	May,	add	an	extra	
decade	for	the	Holy	Souls.		
(Saint	Bernadette	encouraged	this	style	of	
Rosary!)

Summer devotions and practices

1.	 Go	on	your	own	“purgatory	pilgrimage”	by	
visiting	local	parishes	and	designated	shrines	
within	your	diocese.	At	each,	pray	for	the	Holy	
Souls.

2.	 Take	a	“prayer	stroll”	through	your	local	cem-
etery	to	pray	for	all	those	buried	there.	Bring	
holy	water	to	sprinkle	on	the	graves.	(It	is	one	
of	the	first	sacramentals	of	the	Church.	

3.	 Visit	the	graves	of	your	loved	ones	and	clean	
sites	in	a	spirit	of	prayer	and	penance.

4.	 Pray	the Eternal Rest	Prayer	on	your	rosary	

beads.	(Eternal	rest	grant	unto	them,	O	Lord,	
and	let	perpetual	light	shine	upon	them.		
May	their	souls	and	all	the	souls	of	the	faithful	
departed,	through	the	mercy	of	God,	rest	in	
peace.	Amen.)

5.	 Pray	the	Seven	Penitential	Psalms	(seven	
psalms	that	express	sorrow	for	one’s	sins:		
6,	32,	38,	51,	102,	130,	and	143).

Autumn devotions and practices

1.	 An	indulgence	is	granted	the	Christian	faithful	
who	devoutly	visit	a	cemetery	and	pray,	even	
if	only	mentally,	for	the	dead.	This	indulgence	
is	applicable	only	to	the	souls	in	purgatory.	
This	indulgence	is	a	plenary	one	from	Nov.	1	
through	Nov.	8	and	can	be	gained	on	each	one	
of	these	days.

2.	 Double	up	on	prayers	and	sacrifices	for	de-
parted	loved	ones	and	friends	during	this	
powerful	season	of	the	dead	(the	November	
remembrance).

3.	 Visit	cemeteries	with	your	children.	Teach	
youth	to	pray	the	Eternal Rest	Prayer.	
Again,	sprinkle	holy	water	on	the	graves	in	the	
cemetery.

4.	 Light	blessed	candles.	The	burning	of	a	candle	
is	a	sign	of	our	prayer,	a	bright,	silent	interces-
sor	for	the	Holy	Souls.
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The	foundation	of	the	Marian	Fathers	of	the	Immacu-
late	Conception	by	St	Stanislaus	Papczynski	had	as	its	
prime	purpose	the	proclamation	of	Devotion	to	the	
Immaculate	Conception	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary.		
This	Marian	life	faithfully	embraced	the	fullness	of	love	
for	all	the	Church,	the	living	and	deceased.	The	Founder	
in	his	“Rule	of	Life”	defined	the	community’s	special	
goal,	which	was	to	animate	members	of	the	commu-
nity	and	those	associated	with	it	a	like	spirit,	that	is,	to	
have	a	firm	awareness	that	“…	to	the	utmost	of	your	
strength	you	will	promote	devotion	to	the	Immaculate	
Conception	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary,	and	with	utmost	
zeal,	piety	and	fervour	assist	the	souls	of	the	faithful	
departed	subjected	to	expiatory	pains	–	especially	the	
souls	of	soldiers	and	those	who	died	of	pestilence”	(I,2).

This	spirit	of	assisting	souls	was	so	dear	to	the	heart	of	
St	Stanislaus	that	he	put	it	into	the	formula	of	pro-
nouncing	vows	and	had	it	second	among	the	three	
aims	of	his	order.	His	conviction	was:	“To	beg	God	
earnestly	for	the	release	of	Souls	who	find	themselves	
in	expiatory	flames	or	to	come	to	their	help	by	pious	
alms	as	well	as	by	various	other	means,	is	to	exercise	
the	highest	charity.”	

As	time	went	on,	the	Marian	Fathers	were	defined	as	
the	“most	zealous	devotees	of	praying	for	the	de-
ceased”	and	even	had	an	official	title	ascribed	to	it	as:	
The	Order	“assisting	the	deceased	and	pastors.”	So	it	is	
that	each	Marian	accepted	the	obligation	of	assisting	
the	deceased	during	the	rite	of	religious	profession	as	
defined	in	the	Rituals	of	1750	and	1791.	The	superior	
would	ask	the	candidate;	“Do	you	promise	to	come	
with	all	your	strength	to	the	rescue	of	the	Poor	Souls	in	
Purgatory	through	fervent	love	and	mercy?”	The	candi-
date	would	reply:	“I	promise.	I	will	constantly	endeav-
our	for	their	salvation”	(Ritual	1950).	Sadly	in	the	18th	
century	the	cause	of	assisting	the	deceased	slid	into	a	
low	level	of	importance,	even	though	an	active	Society	
for	the	Holy	Souls	was	guided	in	Lithuania	in	relation-
ship	with	devotion	to	St	Joseph,	patron	of	the	dying.

When	reviving	the	Marian	Fathers,	Blessed	George	
Matulaitis-Matuliewicz,	prepared	the	Constitutions	
of	1910	and	there	eliminated	the	daily	“Office	of	the	
Dead”	as	an	obligation,	the	Holy	See	acquiesced	to	
this	omission	but	added	a	note	in	general	terms	that	
the	Marian	Fathers	assist	the	Poor	Souls	in	Purgatory	
“precibus	et	suffragiis”	(by	prayers	and	suffrages)	in	

the	paragraph	listing	the	Congregation’s	particular	
devotions.	The	Marian	Fathers	included	a	paragraph	
instructing	prayer	for	the	deceased	during	the	Octave	
of	All	Souls	Day.	The	1988	Constitutions	read,	with	the	
thought	of	a	return	to	the	spirit	of	the	legacy	of	suf-
frages	for	the	deceased	–	paragraph	19;	“…our	Congre-
gation,	from	its	very	beginning,	following	the	abiding	
faith	of	the	Church	in	the	communion	of	saints	in	the	
mystical	Body	of	Christ,	with	great	devotion	honours	
the	memory	of	the	dead	and	offers	suffrages	for	them.	
(…)	Likewise,	they	shall	not	neglect	to	assist	the	dying	
who	face	the	most	critical	moment	of	their	lives.”	Today	
the	eschatological	element,	along	with	the	Marian	and	
Christological	elements,	is	more	fully	understood	and	
embraced,	thus	giving	more	strength	to	the	vibrant	
spiritual	life	of	all	who	serve	Christ	and	the	Church	in	
the	Marian	Family.

The	Association	of	Marian	Helpers	is,	as	it	were,	the	
extension	of	the	Congregation	of	Marian	Fathers	of	
the	Immaculate	Conception	in	the	heart	of	the	Church.	
Persons	of	all	walks	of	life	can,	under	the	patronage	
of	Mary	Immaculate,	become	auxiliary	members	of	
the	Congregation	of	Marian	Fathers.	From	the	time	of	
Blessed	George	and	particularly	from	the	establish-
ment	of	the	Marians	in	the	United	States,	people	from	
all	over	have	become	part	of	the	Marian	family	sharing	
in	its	efforts	and	rejoicing	in	its	successes.	Those	en-
rolled	are	accorded	a	share	in	the	Masses,	prayers,	good	
works,	sacrifices	and	merits	of	the	Congregation	during	
life	and	after	death.	Besides	participating	in	all	these	
benefits	all	Associates	are	asked,	yes	urged,	to	include	
other	members	in	their	Masses,	prayers	and	numerous	
spiritual	benefits.

This	circle	of	like-minded	and	dedicated	persons	form	
an	Association	whose	goal	is	to	spread	the	glory	of	God	
as	The	Divine	Mercy	and	devotion	to	the	Immaculate	
Conception	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary	by	supporting	all	
fields	of	labour	of	the	Congregation	of	Marian	Fathers.	
In	doing	this	all	carry	through	their	own	salvation	and	
aid	in	the	salvation	of	countless	others	including	the	
Souls	in	Purgatory	who	rely	on	suffrages	of	the	Church	
Militant	—	all	here	on	earth.

Our	times	have	become	indifferent	toward	Eternal	Life	
and	a	righteous	Fear	of	God,	consequently	a	very	little	
awareness	of	the	Souls	in	Purgatory.	Ignorance	of	the	
Church	as	threefold	-	here	on	earth	as	the	Church	Mili-

Praying	for 	Holy	Souls
A charism of the Marians and Association of Marian Helpers
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e tant,	in	purgatory	as	the	Church	Suffering,	and	in	heav-
en	as	the	Church	Triumphant	-	reduces	true	and	holy	
union	and	the	help	each	can	be	for	one	another.	Our	
responsibility	to	aid	each	other	here	on	earth	by	living	
ho		this	basic	profession	of	our	Christian	Faith	as	we	
say	–	“I	believe	in….	the	communion	of	saints.”	It	is	not	
only	saying	words	but	it	is	living	the	unity	and	bond	
given	us	at	Baptism.	The	time	to	correct	this	humanistic	
error	is	now,	we	as	a	vibrant	Marian	family	-	the	Marian	
Fathers	and	the	Association	of	Marian	Helpers	-	have	a	
wholesome	challenge	as	given	us	by	Blessed	Pope	Paul	
VI	in	May	of	1973:

While giving help to the souls undergoing purification 
after completing their earthly journey, teach people that 
they have (here) no lasting city, but they ought to seek 
the one that is to come (cf. Heb 13:14). Thus your spir-
itual and religious life will give you strength for taking 
on this apostolate, so abundant in fruits, which has been 
entrusted to you.”

We	Marian	Fathers	wish	to	recommit	ourselves,	and	
you	our	Associate	members,	to	praying	daily	for	the	
deceased.	With	this	in	mind	we	set	forth	the	Holy	Souls	
Sodality	as	the	fulfilment	of	our	Constitutions		“follow-
ing	the	abiding	faith	of	the	Church	in	the	communion	
of	saints	in	the	mystical	Body	of	Christ,	with	great	
devotion	honours	the	memory	of	the	dead	and	offers	
suffrages	for	them.”

For	more	informations	on	Holy Souls Sodality	visit:
http://www.prayforsouls.org

Saint		Stanislaus’s	three	mystical	
experiences	of	the	sufferings	in	Pur-
gatory	have	been	well	documented.	

First,	in	1675	when	he	was	in	the	
Ukraine	as	the	army	chaplain	during	
the	war	against	the	Turks	-	he	re-
ceived	a	vision	of	deceased	soldiers	
asking	for	his	intercession	before	the	
Lord.	Upon	his	return	to	his	reli-
gious	house	in	the	Korabiew	Forest	
he	called	his	companions	to	pray,	
make	acts	of	contrition,	and	perform	
works	of	mercy	for	the	intention	of	
the	deceased,	especially	victims	of	
war.		

The	next	incident	took	place	at	the	
Karski	Family	courtyard,	after	he	
had	already	initiated	the	communal	
life	in	the	Korabiew	community.	Fr	
Papczynski	had	a	vision	of	Purgatory	

during	the	meal	that	followed	the	
Holy	Mass.	In	the	presence	of	many	
people,	he	fell	into	ecstasy,	after	
which,	deeply	shaken,	he	immedi-
ately	returned	to	the	monastery.	
He	said	to	his	confreres,	surprised	
by	his	unexpected	return:	“I	beg	
you,	brothers,	pray	for	the	souls	
in	Purgatory,	because	they	suffer	
unbearable	tortures.”	After	this	he	
remained	for	several	days	in	his	cell,	
fervently	praying	and	fasting	for	the	
deceased.	

Finally,	the	third	experience	of	the	
mystery	of	Purgatory	was	granted	
St	Stanisalus	at	the	shrine	of	Our	
Lady	in	Studzianna,	in	1676,	where	
he	made	a	pilgrimage	with	the	goal	
of	begging	for	the	personal	grace	of	
good	health.	While	he	stayed	there	

at	the	monastery	of	the	St	Philip’s	
Fathers	his	health	worsened.	There	
was	fear	that	he	might	die.	Precisely	
then	-	being	in	ecstasy	-	he	was	
transported	to	Purgatory.	He	saw	
there	the	Mother	of	God	praying	for	
him,	that	he	would	receive	a	healing	
in	order	that	he	could	further	assist	
the	dead.	At	the	end	of	the	vision,	
he	quickly	recovered	strength	and	in	
the	Studzianna	Church	he	delivered	
a	long	sermon	to	the	faithful	on	the	
need	to	assist	the	departed	broth-
ers	and	sisters.		Finally,	on	February	
11	of	that	same	year,	he	accepted	
as	one	of	the	goals	of	his	Order,	that	
assistance	be	provided	“with	utmost	
diligence,	piety,	and	zeal”	for	the	
Poor	Souls	in	Purgatory,	especially	
soldiers	and	victims	of	epidemics.

A Friend of the Suffering Souls in Purgatory
From	the	life	of	St	Satnislaus	Papczynski
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Saint Faustina and the Holy Souls

I	saw	my	Guardian	
Angel,	who	ordered	
me	to	follow	him.	In	a	
moment	I	was	in	a	misty	
place	full	of	fire	in	which	
there	was	a	great	crowd	
of	suffering	souls.	They	
were	praying	fervently,	
but	to	no	avail,	for	
themselves;	only	we	
can	come	to	their	aid.	
The	flames	which	were	
burning	them	did	not	
touch	me	at	all.	My	

Guardian	Angel	did	not	leave	me	for	an	instant.	I	asked	
these	souls	what	their	greatest	suffering	was.		
They	answered	me	in	one	voice	that	their	greatest	tor-
ment	was	longing	for	God.	I	saw	Our	Lady	visiting	the	
souls	in	PURGATORY.	The	souls	call	her	“The	Star	of	the	
Sea.”	She	brings	them	refreshment.	I	wanted	to	talk	with	
them	some	more,	but	my	Guardian	Angel	beckoned	
me	to	leave.	We	went	out	of	that	prison	of	suffering.	[I	
heard	an	interior	voice]	which	said,	My	mercy	does	not	
want	this,	but	justice	demands	it.	Since	that	time,	I	am	in	
closer	communion	with	the	suffering	souls.	
(Diary,	20)

O	Jesus,	I	understand	that	Your	mercy	is	beyond	all	
imagining,	and	therefore	I	ask	You	to	make	my	heart	
so	big	that	there	will	be	room	in	it	for	the	needs	of	all	
the	souls	living	on	the	face	of	the	earth.	O	Jesus,	my	
love	extends	beyond	the	world,	to	the	souls	suffering	
in	PURGATORY,	and	I	want	to	exercise	mercy	toward	
them	by	means	of	indulgenced	prayers.	God’s	mercy	is	
unfathomable	and	inexhaustible,	just	as	God	Himself	is	
unfathomable.	Even	if	I	were	to	use	the	strongest	words	
there	are	to	express	this	mercy	of	God,	all	this	would	be	
nothing	in	comparison	with	what	it	is	in	reality.		
O	Jesus,	make	my	heart	sensitive	to	all	the	sufferings	of	
my	neighbour,	whether	of	body	or	of	soul.	O	my	Jesus,	
I	know	that	You	act	toward	us	as	we	act	toward	our	
neighbour.

My	Jesus,	make	my	heart	like	unto	Your	merciful	
Heart.	Jesus,	help	me	to	go	through	life	doing	good	to	
everyone.			(Diary,	692)

From the Novena to the Divine 
Mercy eighth day:

Today bring to Me the souls 
who are in the prison of Pur-
gatory, and immerse them in 
the abyss of My mercy. Let the 
torrents of My Blood cool down 
their scorching flames.  
All these souls are greatly loved by Me. They are 
making retribution to My justice. It is in your power 
to bring them relief. Draw all the indulgences from 
the treasury of My Church and offer them on their 
behalf. Oh, if you only knew the torments they suf-
fer, you would continually offer for them the alms of 
the spirit and pay off their debt to My justice. 
(Diary,	1226)

Most	Merciful	Jesus,	You	Yourself	have	said	that	You	
desire	mercy;	so	I	bring	into	the	abode	of	Your	Most	
Compassionate	Heart	the	souls	in	PURGATORY,	souls	
who	are	very	dear	to	You,	and	yet,	who	must	make	retri-
bution	to	Your	justice.	May	the	streams	of	Blood	and	
Water	which	gushed	forth	from	Your	Heart	put	out	the	
flames	of	the	purifying	fire,	that	in	that	place,	too,	the	
power	of	Your	mercy	may	be	praised.

From	that	terrible	heat	of	the	cleansing	fire 	
Rises	a	plaint	to	Your	mercy, 	
And	they	receive	comfort,	refreshment,	relief 	
In	the	stream	of	mingled	Blood	and	Water.

Eternal	Father,	turn	Your	merciful	gaze	upon	the	souls	
suffering	in	PURGATORY,	who	are	enfolded	in	the	Most	
Compassionate	Heart	of	Jesus.	I	beg	You,	by	the	sorrow-
ful	Passion	of	Jesus	Your	Son,	and	by	all	the	bitterness	
with	which	His	most	sacred	Soul	was	flooded,	manifest	
Your	mercy	to	the	souls	who	are	under	Your	just	scru-
tiny.	Look	upon	them	in	no	other	way	than	through	the	
Wounds	of	Jesus,	Your	dearly	beloved	Son;	for	we	firmly	
believe	that	there	is	no	limit	to	Your	goodness	and	
compassion.	(Diary,	1227)

The	Lord	said	to	me, Enter into PURGATORY often, 
because they need you there. O	my	Jesus,	I	under-
stand	the	meaning	of	these	words	which	You	are	
speaking	to	me,	but	first	let	me	enter	the	treasury	of	
Your	mercy.	(Diary,	1738)
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D I V I N E   M E R C Y   	
PUBLICATIONS AND RELIGIOUS ITEMS FOR NOVEMBER	

order	on	line:	www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk	
call:	020	8998	0925	or	email:	info@divinemercy.org.uk	

or	write	to:	Divine	Mercy	Apostolate		
1	Courtfield	Gardens,	London	W13	0EY

Heaven, Hell & Purgatory

Reflect	on	the	life	after	
death.	Selection	of	pas-
sages	from	the	Diary	of	
Saint	Faustina	Kowalska	
on	the	three	states	of	life	
after	death.
Leaflet.	Size:	8.7	x	18	cm
10	folded	pages		
Pack	of	10	copies	£	3.00
including	postage
Order: HHP   .

Let us Pray for the  
Holy Souls

Weekly	Prayers	for	the	
Holy	Souls	in	Purgatory.	

Leaflet.	Size:	10	x	21	cm.	
6	folded	pages.	Pack	of	
10	copies	£	3.00	including	
postage	
Order: PFHS   .

Praying With The Saints 
For The Holy Souls In 
Purgatory
Susan	Tassone
What	do	we	know	about	
purgatory	and	the	Holy	
Souls?	What	have	the	
saints	revealed	about	
purgatory	-	including	St	
Faustina	and	St	Stanislaus	
Papczynski,	Founder	of	
the	Marian	Fathers?
PB,	Size	A5,	128	pages	
£	10.90	+	postage	£	1.40	
Order: HSPBK

St Faustina Prayer Book 
For The Holy Souls In 
Purgatory
Susan	Tassone
The	St	Faustina	Prayer	
Book	for	the	Holy	Souls	
in	Purgatory	provides	a	
wealth	of	spiritual	tools	
coupled	with	the	wisdom	
of	St	Faustina	to	enhance	
your	devotion.
PB,	Size	A5,	128	pages	
£	14.90	+	postage	£	1.40	
Order: SFBK

Day by Day for the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory
Susan	Tassone
Every	day	we	have	
another	opportunity	to	
pray	for	the	Holy	Souls	
in	purgatory.	Here	is	a	
powerful	tool	to	help	you	
accomplish	that	mission.
PB,	Size	A5,	400	pages	
£	14.90	+	postage	£	1.40	
Order: DBD 

The Rosary for the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory
Susan	Tassone

PB,	size	A5,	194	pages
£9.99	+	postage	£	1.40
Order: RHS 

Prayers, Promises, and 
Devotions for the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory
Susan	Tassone

The	Holy	Souls	are	eager	
for	the	prayers	of	the	
faithful,	which	can	gain	in-
dulgences	for	them.	Their	
intercession	is	powerful.

PB,	size	A5,	192	pages

£10.99	+	postage	£	1.40

Order: PPHS

Way of the Cross for the 
Holy Souls in Purgatory

Susan	Tassone

Recall,	reflect,	remember,	
and	pray.

PB,	size	A5,	64	pages

£8.99	+	postage	£	1.40

Order: WCHS
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Graces	received	through	the	intercession	of	Saint	Faustina
I felt in my soul that  after my death I would be able to obtain more 

from the Lord Jesus than at the present time. (St Faustina Diary, 1614)

Prayer to obtain grace 
through the intercession 

of Saint Faustina

O Jesus, You inspired 
Saint Faustina with 
profound veneration for 
Your boundless Mercy. 
Grant me through her 
intercession, if it be Your 
holy will, the grace … 
for which I fervently pray.  
My sins render me 
unworthy of Your Mercy, 
but be mindful of Saint 
Faustina’s spirit of sacrifice 
and self-denial, and reward 
her virtue by granting 
the petition which, with 
childlike confidence,  
I present to You through her 
intercession.

Our	Father…,			Hail	Mary…,			
Glory…

Saint Faustina,  
pray for us.

People	from	around	the	world	rely	on	St	Faustina		
to	intercede	on	their	behalf	to	Our	Lord.

Prayer to Saint Faustina 
by St John Paul II

And	you,	Faustina,	a	gift	of	God		
to	our	time,	a	gift	from	the	land		
of	Poland	to	the	whole	Church,	
obtain	for	us	an	awareness	of		

the	depth	of	Divine	Mercy;		
help	us	to	have	a	living	experience	

of	it	and	to	bear	witness	to	it	among	
our	brothers	and	sisters.		

May	your	message	of	light	and	hope	
spread	throughout	the	world,		

spurring	sinners	to	conversion,	
calming	rivalries	and	hatred,	and	
opening	individuals	and	nations		
to	the	practice	of	brotherhood.		

Today,	fixing	our	gaze	with	you	on	
the	Face	of	the	Risen	Christ,	let	us	

make	our	own	your	prayer	of		
trusting	abandonment		
and	say	with	firm	hope:	

”Jesus,	I	trust	in	You!”.	
Rome, April 30, 2000

Miracle for canonisation

"I know in my heart that Faustina put 
in a word with Jesus, and His Heart 
touched mine. It's as simple as that."

On	October	5,	1995,	the	Feast	Day		
of	St	Faustina	(who	was	then	a	
blessed),	Fr	Ron	Pytel	who	suffered	
severe	heart	diseases	and	some	
friends	gathered	for	prayer	at	Holy	
Rosary	Church,	which	is	also	the		
Baltimore	archdiocesan	Shrine	of	
The	Divine	Mercy.	After	a	time	of	
prayer	for	the	healing	of	his	heart	
through	Sr	Faustina's	intercession,		
Fr	Ron	venerated	a	relic	of	St	Faus-
tina	and	collapsed.	He	felt	paralysed,	
but	was	completely	at	peace.		
A	subsequent	visit	to	his	cardiolo-
gist	showed	that	his	heart	had	been	
healed.	

Although	he	was	healed	through	
St	Faustina's	intercession,	Fr	Ron	
is	quick	to	point	out	that	Jesus	
healed	him.	"I	know	in	my	heart	that	
Faustina	put	in	a	word	with	Jesus,	
and	His	Heart	touched	mine.	It's	as	
simple	as	that,"	he	explained.	
After	almost	three	years	of	examin-
ing	Fr	Ron	and	his	medical	records,	
doctors	and	theologians	from	the	
Congregation	for	the	Cause	of	
Saints	concluded	an	exhaustive	
investigation	of	the	healing.	And	on	
December	20,	1999,	Pope	John	Paul	
II	ordered	publication	of	the	fact	of	
the	healing	as	a	miracle	through		
Sr	Faustina's	intercession,	leading	to	
her	canonization	on	Mercy	Sunday,	
April	30,	in	St	Peter's	Square.
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Myst ical  Temple of  God
Chapter 21, part 1 The Restoration of the Mystical Temple

The	Mystical	Temple	is	brought	to	ruin	by	impious	
deeds,	and	repaired	by	pious	deeds.	Thus	redeeming	
sins	with	alms	is	advised	by	Daniel	to	the	king	of	Assyria.	
Thus	prayers,	along	with	merciful	generosity,	and	the	
burial	of	the	dead,	made	Tobias	a	friend	of	God.	For	
mercy	embracing	everything	is	able	both	to	appease	the	
angry	God	and	to	retain	the	grace	of	the	Favourable	God.

There	are	fourteen	works	of	mercy,	with	which	you	will	
achieve	everything	with	God.

Those	relating	to	the	body	are	recorded	in	the	follow-
ing	line	of	verse:	I visit, give drink, give food, ransom, 
cover, welcome, bury.

Those	relating	to	the	spirit	are	contained	in	the	follow-
ing	line	of	verse:	I advise, forgive, console, 
admonish, teach, pray, remit.

The	remarkable	work	of	visiting the sick	is	
praised	by	our	Lord	and	Saviour	Himself,	
who	said,	“[I	was	sick],	and	you	visited	me”	
(LV	Mt	25:36).	Those,	who	practice	this	
work	in	a	truly	praiseworthy	manner,	do	
not	approach	the	beds	of	the	poor	and	the	
sick	with	empty	hands.	John	of	God,	as	he	
is	called,	a	most	blessed	man,	founded	an	
Order,	that	has	the	duty	and	the	vocation	
to	seek	out	the	sick	who	have	become	poor	
and	to	take	care	of	them.	In	all	the	regions	of	Europe,	
among	the	Christians	of	true	faith,	this	most	pious	Or-
der	has	become	so	famous	for	its	distinctive	charity,	that	
we	commonly	call	it	the	Good	Brothers	because	of	their	
truly	good	work,	with	which	they	are	very	occupied.

In	many	places,	especially	in	Rome,	there	are	houses	
for	the	sick,	to	whom	the	generosity	of	merciful	people	
providing	everything,	along	with	medicines,	paves	for	
itself	a	sure	path	to	heaven.	In	that	City	one	can	also	
see	the	Supreme	Rector	of	Seminaries,	also	the	purple-
clad	august	assembly	of	the	Church,	in	turn	at	the	feet	
of	the	destitute	and	the	sick,	with	how	great	a	consola-
tion	for	them!	With	how	great	a	profit	for	themselves!	
With	how	great	an	edification	of	the	people!	For	who	
would	not	dare	to	undertake	what	the	purpleclad	are	
not	ashamed	of?

Next,	to	give food and drink to the needy	is	proper	
to	great	mercy.	Pope	Clement	IX,	who	died	in	a	very	
saintly	way	two	years	ago	(I	write	this	in	1671),	follow-
ing	the	custom	of	Gregory	the	Great	frequently	invited	
the	poor	to	his	table.	Those	who	have	experienced	it,	
speak	about	this	charity	far	and	wide.

But	also	illustrious	women,	like	Elizabeth,	Hedwig,	and	
Cunegunda	became	famous	through	this	virtue.	Fortu-
nate	women,	if	they	now	have	imitators!	But	if	high	rank	
or	public	business	hinders	someone	from	this	work,	he	
will	not	lack	a	reward	if	he	does	it	through	others.

The ransoming of captives,	especially	from	infidels,	o	
how	glorious!	How	meritorious!	Paolinus,	bishop	of	
Nola,	who	got	rid	of	all	that	belonged	to	him	and	to	
the	Church	for	this	work	[of	mercy]	and	finally	gave	
himself	up	as	a	ransom	for	the	son	of	a	poor	widow.	
What	can	those	say	to	this	whose	gold	groans	con-
fined,	when	it	would	be	most	right	to	use	it	for	captives	
groaning	among	the	Moors	and	Scythians?	Saint	Peter	

Nolasco,	as	well	as	St	Raymond,	founded	
holy	congregations	of	Religious	who	de-
voted	themselves	to	ransoming	of	captives	
with	such	perfection	that	they	gave	them-
selves	in	pledge	for	their	freedom.	I	grieve	
that	such	men	as	these,	so	pious	and	holy,	
are	absent	from	Poland,	when	legions	of	
the	Sarmatic	race	are	detained,	with	danger	
to	their	eternal	salvation,	both	among	the	
Tartars	and	among	the	Turks,	whom	they	
could	help.	Cornelius	the	mimic	actor	is	
equal	to	that	most	holy	acetic	Theodulos	in	
God’s	reckoning:	in	order	to	find	a	remedy	

for	the	feelings	of	shame	of	a	certain	noble	lady	and	
secure	the	freedom	of	her	bankrupt	husband,	confined	
by	his	creditors,	he	had	sold	his	clothes	and	furniture,	
and	having	received	in	this	way	four	hundred	golden	
coins,	he	offered	it	to	relieve	another’s	misery.	Just	con-
sider	how	highly	God	values	you,	who	value	your	own	
wealth	as	nothing,	if	you	offer	it	to	the	poor.

The	very	law	of	nature	bids	us	cover the naked.	For	how	
can	we	bear	uncovered	flesh	of	our	flesh?	That	woman	
Thaumaturge	of	Sienna	could	not	bear	it:	she	stripped	
herself	of	her	under-garment	to	cover	a	pauper	and	
for	that	reason,	as	a	gift	from	Christ,	she	never	felt	cold	
again.	Martin	could	not	bear	it	being	still	a	catechumen,	
he	covered	a	naked	man,	I	should	have	said	Christ,	with	
half	his	soldier’s	cloak.	John	Gamrat,	bishop	of	Cracow,	
could	not	bear	it:	he	–	otherwise	not	holy	-	used	to	be	
followed	by	carts	loaded	with	clothes,	which	he	used	to	
place	on	any	needy	people	he	met,	and	for	that	reason	
he	deserved	to	be	warned	at	the	right	time	by	the	grace	
of	God	concerning	his	death,	so	that	he	could	add	peni-
tence	to	his	mercy	and	be	saved.	And	as	for	you,	who	
are	immersed	in	the	filth	of	sins,	will	you	not	release	
yourselves	by	the	clothes	given	to	the	poor?												(TBC)	
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I am now totally pain free	
I	had	been	suffering	from	severe	lower	back	pain	
for	quite	some	time.	About	a	year	ago,	it	became	
very	bad	in	my	lumbar	and	right	hip	area.	Walking,	
sleeping,	even	sitting	was	painful.	I	had	been	going	to	
many	doctors	to	seek	relief	but	without	success.	I	am	
60	years	old.

One	day,	March	1	to	be	exact,	I	was	sitting	in	a	hot	
tub	of	water,	seeking	relief	and	was	reading	MARIAN	
HELPER	BULLETIN.	I	read	with	interest	the	letter	on	
“Graces	Received”	and	the	powerful	physical	healings	
attributed	to	St	Stanislaus	Papczynski.	I	believe	in	
intercessory	prayer,	so	I	thought	why	not	seek	his	
help.

That	night	I	asked	St	Stanislaus	to	intercede	with	the	
Father	to	heal	my	back.	This	was	a	frequent	aspiration	
over	the	next	few	days.

On	Sunday	morning,	March	4,	while	lying	in	bed,	I	felt	
and	heard	a	“click”	in	the	area	of	pain.

I	am	now	totally	pain	free.	I	can	walk	and	kneel	
without	any	discomfort.	Yesterday,	as	I	do	each	week	
while	here	in	Florida,	I	played	golf	without	any	pain	or	
problem	whatsoever.	I	could	bend	and	rotate	with	no	
discomfort.

Praise	God	and	thanks	to	the	powerful	intercession	of	
Fr	Papczynski,	I	have	been	healed.	I	have	shared	this	
with	my	wife	and	friends	here	in	Florida	and	will	do	so	
when	I	return	to	my	home	in	Albany,	NY.	Until	now	I	
never	knew	of	this	priest.

JB

My leg hurt me for over 10 years 
I	had	varicose	veins	on	my	legs.	One	of	my	legs	
particularly	hurt	me	for	over	10	years.	Twice	I	went	to	
the	hospital	because	of	it,	with	no	success.	I	had	been	
told	that	I	suffered	from	a	thrombus	that	blocked	the	
circulation	in	my	leg.

Many	forms	of	treatment	were	applied,	including	
surgery.	Nothing	helped.	Seeing	the	futility	of	all	
efforts,	the	doctors	pronounced	me	disabled	and	
eligible	for	disability	payments.	However,	I	still	went	to	
see	one	doctor	after	another.	But	the	results	were	still	
deplorable.	I	was	not	even	able	to	walk,	and,	because	
of	this	big	wound	on	my	leg,	it	was	painful	even	to	lie	
down.

I	am	single	and	live	in	an	apartment.	Everything	was	
even	more	difficult	because	of	this	since	I	could	count	
only	on	my	neighbours’	help.	At	that	time,	I	was	only	43.	
I	thought	of	my	future	with	sadness	and	depression.

Once	two	women	came	to	visit	me	and	they	saw	my	
depression	and	the	wound.	Not	wanting	to	upset	me,	
they	did	not	say	anything	and	left.	About	that	time,	I	
got	a	copy	of	the	novena	to	Saint	Stanislaus	Papczynski.

Oh,	with	what	fervency,	zeal,	and	tears	did	I	begin	
to	pray	for	healing!	What	was	not	accomplished	by	
medicine	was	done	by	prayer.	In	two	weeks’	time,	
my	wound	was	healed.	My	story	can	be	certified	by	
the	two	women	who	came	to	see	me	and	also	by	my	
confessor,	our	pastor.

ZN
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 lifeGraces Received

Through the intercession of Saint Stanislaus Papczynski

A PRAYER TO OBTAIN GRACES THROUGH THE  
INTERCESSION OF SAINT STANISLAUS PAPCZYNSKI

Saint	Stanislaus,	gracious	intercessor	before	
God,	defender	of	the	oppressed	and	patron	of	
those	in	mortal	danger,	you	always	zealously	

served	Jesus	and	His	Immaculate	Mother	for	the	
salvation	of	immortal	souls	and	you	took	pity	on	

every	misery.	Trusting	in	your	intercession,		
I	have	recourse	to	you,	and	I	ask	that	you	do	

not	deny	me	your	help.	By	your	earnest	prayers,	
obtain	for	me	from	God	the	grace	…		for	which		

I	beg	you	with	trust,	and	help	me,	all	my	life	
long,	to	fulfil	the	will	of	the	Heavenly	Father.	

Amen.
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THE MARIANS IN VIETNAM
Fr Bogusław Gil MIC

For	me	the	presence	of	the	Marians	in	Vietnam	is	a	true	
gift	of	God.	That’s	a	gift	for	our	Congregation	and	in	the	
same	time	a	gift	for	the	Church	in	Vietnam.

There	are	the	people	who	sometimes	do	ask	me:	Why	Vi-
etnam	and	not	another	country,	for	example	Australia	or	
Canada?	I	can	simply	reply:	I	believe	that	God	wants	us	
in	Vietnam.	Because	if	God	“does	not	dwell	in	buildings	
of	stone	but	in	the	heart	of	living	man”,	as	Pope	Benedict	
used	to	say,	He	also	communicates	His	will	through	the	
living	people	we	meet	and	the	events	of	our	life.	

The	events	and	people	who	guided	our	Congregation	
to	Vietnam	were	many.	Certainly	the	Superior	General	
Fr	Andrzej	Pakuła	MIC	who	took	decision	in	favour	of	
this	new	mission	would	say	more	about	it.	I	want	only	
to	introduce	to	you	those	who	from	my	perspective	are	
the	sign	and	voice	of	God	calling	us	as	the	Marians	to	
Vietnam.

There	are	6	young	Vietnamese	men	who	actually	are	
recognizing	in	the	Marians	a	gift	for	them.	They	want	
also	to	give	themselves	to	God	in	our	Congregation.	
Among	those	six	the	two	oldest	ones:	Tùng	(25	years	
old)	and	Than	(24		years	old)	have	just	finished	the	
first	year	of	the	initial	formation	(Postulancy)	in	Saigon	
and	have	been	sent	to	the	Philippines	to	improve	
their	English.	Next	year	they	should	begin	the	Noviti-
ate	there.	I	met	them	in	their	native	parishes	when	I	
went	to	introduce	our	Congregation	there.	During	the	
Mass	I	was	speaking	about	our	Founder	St	Stanislaus	
and	directly	after	the	celebration	Tùng	approached	
me	and	said:	Father,	I	want	to	follow	Fr	Stanislaus.	
His	family	has	begun	to	venerate	our	Founder	almost	
immediately.	They	have	ordered	the	images	of	the	
Saint	and	prayed	the	Novena	through	his	intercession	
which	we	had	translated	into	Vietnamese	language.	
Than,	another	postulant	was	attracted	by	the	person	

Fr	Bogusław	Gill	MIC	
with	the	candidates	from	Vietnam
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of	St	Stanislaus.	When	I	asked	him	what	was	for	him	
the	most	important	in	our	Congregation,	he	an-
swered:	The	prayer	for	the	departed	and	con-
stant	memory	of	them	willed	by	Father	
Founder.

Other	candidates	who	contin-
ue	yet	their	studies	in	differ-
ent	schools	and	universities	
of	Saigon	feel	also	a	call	to	
the	Marians.	

Diên	(22	years	old),	the	
first	one	I	have	known	
among	the	six,	says:		
Father,	when	we	met	the	
first	time,	I	saw	in	you	
something	what	I	recog-
nized	after	in	other	Marians	
who	came	to	visit	us.	That	
‘something’	common	to	all	the	
Marians	I	have	met	was	the	way	of	
life,	the	way	of	teaching	and	preaching	
which	made	me	feel	close	to	you.

Biên,	who	is	in	the	same	age,	talks	in	a	similar	way	
about	his	first	meeting	with	our	small	community	and	
his	decision	regarding	admission	to	our	Formation	
House	in	Saigon:	I	always	prayed	a	lot	to	the	Mother	
Mary.	She	was	an	important	person	for	me	and	for	my	

family.	We	have	even	experienced	a	miracle	through	
her	intercession:	my	younger	brother	has	been	healed	

by	her.	That’s	why	I	wanted	to	join	a	religious	con-
gregation	consecrated	to	the	Blessed	Virgin	

Mary.	I	have	known	some	communities	
but	only	when	I	entered	your	house	

and	when	you	invited	me	simply	
for	a	lunch	I	felt	at	home.

The	two	last	ones	Hà	and	
Dũng	have	joined	us	because	
they	like	our	charism.	They	
want	to	know	better	the	
“Immaculate	Mother	Mary”	
as	they	say,	and	are	also	very	

interested	in	the	apostolate	
of	Divine	Mercy.	That	devotion	

has	become	in	Vietnam	very	
popular	and	many	people	look	

even	for	the	Divine	Mercy	Congre-
gation.

So,	if	God,	who	lives	in	human	hearts,	speaks	
to	us	through	the	living	people,	He	wants	certainly	
to	tell	us	something	important	through	these	young	
Vietnamese	men.	I	believe	that	He	calls	us	to	become	
ever	more	missionaries	and	never	forget	that	our	Mar-
ian	charism	is	universal.	We	belong	to	Christ	and	the	
Church.

Friends	and	Family	with	
the	Candidates	from	Vietnam

Fr	Wojciech	Jasinski	MIC		and	Fr		Bogusław	Gill	MIC	
with	the	Candidates	from	Vietnam

Vietnam
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From the Apostolate...
Photo gallery of the recent events organised by Divine Mercy Apostolate

Pilgrimage to Aylesford 
28 August 2017

Pilgrimage to Fatima 
11 - 15 September 2017
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St Boniface Church, Tooting  SW17 9PG 
9 September 2017

St John Portsmouth Cathedral 
16 September 2017

Sacred Heart, Kilburn, London NW6 4PS 
26 August 2017

Divine  

Mercy  

Retreats
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From the Apostolate...
You are warmly invited to the monthly prayer groups  

and events organised by the Divine Mercy Apostolate, 
Marian Fathers

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGES & RETREATS
28 October 2017		 St	John	Fisher	Church,	41/42	Langdale	Gardens,	Perivale,	Greenford,	

	 Middlesex,	UB6	8DQ	11	am	–	5	pm

4 November 2017		 Sacred	Heart	Church,		Edge	Hill,	Wimbledon,	London	SW19	4LU	

	 11	am	-	4.30	pm

11 November 2017	 St	Agnes	Church,	35	Cricklewood	Lane,	London	NW2	1HR

	 11	am	–	5	pm

16 – 20 Nov. 2017	 Pilgrimage	to	Knock,	Ireland

26 November 2017			 St	Matthews	Church,	Safron	Drive,	Allerton,	Bradford,	BD15	7NQ.

	 2	pm	–	6	pm

9 December 2017			 St	Edward	the	Confessor	Church,	700	Finchley	Road,	Golders	Green	

	 NW11	7NE	11	am	–	4:30	pm	

For additional information and to organise a retreat at your parish church contact our office: 
Divine Mercy Apostolate, 1 Courtfield Gardens, West Ealing, London W13 0EY 

tel. 020 8998 0925;   email: info@divinemercy.org.uk

MARIAN DAY OF PRAYER 
TO THE DIVINE MERCY 

Divine Mercy Apostolate
1 Courtfield Gardens 

West Ealing 
London W13 0EY 

tel. 020 8998 0925 

First Saturday
of the Month 

10.30 am - 4.30 pm

Please call to check in advance

Church of Our Lady  
2 Windsor Road, Ealing 

London W5 5PD

2 minute walk from Ealing 
Broadway station

2.00 pm Exposition

2.30 pm Chaplet

3.00 pm Hour of Mercy

3.30 pm Holy Mass

4.30 pm Tea and Coffee 

THE HOUR OF MERCY
First Friday Every Month

Divine	Mercy	Apostolate	of	Marian	Fathers	Charitable	Trust		
is	a	Registered	Charity	No:	1075608.

All	our	pastoral	work,	retreats,	conferences,	publications	and	
others	are	solely	depended	on	the	donations	made	by		

Divine	Mercy	Apostolate	members	and	supporters.
Please,	be	generous	in	your	offerings	and	if	possible	make	your	

donation	Gift	Aided	(forms	are	send	on	request).	

How	to	make	a	donation:
On	our	website:	www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk	

click	the	DONATIONS	tag	and	follow	the	link	to	Paypal.
If	you	would	like	to	arrange	a	transfer	or	make	a	regular		

standing	order	payment	our	bank	details	are:	
Marian	Fathers	Charitable	Trust	–	Apostolate			

Barclay	Bank:	Sort	Code	20-39-53	
Account	No:	80125997

You	can	also	make	a	donation	via	Debit/	Credit	Card
God	bless	and	thank	you	for	your	support

THE	WAYS	TO	SUPPORT	OUR	PASTORAL	ACTIVITIES



The message of 
the Divine Mercy 
is simple. It is that 
God loves us – all 
of us. And, He 
wants us to recog-
nise that His mercy 
is greater than 
our sins, so that 
we will call upon 
Him with trust, 
receive His mercy, 
and let it flow 
through us to oth-

ers. Thus, all will come to share His joy.  
This message and devotion to Jesus as the Divine 
Mercy is based on the writings of Saint Faustina 
Kowalska, a Polish nun who, in obedience to her 
spiritual director, wrote a diary (Divine Mercy in My 
Soul) recording the revelations she received about 
God’s mercy. Even before her death in 1938, the 
devotion to the Divine Mercy had begun to spread.
The message and devotional practices proposed 
in the Diary of Saint Faustina are completely in 
accordance with the teachings of the Church and 
are firmly rooted in the Gospel message of our 
Merciful Saviour. Properly understood and imple-
mented, they will help us grow as genuine follow-
ers of Christ. 
Take time to learn more about the mercy of God, 
learn to trust in Jesus, and live your life as one 
who is merciful to others, as Christ .

THE	ELEMENTS	OF	THE	
DIVINE	MERCY	DEVOTION	
based on Jesus’ words to St Faustina

The	Feast	of	Mercy	
Divine	Mercy	Sunday 

I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge 
and shelter for all souls, and especially for 
poor sinners. On that day the very depths 
of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who 
approach the fount of My mercy. The soul 
that will go to Confession and receive Holy 
Communion shall obtain complete forgive-
ness of sins and punishment. On that day all 
the divine floodgates through which graces 
flow are opened ... It is My desire that it be 
solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after 
Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it 
turns to the Fount of My Mercy (Diary, 699). 

The	Image	of	the	Merciful	Jesus 
Paint an image according to the pattern 
you see, with the signature: Jesus, I trust 
in You ... I promise that the soul that will 
venerate this image will not perish. I also 
promise victory over [its] enemies already 
here on earth, especially at the hour of 
death. I Myself will defend it as My own 
glory (Diary 47,48). 
The two rays denote Blood and Water. The 
pale ray stands for the Water which makes 
souls righteous. The red ray stands for the 
Blood which is the life of souls ... These 
two rays issued forth from the very depths 
of My tender mercy when My agonised 
Heart was opened by a lance on the Cross 
(Diary, 299).
This image serves as a vessel for obtaining 
graces, and to be a sign which is to remind the 
world of the need to trust in God and to show 
mercy towards our neighbour. The words found 
in the signature beneath the image - Jesus I 
trust in You - speak of an attitude of trust.

The	Hour	of	Mercy

At three o’clock, implore My mercy, especially 
for sinners; and, if only for a brief moment, 
immerse yourself in My Passion, particu-
larly in My abandonment at the moment of 
agony. This is the hour of great mercy for 
the whole world ... In this hour, I will refuse 
nothing to the soul that makes a request of 
Me in virtue of My Passion ... (Diary, 1320). 

From these instructions, it is clear that Jesus wants 
us to turn our attention to His Passion at the three 
o’clock hour to whatever degree our duties allow, 
and He wants us to ask for His mercy. We may 
not all be able to make the Stations of the Cross 
or adore Him in the Blessed Sacrament or say the 
Chaplet but we can always say a short prayer such 
as: ‘Jesus, Mercy’, or ‘Jesus, for the sake of Your 
Sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the 
whole world’ or The Three O’Clock Prayer: ‘You ex-
pired Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for 
souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the 
whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Your-
self out upon us’ (Diary, 1319).

The	Chaplet	to	the	Divine	Mercy 
Whoever will recite it will receive great 
mercy at the hour of death ... Priests will 
recommend it to sinners as their last hope of 
salvation. Even if there were a sinner most 
hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet 
only once, he would receive grace from My in-
finite mercy ... I desire to grant unimaginable 
graces to those souls who trust in My mercy
(Diary, 687).
In a vision to St Faustina, Jesus revealed a power-
ful prayer that He wanted everyone to say - the 
Chaplet to the Divine Mercy. He promised extraor-
dinary graces to those who would recite it. Prayed 
on ordinary rosary beads, it may be said at any 
time. But our Lord specifically requested that it be 
used as a novena on the nine days before the Feast 
of Mercy on the second Sunday of Easter. It is also 
especially appropriate to say the Chaplet during 
the Hour of Mercy.	

 Spreading	the	Divine	Mercy	Devotion 
Souls who spread the honour of My mercy I 
shield through their entire lives as a tender 
mother her infant, and at the hour of death I 
will not be a Judge for them, but the Merciful 
Saviour (Diary, 1075).
All those souls who will glorify My mercy and 
spread its worship, encouraging others to 
trust in My mercy, will not experience terror at 
the hour of death. My mercy will shield them 
in that final battle (Diary, 1540). 
By these words Jesus encourages us to spread de-
votion to the Divine Mercy. The foundation for the 
worship and apostolate of the Divine Mercy is the 
testimony of one’s own life according to the spirit 
of this devotion; the spirit of childlike confidence 
in the goodness and omnipotence of God accom-
panied by an active love of one’s neighbour.	

D I V I N E 	 	 M E R C Y 	 M E S S A G E 	 	 A N D 	 	 D E V O T I O N

J E S U S ,
	 I 	 T R U S T 	 I N 	 Y O U

How	to	pray	the	Chaplet:
Begin with:  Our Father, Hail Mary, Creed
Then, on the five large beads:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins 
and those of the whole world.
On the ten small beads:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.
Conclude with (say 3 times):
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One,  
have mercy on us and on the whole world.



The Divine Mercy Apostolate of the Marian Fathers as a part of the Asso-
ciation of Marian Helpers is a community of the Christian faithful, gathered 
freely in order to attain spiritual benefits and charitable  activity of the 
Church. The purpose of the Association is:
 •  to promote the message and devotion to the Divine Mercy; 
 •  to promote devotion to the Blessed  Virgin Mary, the Immaculate  
     Mother of God; 
   •  to assist the Souls suffering in Purgatory; 
   •  to stimulate, foster and sustain priestly and religious vocations; 
 • to assist the members in their striving for holiness of life and in 
    their active participation in the mission of the Church.
Membership in the Divine Mercy Apostolate is open to all the faithful - cler-
gy, religious, and laity - who in the spirit of the Marian Fathers, desire to 
more fully seek its assistance in striving towards Christian perfection.
The Apostolate accepts members on a perpetual or temporary basis and ad-
mits others to share in the spiritual benefits  of the Association of Marian 
Helpers.

The members share in the spiritual fruits of the Holy Masses, prayers, and 
good works of the Marian Fathers. Through our magazine Messenger of 

Divine Mercy, and various other materials, members receive information about 
the Marian family and are encouraged to work on their personal holiness.
Services include enrolment in the Association, novenas throughout the year, 
a mail order catalogue, national and overseas pilgrimages, spiritual retreats 
and conferences and a variety of publications which inform members about 
the work of the Marians while promoting message and devotion to the Di-
vine Mercy.
If you would like to be a member of the Divine Mercy Apostolate and 
benefit from the membership please return the enclosed form to us. 
We will send you a welcome pack with detailed information.

Request Form (please fill in and post to):  
DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE
Marian Fathers 
1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY  
tel: 020 8998 0925 e-mail: info@divinemercy.org.uk

I would like to receive the quarterly magazine MESSENGER OF DIVINE MERCY 
The magazine is free of charge to the members of the Divine Mercy Apostolate.

............................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

Name

Address

Post code

Emaill

Telephone number

Dear Father John,  
I would like to receive more  information about  
becoming a member of the Divine Mercy Apostolate 
and the Association of Marian Helpers and also help 
others in deepening their devotion to the Divine 
Mercy.

II

D I V I N E  M E R C Y  A P O S T O L A T E
O p e n i n g  h o u r s : 	 Monday - Friday 9 am - 4 pm

D a i l y  M a s s :  Monday - Friday 2.30 pm
Hour of Mercy,  Exposition, Chaplet to the Divine Mercy: 

Monday - Friday 3 pm
1 Courtfield Gardens, Ealing, London W13 0EY 

T: 020 8998 0925;  E-mail: info@divinemercy.org.uk
divinemercyapostolate.co.uk. Registered Charity No: 1075608

BECOMING AN APOSTLE OF DIVINE MERCY


