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Dear Marian Helpers, 

It is Jesus that we have come to seek because he first sought us. It is he who has 
inflamed our hearts with the desire to take the Good News to the large cities and to 
the small communities, to the countryside and to all the corners of this vast planet. 
I will always place my hopes in the young people of Brazil and in the young around 
the world: through them, Christ is preparing a new springtime all over the earth. 
I have seen its first fruits and I know that others will joyfully reap the full harvest.

With these words, Pope Francis said farewell at the end of his visit to Rio de Janiero where 
he had come for the 28th World Youth Day (22-29 July 2013).  For the millions of young 
people who had travelled from around the world to participate in this event by listening 
to catechesis, by sharing their encounter with Jesus Christ, but above all by being united 
in prayer with the Church these days were a great experience of faith.  Around three and 
a half million young people attended the Mass  celebrated by the Holy Father on Sunday 
28 July on the waterfront at Copacabana in Rio, where they listened to the Word of God 
and participated in the Eucharist.  This was an extraordinary experience of the faith of the 
Church.  For us in Europe, where it is rare to see a larger group of young people in church, 
this was a living witness of Jesus Christ – three million young people, full of enthusiasm, 
congregating around the Vicar of Christ to hear about Jesus, about his love for us, and to 
be sent out to tell the world about Jesus, just like the first Christians.

The statue of the risen Jesus which towers over Rio 
de Janiero and which we see on the cover of our 
magazine, figured in the logo of this World Youth 
Day.  The open arms of Jesus are not trying to 
embrace but rather are revealing the loving heart 
of God in which there is a place for everyone, even 
for those who live in the most far-flung corners of 

the Earth.  The gesture of these wide-open arms is also a sign telling us that we are being 
sent out.  This gesture recalls the words that Jesus addressed to his disciples when he 
sent them out into the world, “Go and make disciples  of all nations!” (cf Mt 28:19).  These 
words formed the main theme of this year’s World Youth Day.

Although many of us have left our youth behind us and our hair is streaked with silver, the 
experience and the message coming from Rio is important for us as well.  It strengthens 
our faith and our hope while calling us to reveal  the love that God has for everyone.  The 
Church calls all people to proclaim Christ to the ends of the Earth, regardless of their age.  
Each of us is called to be an Apostle of the love of God.

“Go and make disciples
of all nations!”

(cf. Mt 28:19)
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Brother Bishops and Priests, Dear Young Friends,

“Go and make disciples of all nations”. With these 
words, Jesus is speaking to each one of us, saying: 
“It was wonderful to take part in World Youth Day, to 
live the faith together with young people from the 
four corners of the earth, but now you must go, now 
you must pass on this experience to others.” Jesus is 
calling you to be a disciple with a mission! Today, in 
the light of the word of God that we have heard, what 
is the Lord saying to us? Three simple ideas: Go, do 
not be afraid, and serve.

Go.
During these days here in Rio, you have been able to 
enjoy the wonderful experience of meeting Jesus, 
meeting him together with others, and you have 
sensed the joy of faith. But the experience of this 
encounter must not remain locked up in your life or 
in the small group of your parish, your movement, 
or your community. That would be like withholding 
oxygen from a flame that was burning strongly. Faith 
is a flame that grows stronger the more it is shared 
and passed on, so that everyone may know, love and 
confess Jesus Christ, the Lord of life and history.

Careful, though! Jesus did not say: “if you would like 
to, if you have the time”, but: “Go and make disciples 
of all nations.” Sharing the experience of faith, bearing 
witness to the faith, proclaiming the Gospel: this is a 
command that the Lord entrusts to the whole Church, 
and that includes you; but it is a command that is 
born not from a desire for domination or power 
but from the force of love, from the fact that Jesus 
first came into our midst and gave us, not a part of 
himself, but the whole of himself, he gave his life in 
order to save us and to show us the love and mercy 
of God. Jesus does not treat us as slaves, but as free 
men, as friends, as brothers and sisters; and he not 
only sends us, he accompanies us, he is always beside 
us in our mission of love.

Where does Jesus send us? There are no borders, 
no limits: he sends us to everyone. The Gospel is 
for everyone, not just for some. It is not only for 
those who seem closer to us, more receptive, more 
welcoming. It is for everyone. Do not be afraid to 
go and to bring Christ into every area of life, to the 
fringes of society, even to those who seem farthest 
away, most indifferent. The Lord seeks all, he wants 
everyone to feel the warmth of his mercy and his 
love.
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POPE FRANCIS’
HOMILY

Holy Mass for the
28th World Youth  Day 

Copacabana Beach

Rio de Janiero, Brazil

28 July 2013
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Copocabana Beach: 3.5 million pilgrims attend the final Mass!
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In particular, I would like Christ’s command: “Go” to 
resonate in you young people from the Church in 
Latin America, engaged in the continental mission 
promoted by the Bishops. Brazil, Latin America, the 
whole world needs Christ! Saint Paul says: “Woe to 
me if I do not preach the Gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16). This 
continent has received the proclamation of the 
Gospel which has marked its history and borne 
much fruit. Now this proclamation is entrusted also 
to you, that it may resound with fresh power. The 
Church needs you, your enthusiasm, 
your creativity and the joy that is so 
characteristic of you. A great Apostle 
of Brazil, Blessed José de Anchieta, set 
off on the mission when he was only 
nineteen years old. Do you know what 
the best tool is for evangelizing the 
young? Another young person. This is 
the path to follow!

Do not be afraid. 
Some people might think: “I have no 
particular preparation, how can I go and 
proclaim the Gospel?” My dear friend, 
your fear is not so very different from 
that of Jeremiah, a young man like you, 
when he was called by God to be a 
prophet. We have just heard his words: 
“Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know 
how to speak, for I am only a youth”. 
God says the same thing to you as he 
said to Jeremiah: “Be not afraid ... for I 
am with you to deliver you” (Jer 1:7,8). He 
is with us!

“Do not be afraid!” When we go to 
proclaim Christ, it is he himself who 
goes before us and guides us. When he 
sent his disciples on mission, he promised: “I am with 
you always” (Mt 28:20). And this is also true for us! Jesus 
does not leave us alone, he never leaves you alone! 
He always accompanies you.

And then, Jesus did not say: “One of you go”, but “All 
of you go”: we are sent together. Dear young friends, 
be aware of the companionship of the whole Church 
and also the communion of the saints on this mission. 
When we face challenges together, then we are 
strong, we discover resources we did not know we 
had. Jesus did not call the Apostles to live in isolation, 
he called them to form a group, a community. I would 
like to address you, dear priests concelebrating with 
me at this Eucharist: you have come to accompany 
your young people, and this is wonderful, to share 
this experience of faith with them! But it is a stage 

on the journey. Please continue to accompany 
them with generosity and joy, help them to become 
actively engaged in the Church; never let them 
feel alone! And at this point I would like to express 
my heartfelt thanks to the Youth Ministry groups, 
to the Movements and the new Communities that 
accompany the young people in their experience 
of being Church. They are so creative, so audacious. 
Carry on and do not be afraid! 

The final word: serve. 
The opening words of the psalm that we 
proclaimed are: “Sing to the Lord a new 
song” (Psalm 95:1). What is this new song? 
It does not consist of words, it is not a 
melody, it is the song of your life, it is 
allowing our life to be identified with that 
of Jesus, it is sharing his sentiments, his 
thoughts, his actions. And the life of Jesus 
is a life for others. It is a life of service.

In our Second Reading today, Saint Paul 
says: “I have made myself a slave to all, 
that I might win the more” (1 Cor 9:19). 
In order to proclaim Jesus, Paul made 
himself “a slave to all”. Evangelizing means 
bearing personal witness to the love of 
God, it is overcoming our selfishness, it 
is serving by bending down to wash the 
feet of our brethren, as Jesus did.

Three words: Go, do not be afraid, and 
serve. Follow these three words: Go, do 
not be afraid, and serve. If you follow these 
three ideas, you will experience that the 
one who evangelizes is evangelized, 
the one who transmits the joy of faith 
receives joy. 

Dear young friends, as you return to your homes, 
do not be afraid to be generous with Christ, to bear 
witness to his Gospel. In the first reading, when God 
sends the prophet Jeremiah, he gives him the power 
to “pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to 
overthrow, to build and to plant” (1:10). It is the same 
for you. Bringing the Gospel is bringing God’s power 
to pluck up and break down evil and violence, to 
destroy and overthrow the barriers of selfishness, 
intolerance and hatred, so as to build a new world. 
Jesus Christ is counting on you! The Church is 
counting on you! The Pope is counting on you! 
May Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, always 
accompany you with her tenderness: “Go and make 
disciples of all nations”. Amen.
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Pope Francis imparting 
the Final Blessing at the 
conclusion of the Mass

www.vatican.va
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World Youth Day Is...?
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The action of the Church in favour of Youth has been 
extraordinary, especially following the 2nd Vatican 
Council. In its final message a stark choice was 
presented in the most luminous terms: 

Lastly, it is to you, young men and women of the 
world, that the Council wishes to address its final 
message. For it is you who are to receive the torch 
from the hands of your elders and to live in the world 
at the period of the most gigantic transformations 
ever realized in its history. It is you who receiving 
the best of the example of the teaching of your 
parents and your teachers, are to form the society of 
tomorrow. You will either save yourselves or you will 
perish with it...

The Church looks to you with confidence and with 
love. Rich with a long past ever living in her, and 
marching on toward human perfection in time 
and the ultimate destinies of history and of life, the 
Church is the real youth of the world. She possesses 
what constitutes the strength and the charm of 
youth, that is to say, the ability to rejoice with what 
is beginning, to give oneself unreservedly, to renew 
oneself and to set out again for new conquests. Look 
upon the Church and you will find in her the face 
of Christ, the genuine, humble, and wise Hero, the 
Prophet of truth and love, the Companion and Friend 
of youth. It is in the name of Christ that we salute you, 
that we exhort and bless you .

Message to Youth, 7 December 1965

A Br i e f  H i s to ry  o f  WYD and  i t s  impor t ance

It was during the pontificate of Blessed John Paul II 
that this invitation to the Youth of the World flourished 
and found expression in the institution of an annual 
event following the Jubilee Year of Redemption in 
1984, now known as World Youth Day.

The principal objective of the Days is to make the 
person of Jesus the centre of the faith and life of 
every young person so that he may be their constant 
point of reference and also the inspiration of every 
initiative and commitment for the education of the 
new generations. This is the slogan of every Youth Day, 
and through this decade, the Days have been like an 
uninterrupted and pressing call to build life and faith 
upon the rock, who is Christ.

So young people are called periodically to make a 
pilgrimage along the roads of the world. In young 
people the Church sees herself and her mission to 
mankind: with them she faces the challenges of 
the future, aware that all humanity needs to be 
rejuvenated in spirit. This pilgrimage of the young 
members of the people builds bridges of brotherhood 
and hope between continents, peoples and cultures. 
It is a journey which is always in action, like life, like 
youth.

Pope John Paul II - Letter, 8 May 1996

International World Youth Days

Denver, Colorado, USA 1993

Manilla, Philippines 1995

Czestochowa, Poland 1991

Santiago de Compostela, Spain 
1989

Buenos Aires, Argentina 1987
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My dear young people, 
at the conclusion of the 
Holy Year, I entrust to you 
the sign of this Jubilee 
Year: the Cross of Christ!

Carry it throughout 
the world as a symbol 
of Christ’s love for 
humanity, and announce 
to everyone that 
only in the death and 
resurrection of Christ  we 
can find salvation and 
redemption.

Pope John Paul II  
22 April 1984

Tumbalong Park, Australia                 1 July 2007

Symbols of WYD 
Bld John Paul II gave the cross from the Jubilee Year of 
Redemption to the Youth of the World in 1984; and a new 
gift in 2003, an Icon of Our Lady, Salus Populi Romani

World Youth Day is celebrated annually at diocesan 
level every Palm Sunday in Rome with a week long 
event internationally every two to three years. 

The International event draws between 1 - 4 million 
youth and is an enormous celebration of life and 
faith. World Youth Day opens the way for sincere 
conversion with a strong emphasis on vocation. In 
the meeting with the Pope you discover you are not 
alone - in a gathering of over 1 million young people 
this is a very physical experience! - that the reality of 
the Church is truly Catholic, alive and dynamic; a force 
whereby one may risk to live to the full the treasures 
of the Church’s teaching. Discovering in Christ the 
Way, the Truth and the Life!

From now on [this icon] will accompany the 
World Youth Days, together with the Cross. 

Behold, your Mother! It will be a sign of Mary's 
motherly presence close to young people who 

are called, like the Apostle John, to welcome her 
into their lives.

Pope Benedict XVI
Angelus, 18th World Youth Day, 13 April 2003
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WYD 2013
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Thursday 18th July – Rio de Janiero
Today, waking up in a room with over 60 other 
pilgrims, my mind is flooded with snippets of the 
previous days. We spent over a day in airports and 
planes and without a pause were sent up Sugarloaf 
Mountain (Pão de Açúcar) to join the group of 220 
pilgrims from the UK, then we visited Christ the 
Redeemer statue before nightfall. The views were 
lovely and the experience exciting, but it is today that 
the pilgrimage truly starts. 

Warning us not to take photos or to wander off, 
our Catechists lead us into the slums (favelas). Our 
procession with singing and dancing is greeted with 
interest, people follow and join in! 

In the favelas it is amazing how people respond - we 
learn this is the first time anyone has come to visit 
them and bring the joy of Jesus Christ to their streets.

Saturday and Sunday 20th - 21st July – Arapiraca
We arrived in the city under armed guard last night 
and put into small groups to be hosted by local 
families. The area is much poorer than Rio, and has 
many problems with drugs; however our family freely 
open their house to four tired pilgrims. 

Today in groups accompanied by local students 
acting as translators we went into the favelas to 
evangelise. I am truly humbled by the hospitality of 
the people who welcome us like family and listen to 
us speaking about Jesus Christ in our lives.

Despite the constantly patrolling police, we receive a 
remarkable openness from the people.  The day ends 
with a procession through the city centre, projecting 
songs and experiences through a huge trailer 
speaker!

Reflections and responses...

Saturday and Sunday 27th - 28th July 
28th WYD meeting with the Pope 

Prayer Vigil and Mass
We drove through the night to reach Copacabana 
beach. The strong military presence was a little 
disconcerting, and the fantastic views and beach 
setting is set against difficulty of movement around 
the site and facilities which are not geared up for 3.5 
million pilgrims!

Despite this there is a strong communion among the 
pilgrims. We seek out friends from other parts of the 
world, and are re-united with the Brazilians who gave 
us hospitality. 

In the liturgies a lot is said to the pilgrims to remain 
in the Church, and to become apostles of Christ, but 
the Pope himself is short and to the point. “Go. Do 
not be afraid. Serve”,  encouraging us to share our 
experiences with those furthest away from Christ. 

Monday 29th July – Vocational meeting
Today’s meeting with Kiko Arguello is the final event 
of every Neocatechumenal pilgrimage to the World 
Youth Days. Here the founder of The Way talks to all 
the pilgrims gathered from all over the world about 
vocations. 

At the end of the meeting there is silence and prayer 
for men who feel called to enter the priesthood and 
for women who feel called to lead a consecrated 
life. Thousands of young people stand up to offer 
themselves, including 9 from our group from Great 
Britain. 

For those of us who do not feel called to be priests 
or nuns, it is an inspiring moment to allow Christ into 
our lives, whether single or in a relationship.

by:

Michal Paszkiewicz

Ruth Fairbairn



  Meeting with the volunteers of the 28th WYD
Rio de Janeiro, Sunday, 28 July 2013

God calls you to make definitive choices, and he has a plan for each of you: to discover that 
plan and to respond to your vocation is to move toward personal fulfilment. 

God calls each of us to be holy, to live his life, but he has a particular path for each one 
of us. Some are called to holiness through family life in the sacrament of Marriage. Today, 
there are those who say that marriage is out of fashion. Is it out of fashion? In a culture of 
relativism and the ephemeral, many preach the importance of “enjoying” the moment. 
They say that it is not worth making a life-long commitment, making a definitive decision, 
“for ever”, because we do not know what tomorrow will bring. 

I ask you, instead, to be revolutionaries, I ask you to swim against the tide; yes, I am asking 
you to rebel against this culture that sees everything as temporary and that ultimately 
believes you are incapable of responsibility, that believes you are incapable of true love. 
I have confidence in you and I pray for you. Have the courage “to swim against the tide”. 
And also have the courage to be happy.
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time of discernment went on for years. WYD 2008 
in Sydney was approaching, and many things 
had happened. The relationship with my father 
changed for the better. I was able to reconcile 
and start a new relationship with him based on 
faith. I also explored the possibility of marriage. 
In Sydney, I discovered that true happiness was to 
trust in God. I saw how happy I was and accepted 
the fact that I could be happy as a priest. A couple 
of months after Sydney I entered the seminary. 

WYD 2011 in Madrid was also helpful. I was 
already three years in the seminary. It was the 
year that I was leaving to have an experience 
of mission in Ireland. I remember that I realised 
how I could go on mission even with my sins, 
weaknesses, and defects. The theme of that WYD: 
“Rooted and built up in Jesus Christ, firm in faith” 
(Col. 2:7) reminded me that the mission, and, 
indeed, all my history, is for the glory of Christ.

WYD 2013 in Rio has been very special. It was 
not just a pilgrimage of thanksgiving for me but, 
after these 5 years in seminary, it helped me to 
answer again the question: Is God really calling 
me to the priesthood? Those two weeks, with the 
help of Pope Francis’ words, “I ask you also to be 
protagonists,” strengthened my conviction  that 
God calls me to “go and make disciples of all the 
nations” (Mt 28:19) as a priest. He encouraged me 
not be afraid to answer his call.

My name is Carlos Quito. I am 
23 years old from New York City. 
I have been a seminarian for 5 
years in London. I attended World 
Youth Day this year in Rio de 
Janeiro. It has brought back the 
memory of the other WYD events 
I have attended. 

The first one was in Cologne in 
2005. I was fifteen years old. The only thing I was 
thinking was that I would go and visit Europe. 
God, however, has a sense of humour. I received a 
strong word of conversion concerning the many 
issues any teenager would have. However, there 
was something even deeper. I grew up without 
my father at home. I started to discover that God 
wanted to have a relationship with me as my 
father. 

I also remember the priest who accompanied us. 
He would always set some time apart to be alone 
and pray. When I was a child I was taught how 
to pray, but I never saw someone who had such 
a relationship with Christ that he would need to 
spare some time just to be alone with Him. 

These two things sparked a desire to follow him, 
but I was afraid to say so. 

Back in the States, I continued to discern whether 
or not God called me to enter a seminary. This 

Address of Pope Francis 



Mission and spirituality of St Faustina [21]

Fu l f i l l ing the Wil l  o f  God
Sister M Nazaria Dłubak ZMBM     Orędzie Miłosierdzia 41, 2001
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Genuine trust is not an abstract notion that describes 
our emotional or intellectual state, for it has its own 
concrete expression: the fulfilment of the will of God. 

To trust God means to do his will.  Submission to the 
will of God is the externalisation of an attitude of trust 
and an indication of how profound this trust is.  The 
common perception of the will of God is most often 
that of an inescapable ‘fate’ which weighs mercilessly 
on human destiny.  Generally, 
mankind is unable to see its own 
good in God’s will, treating it instead 
as the plan of a demagogue God 
imposed unconditionally and which 
limits man’s freedom.  God, however, 
is pure Love and exposes His plan 
of kindness towards mankind by 
revealing His will to him.

The will of God is God’s plan as 
expressed in the work of creation 
and in history.  It indicates God’s 
wishes, desires and intentions based 
on His infinite wisdom, and it is 
His personal plan of love for every 
human being.  The eternal objective 
of the will of God is the sanctification 
and redemption of mankind.  It manifests itself in 
two forms: as God’s will clearly expressed, in other 
words, a moral rule for human behaviour clearly 
indicating what mankind needs to do to attain 
eternal happiness, and God’s will obliquely expressed 
meaning the will that rules the whole of creation, 
guides events and history, including the history of 
every human being. 

God’s clearly expressed will, which shows mankind 
what he must do, is in the commandments, the 
beatitudes, the evangelical counsels, duties 
associated with his condition in life, and in the 
inspirations which come from the Holy Spirit.  God’s 
obliquely expressed will is present in numerous 
life events which are often unexpected and 
incomprehensible.  God’s clearly expressed will needs 
to be obeyed while God’s obliquely expressed will is 
something to which we need to surrender.

There is no moment in life when God is absent, there 
are no accidents or coincidences.  God is present 
in every single event which He  either directly 
desires or  permits.  Since He is infinitely wise and 
good, those things that He permits are only for our 
spiritual good even when we are unable to see that 
this is so.  We will accept God’s will, even when it is 
difficult, if we believe that it contains what is good 
for us despite being unable to grasp this with our 

human mind.  This is why we  need 
to surrender to God in every event 
in good fortune and misfortune, 
in suffering and in joy, in adversity 
and in success, in sickness and in 
health.  Everything serves to make us 
grow in perfection and in salvation 
as long as we trust God and want 
to fulfil His will.  Surrendering our 
lives to God, listening to His word 
and abandonment to His will are the 
fruits of acknowledging His infinite 
and unconditional goodness and 
love.

Fulfilling the will of God, therefore, 
is an expression and evidence of 
trust and a measure of an increase 

in sanctity.  Genuine trust means that we fulfil all of 
God’s desires since He is the one we love the most 
and we know that He loves us.  The path to real 
happiness is fulfilling God’s will because it is good 
and just and its aim is always the good of mankind.

A soul that loves me very much must, ought to live my 
will (Diary, 1023), says Our Lord to Sister Faustina.  She 
understood that perfect submission to God’s will 
is maturity in sanctity (cf Diary, 666), evidence of 
love of and trust in God.  She also knew that neither 
revelations, nor raptures, nor any of her other gifts 
made her perfect as they were merely ornaments of 
the soul.  

What pleases God and gives Him greatest glory is the 
fulfilling of His will – this is how spiritual sanctity is 
expressed.  My sanctity and perfection, stated Sister 
Faustina, consist in the close union of my will with 



I accept everything that comes my way as given me by the 
loving will of God, who sincerely desires my happiness

(Diary, 1549)
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the will of God (Diary, 1107).  She describes the will of 
God as His wishes, desires (Diary, 1004) and intentions 
by which He brings mankind into union with Him 
keeping in mind only his happiness.  This was why 
she called God’s will her repose (Diary, 1004), the life of 
her soul (cf Diary, 6), the delight of her heart (cf Diary, 
650), her nourishment (cf Diary, 1003), the goal of her 
existence (cf Diary,195), the object of her love (cf Diary, 
678).

In her Diary, Sister Faustina teaches 
us about the three stages of fulfilling 
the will of God.  

The first relies on observing external  
signs and statutes, the second on 
remaining true to inner inspirations, 
and the third is present when the 
soul, abandoned to the will of God, 
allows Him to dispose of it freely, and 
God does with it as He pleases (Diary, 
444).

 The awareness of the great value 
of doing the will of God generated 
the desire in Sister Faustina to fulfil 
it always, everywhere, without 
reservation, in all things. She prayed:

 O Jesus, stretched out upon the cross, give me the 
grace of doing faithfully the most holy will of Your 
Father. And when this will of God will seem to me very 
harsh and difficult to fulfil, it is then I beg You, Jesus, 
may the power and strength flow upon me from Your 
wounds and may my lips keep repeating, “Your will be 
done, O Lord” (Diary, 1265).

Following an eight day retreat in Vilnius in 1935, Sister 
Faustina crossed out her own will in a symbolic note, 
and on a clean sheet of paper she wrote the following 
resolution: 

From today on, my own will does not exist.  From 
today on, I do the Will of God everywhere, always, and 
in everything (Diary, 374).

 She carried this resolution out faithfully each day 
trying to keep the commandments, the beatitudes, 

to fulfil her duties according to her station in life, to 
follow the will of God expressed in the instructions 
from her superiors, her confessors, her spiritual 
director and the rule of the community.  She 
surrendered willingly to the oblique will of God 
concealed under the guise of daily events.  She 
believed that nothing happened but that God had 
allowed it and so she regarded hardship, spiritual 
and physical suffering, the confusing demands of 

providence with the eyes of faith, 
seeing God’s action in everything 
and with a profound faith in its 
hidden meaning.  Everything depends 
on His will, she wrote, [God] allows 
certain difficulties precisely for our 
merit, so that our fidelity might be 
clearly manifest (Diary, 1409).

The hard work of adapting her will 
to the will of God bore fruit in the 
life of Sister Faustina and she came 
to be at God’s total disposition so 
that He could do with her life what 
He willed.  Towards the end of her 
life, she wrote, I am fully resigned to 
the will of God.  Let God do with me 
as He pleases.  I desire nothing but the 

fulfilment of His holy will (Diary, 795).

What motivated Sister Faustina to fulfil the will of 
God so faithfully, even though at times it was as hard 
for her as the will of the Father had been for Jesus in 
Gethsemane? I accept everything that comes my way 
as given me by the loving will of God, who sincerely 
desires my happiness (Diary, 1549), said the saint. 

Sister Faustina was capable of accepting everything 
from the hands of God even the greatest suffering 
since for her the will of God was love and mercy itself 
(Diary, 1264) as she saw there the source of her own 
happiness.  I placed my complete trust in the Divine 
Mercy, resigning myself totally to His most holy will, full 
of mercy and compassion (Diary, 1679), acknowledged 
Sister Faustina whose life, full of trust through 
fulfilling the will of God, became a symphony of 
praise for the Divine Mercy.



St Faustina Kowalska (1905 - 1938) 

S t  Faus t ina for  souls
From the Diary of St Faustina - Divine Mercy in my Soul
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For the Dying

When I entered the chapel for a moment, the Lord 
said to me, My daughter, help Me to save a certain 
dying sinner. Say the chaplet that I have taught 
you for him. When I began to say the chaplet, I saw 
the man dying in the midst of terrible torment and 
struggle. His Guardian Angel was defending him, but 
he was, as it were, powerless against the enormity of 
the soul’s misery. A multitude of devils was waiting 
for the soul. But while I was saying the chaplet, I saw 
Jesus just as He is depicted in the image. The rays 
which issued from Jesus’ Heart enveloped the sick 
man, and the powers of darkness fled in panic. The 
sick man peacefully breathed his last. When I came to 
myself, I understood how very important the chaplet 
was for the dying. It appeases the anger of God.

(Diary, 1565)

Saint Faustina’s Prayer for the Holy  Souls

Jesus said to St Faustina:
Today bring to Me the souls who are in the prison 
of Purgatory, and immerse them in the abyss of My 
mercy. Let the torrents of My Blood cool down their 
scorching flames. All these souls are greatly loved 
by Me. They are making retribution to My justice. 
It is in your power to bring them relief. Draw all the 
indulgences from the treasury of My Church and 
offer them on their behalf. Oh, if you only knew the 
torments they suffer, you would continually offer 
for them the alms of the spirit and pay off their debt 
to My justice.

(Diary, 1226)

Most Merciful Jesus, You Yourself have said that You 
desire mercy; so I bring into the abode of Your Most 
Compassionate Heart the souls in Purgatory, souls 
who are very dear to You, and yet, who must make 
retribution to Your justice. May the streams of Blood 
and Water which gushed forth from Your Heart put 
out the flames of the purifying fire, that in that place, 
too, the power of Your mercy may be praised.

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the 
souls suffering in Purgatory, who are enfolded in the 
Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. I beg You, by 
the sorrowful Passion of Jesus Your Son, and by all 
the bitterness with which His most sacred Soul was 
flooded, manifest Your mercy to the souls who are 
under Your just scrutiny. Look upon them in no other 
way than through the Wounds of Jesus, Your dearly 
beloved Son; for we firmly believe that there is no 
limit to Your goodness and compassion. 

(Diary,1227)



Pull out special for November!

The Holy Souls in Purgatory

“Pray, brothers, for the souls in Purgatory suffer unbearably.”
Blessed Stanislaus Papczynski

Founder of the Marians of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

November
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All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still  
imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal 
salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so 
as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven.

The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final 
purification of the elect, which is entirely different from 
the punishment of the damned. The Church formulated 
her doctrine of faith on Purgatory especially at the 
Councils of Florence (1439) and Trent (1563). The tradition 
of the Church, by reference to certain texts of Scripture, 
speaks of a cleansing fire.  

This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer for the 
dead, already mentioned in Sacred Scripture: “Therefore 
[Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the dead, that 
they might be delivered from their sin.” (2 Macc 12:46) 

From the beginning the Church has honoured the 
memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for 
them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus 
purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. The 
Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, and 
works of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead: 

“Let us help and commemorate them. If Job’s sons 
were purified by their father’s sacrifice, why would we 
doubt that our offerings for the dead bring them some 
consolation? Let us not hesitate to help those who have 
died and to offer our prayers for them.”  
(St. John Chrysostom) 

The Congregation of Marian Fathers with their Founder Blessed Stanislaus Papczynski praying 
for the Souls in Purgatory,18th century painting  in the Marian Monastery in Skorzec, Poland

FROM A vISION OF ST FAUSTINA

I saw my Guardian Angel, who ordered me 
to follow him. In a moment I was in a misty 
place full of fire in which there was a great 
crowd of suffering souls. They were praying 
fervently, but to no avail, for themselves; only 
we can come to their aid. The flames which 
were burning them did not touch me at all. 
My Guardian Angel did not leave me for an 
instant. I asked these souls what their greatest 
suffering was. They answered me in one 
voice that their greatest torment was longing 
for God. I saw Our Lady visiting the souls in 
Purgatory. The souls call her “The Star of the 
Sea.” She brings them refreshment. … Since 
that time, I am in closer communion with the 
suffering souls.

(Diary, 20)

THE TEACHING OF THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH ON 

PURGATORY

(Catechism of the Catholic Church,1030)

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1031) (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1032)



“God and Souls” is the motto of St Maria Faustina of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. Jesus desired St Faustina 
to spread the Divine Mercy Chaplet. He wants it to be 
offered especially for sinners and for the dying. 

St Faustina was often given the grace to know when 
a certain dying person desired or needed prayer; 
she would be alerted to the moment by the needy 
soul, by her Guardian Angel, or by Our Lord Himself. 
She wrote: “Oh, dying souls are in such great need 
of prayer! O Jesus, inspire souls to pray often for the 
dying” (Diary, 1015).

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is one of the best means of 
assisting the dying. Jesus revealed the power of this 
prayer to St Faustina, insisting that she use it often - 
even continuously. He told her:

My daughter, encourage souls to say the chaplet 
which I have given to you. It pleases Me to grant 
everything they ask of Me by saying the chaplet... 
Write that when they say this chaplet in the 
presence of the dying, I will stand between My 
Father and the dying person, not as a just Judge but 
as the merciful Saviour (Diary,1541).

Earlier, Our Lord said to her: 

At the hour of their death, I defend as My own glory 
every soul that will say this chaplet; or when others 
say it for a dying person, the indulgence is the same 
(Diary, 811).

St Faustina comments: “Oh, if only everyone realised 
how great the Lord’s mercy is and how much we all 
need that mercy, especially at that crucial hour!” She 
wrote these words upon hearing God the Father say 
within her:

When this chaplet is said by the bedside of a dying 
person, divine wrath is placated, unfathomable 
mercy envelopes the soul, and the very depths of 
My tender mercy are moved for the sake of the 
sorrowful Passion of My Son (Diary, 811).

Testimony

My father’s death was the most profound experience I have had 
in my life. It was like a pilgrimage we were on together with 
him in the days leading up to his death; my family, the people 
from the community from our church, and even the staff at the 
hospice, as they said they had never seen anything quite like it. 

Since my father’s diagnosis of terminal cancer three years ago 
I feared his death more than anything. I could not face that he 
would soon no longer be with us. The very thought paralysed 
me with fear. 

Yet from the moment we were told in the hospice that he had 
hours left to live, to eight days later when he actually passed 
away, we were filled with God’s grace in a way I could never have 
imagined possible.

Immediately a priest came to visit us and gave my father the 
Sacraments. He was too weak to speak but the priest spoke to 
him and encouraged him to repent in his heart and then gave 
him absolution. He received the Sacrament of the Sick and 
Viaticum - Body of Christ - food for the journey.

We surrounded my father’s bed and prayed, sang psalms, said 
the rosary, the chaplet of divine mercy and kept vigil. During this 
time, my father appeared as if he was simply in a deep sleep, he 
looked rejuvenated, like he was resting. 

Members of our parish and our family came to support us 
throughout the day and the night to accompany us in prayer. 
My mother, sister and I slept on the floor in my father’s room.  
Morning prayer, vespers, night prayer, with rosaries in between. 
We held a seven night vigil, taking it in turn to sleep and pray the 
rosary. And God provided the people that had to be there exactly 
at the right time to accompany and support us. 

The hospice staff said they could feel a sense of peace when 
they entered the room. And that they had never seen so many 
people coming to be by a person’s side. The prayers and psalms 
provided a great deal of comfort to my family, but no doubt to 
my father too. Though he could not open his eyes or speak, the 
doctors told us he could hear us. 

We had just finished praying the Divine Mercy chaplet minutes 
before my father died. My mother and I were by his side when 
he gave a big sigh, squeezed our hands and it was then that he 
gave his final breath. In that instant I felt a very real feeling that 
his soul left his body. I am grateful to God for the privilege of 
being by my father’s side in that moment. 

When he passed away,  I felt an immense peace and the 
presence of God like I had never felt before. Only by the grace of 
God was I able to feel this, just as I had lost my father. From the 
depth of the event of losing one of the people I loved the most I 
felt the love of God, when I needed it the most.  

NF

How to Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy

 See Pages 22 - 23

for more information and resources 
visit the Holy Souls Sodality at 

www.prayforsouls.org

part of the Association of Marian Helpers

Why the Chaplet for the Sick and the Dying?



16. For the souls of those who were particularly given 
to mortification and penance.

17. For the souls of those who suffer for giving bad 
example to others.

18. For the souls of those who received the Holy 
Sacraments rarely or with indifference. 

19. For the souls of sinners who have become 
lukewarm. 

20. For the souls of those whose bodies lie in non-
consecrated ground. 

21. For the souls of those who prayed little.

22. For the souls of those who suffer for having been 
deliberately inattentive during prayers.

23. For the souls of those who die a disgraceful or 
tragic death. 

24. For the souls that committed a sacrilege or 
showed disrespect toward holy objects.

25. For the souls that suffer due to their disregard for 
legitimate authority.

26. For the souls of those who sought their own 
excessive pleasure and luxury.

27. For the souls of the leaders who neglected their 
duties or abused their power. 

28. For the souls that suffer for promoting dissension, 
conflict or war. 

29. For the souls of those who died regretting their 
sins but without making atonement. 

30. For the souls of those that leave this world this 
very moment.

1. For the souls of all the faithful departed.

2. For the souls of my departed parents, family and 
friends.

3. For the souls of those who helped me in any way, 
for my benefactors.

4. For the souls of all consecrated religious.

5. For the souls of popes, bishops, priests, and 
deacons.

6. For the souls whose memory has vanished from 
this world.

7. For the souls of those who died unexpectedly 
or without receiving the Holy Sacraments: 
Confession, Anointing and Holy Communion.

8. For the souls of those who died in war, epidemics 
or famine. 

9. For the souls that shall be delivered from 
purgatory this very hour. For the souls that have 
been long detained in purgatory.

10. For the souls of those who did not assist others in 
their need. 

11. For the souls of those who long lived without 
forgiving their enemies.

12. For the souls that undergo severe torments for 
their sins against chastity.

13. For the souls that suffer in purgatory because of 
me.

14. For the souls of those who suffer for having 
engaged in sinful conversations, slandered, 
libelled or told calumnies of others.

15. For the souls of those who suffer because of their 
unyielding and arrogant attitude toward others.

Purgatory Board
During the Month of November please pray for the Holy Souls!  

Listed are some categories of departed souls, one for each day of November:

An Act of Mercy for Souls Suffering in Purgatory

Immaculate Mary, Mother of Mercy, who saw the sacred body of Your beloved Son raised on the Cross, 
looked at the soil soaked with his Blood, and were present at his cruel death, we offer you, most Holy 
Mother, the souls suffering in purgatory, and we beg you to be so kind as to look upon them with your 
merciful eyes and ask for their release from their torments. 
O Immaculate Mother, we sincerely and heartily forgive all those who have insulted us, and through your 
intercession, we beg Jesus to grant them every goodness, grace, and blessing in exchange for the wrong they 
did to us or wished upon us. Through your hands, O Holy virgin, we offer to the Lord this act of love, asking 
his mercy for the souls that are being purged. Amen.

Our Father...  Hail Mary... Glory be...
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen
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F r o m  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  B l  S t a n i s l a u s  Pa p c z y n s k i  ( 1 6 3 1  -  1 7 0 1 ) 

Mys t ica l  Temple of  God
Chapter 7                    The Incense of the Mystical Temple

In Jerusalem in that most splendid temple of 
Solomon there was an altar which served specifically 
for burning incense. We have demonstrated a little 
earlier that the Heart of man is the altar; should not 
then the most fragrant incense continually come 
forth from it into the sight of the Lord? 

I mean prayer. 

The apostle Paul spurs us to pray when he says: “Pray 
without ceasing” (1 Th 5:17). Assuredly this Mystical 
Temple of God may be considered most desolate 
when the incense of constant prayer is not burnt in it. 

One must then pray with the mind, voice, sighs and 
tears; and through the fragrance of such prayer we 
must put to flight whatever we have within us that 
stinks. Bernard very well advises: “Wherever you are, 
pray within yourself. If you are far from an oratory, do 
not seek a place, since you [yourself] are the place. If 
you are in bed, or in another place, pray, and there is a 
temple.” 

One who persists in prayer in this way and continually 
exercises himself in it, will not only wash away all his 
sins, although most serious, but will make his way 
into such an intimacy with God, that he will no longer 
be a servant but a friend, yes indeed a son, so in fact 
united with God that he can do all things in God, with 
him and through him. 

The Venerable Bede having in mind this Altar of 
Incense said: The altar was next to the ‘Mercy Seat’, that 
is, the Holy of Holies... in the outer building, but near the 
door of the interior. This altar is the type of perfect men, 
who still kept in the world by the flesh, but suspended 
close to the things of heaven by their every desire, send 
forth smoke that mounts to the Holy of Holies as if with 
incense burning; for burning with a heavenly love they 
buffet the ears of their Creator with frequent prayers, 
and the purer and closer to heaven they are, the more 
quickly they receive from the Lord what they request. 

On this altar they burn only incense, and not the flesh 
of victims; because such men no longer in offering have 
the need to kill the sins of the flesh and the enticements 

of the evil intents, but offer only the incense of prayers 
and spiritual desires in the sight of their Creator through 
the fire of interior love.

Such souls as these, intent on zeal in prayer, can 
help the whole Church more in one moment than 
all preachers with their sermons, teachers with 
their lectures, confessors with the administration of 
penance. They can rouse the dead to life, recall the 
wicked to righteousness; they can destroy whole 
armies, avert famine, chase away disease, and do all 
things being supported in their prayer by two arms, 
Faith and Charity. 

It seems that the writer of the book of Deuteronomy 
spoke of such men: They will set incense on your rage, 
and a holocaust on your altar (cf. Dt 33:10). The normal 
interpreter explaining this for me said: The prayer of 
the saints is a most sweet incense to the Lord, by which 
the anger of the Lord (when the people sin) is calmed, 
because cleansed of all earthly filth and purified by 
heavenly desire, it blazes before the face of God and the 
flame of devotion flies up like a holocaust from the altar 
of a loving heart. 

Oh Christian! Arrange for yourself fixed prayers, 
which you should never discontinue. What I advise 
for your benefit is this: use prayers approved by the 
counsel of a prudent and devout man. Make it your 
habit also to recall with devotion the Lord’s Passion, 
the four last things, the life of Jesus Christ, the most 
holy Virgin and the Saints admitted to heaven, so 
that by practicing this devotion you may be purified, 
enlightened, and centred on the imitation of those 
whose company you wish to join when you die. 

The love of God will burn this incense, although not 
without the help of humility. For if you are humble, as 
one of the Saints used to say, the Holy Spirit will teach 
you to pray. He will supply you with incense, He will 
kindle it, He will increase the flames and He Himself 
will accept the most sweet aroma.
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PRAYER THROUGH THE INTERCESSION OF 
 

BLESSED STANISLAUS PAPCZYNSKI

God, our Father, 
Who in Your unfathomable Providence gave 
us in Blessed Father Stanislaus a successful 

intercessor before Your throne, 
grant me (us) through his intercession the 

grace…, for which I (we) beg You; 
also grant that in accord with his example

I (we) may faithfully fulfil Your most holy will. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Graces received through the intercession 
of Blessed Stanislaus Papczynski

DIVINE MERCY 
PUBLICATIONS AND GIFTS

To purchase Under the Mantle and 
for a full range of Divine Mercy  gifts, 
devotionals and books please contact us!

Work thanks to Blessed Stanislaus!

I was covering for absent teachers in a school this 
academic year. I thought I would be in the school 
until the end of July. One of the teachers had taken 
the decision not to return. Then management 
changed the other teacher’s timetable and the 
curriculum as well so I was no longer needed.

A Polish colleague of mine gave me a copy of the 
magazine and I prayed to Blessed Stanislaus to find 
me work that would sustain me until the end of July. 
Blessed Stanislaus heard my prayer and I was given 
enough work  in other schools to support me  not 
only to July but until August as well.

Many thanks to Blessed Stanislaus!

MK

If you have received any graces through the intercession of 
Blessed Stanislaus Papczynski please write to: 

Fr John 
Messenger of Divine Mercy
1 Courtfield Gardens
London W13 0EY
email:  frjohn@divinemercy.org.uk

My sister’s husband returned home

I am a religious sister, but I do mostly physical work 
and read little except for books recommended for 
meditation or other spiritual topics.

A while ago, I came across an article about 
Stanislaus Papczynski. It included a picture of him 
and I was attracted to his holy, warm personality. 
So, I cut out the picture and put it in one of my 
books for spiritual reading.

This year I received bad news from my sister. Her 
husband had taken to drinking and had left her 
and their four little children. She decided to go to 
Poland and try to rebuild her family life there. Her 
husband, although they were separated, opposed 
the move. 

I remembered the image of Fr Stanislaus.  I took it 
out and began to say a novena, fervently asking his 
intercession for a resolution to this difficult matter.

A few weeks later, a letter came from my sister 
containing the joyful news that her husband had 
returned home. He asked my sister’s forgiveness. He 
stopped drinking and promised to better himself 
in the future. He also agreed to their moving to 
Poland. He, himself, began to make the necessary 
preparations for it. 

A Sister of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus



DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE
MARIAN FATHERS
1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY
Tel: 020 8998 0925 
E-mail: info@divinemercy.org.uk 
www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk
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As a 21st century priest, I want to help those who are 
living in these crazy times rediscover the awesome 
truths of the Catholic faith — the Eucharist, the 
Church, the papacy, confession, the priesthood, and 
the Cross. These topics, and others, are the themes of 
this book. 

And as a Marian priest, I firmly believe that there is 
a tried and true method, taught 
by God himself, for bringing 
people back into a belief in Jesus 
Christ, and back into a love for 
the truthfulness of his teachings 
and the Church he founded. That 
method is Mary. Lovely, beautiful, 
crown of creation, masterpiece of 
beauty, demon-crushing, heresy-
conquering, humble, handmaid 
of the Lord, Mary! Like so many in 
our times, and in times past, I came 
to know and love Jesus through 
Mary. God has placed me under her 
mantle. There, I find my strength, 
my purpose, my life, my sweetness, 
and my hope.

Without Mary, we would not have 
Jesus. Without Mary, we would not 
have the Church. Without Mary, we 
would not have the Sacraments. 
Without Mary, we would not have the New 
Testament. Without Mary, we would have absolutely 
zilch!

This book seeks to present deep theological truth to 
Joe-six-pack in the pew. It’s simple, yet life-changing 
truth — logical and reasonable truth that will give 
you a spiritual kick in the pants. And we could all use 
a spiritual kick in the pants today. 

The purpose of this book is to bring readers into 
a greater love for Jesus, through Mary, and to 
rediscover and fall in love with Catholicism anew 
and afresh. Catholicism is about being in love and 
accepting an invitation to the eternal wedding with 
the bridegroom, Jesus Christ, the lover of your soul. 
And Mary’s role in all this is of paramount importance. 
She shows us the way and helps us keep our romance 

with God alive. 

God has given Mary, as our spiritual 
mother, the role of making sure 
that her children come to know and 
love his divine Heart. This is why I 
am absolutely convinced that it is 
only through Our Lady that we are 
going to rediscover what it means 
to be a true follower of Christ, a true 
Catholic, in the 21st century. Mary is 
an absolutely necessary part of the 
new evangelization. 

God is doing something amazing 
in our times, but so many don’t 
understand it or see it. I want to 
help you see it. It’s happening 
through Mary, and Jesus desires 
all of his disciples to live under the 
mantle and experience it. That’s 
where we find our safety, our 

refuge, and our protection — under the mantle of the 
Blessed Virgin. 

Satan does not want you to live under the mantle of 
Our Lady. This is why he and his diabolical cohorts 
have been deviously trying to dis-mantle Christianity, 
seeking to snatch souls away from Mary, luring them 
out from under her mantle, and depriving them of 
the fullness of the message of Jesus Christ. But if you 
remain securely under the mantle of Our Lady, not 
even Satan can touch you. 

I sincerely hope that as you read this book, you come 
to understand what living under the mantle means 
and how God desires this for you. My ardent prayer is 
that you fall madly in love with Jesus and his Church 
— all through Mary.

Whoever Glorifies His Mother

By Fr Donald H. Calloway, MIC, STL
Excerpt from Under the Mantle
 Marian Thoughts from a 21st Century Priest
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Aylesford 2013

We began our pilgrimage with the Rosary Walk, 
singing and praying the Joyful Mysteries with 
meditations based on Divine Mercy within the 
Family celebrating the Christian Family as a Domestic 
Church, the Christian Family at Prayer, the Christian 
Family as a Sanctuary of Life, the Christian Family 
as Missionary and the Christian Family and The 
Eucharist.

The image of the Merciful Jesus was blessed and 
enthroned at the Shrine altar as the choir led by Phil 
Curran sang Jesus, we enthrone You and other lively 
hymns of praise to our Lord. 

Alan Ames, a Catholic Lay preacher from Australia 
prepared us for Mass inviting us to ask the Holy Spirit 
at each Mass to help us focus on God the Father and 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

Holy Mass was celebrated by the Right Reverend 
Bishop, Patrick Lynch, Auxilliary Bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Southwark with four other priests and 
drew a gathering of over 600 people from the London 
area and Southwark diocese. Bishop Patrick’s homily 
focused on the Divine Mercy of Jesus in the story of 
the prodigal son, the love and forgiveness that is vital 
within families and our local community. 

We gathered for Fr Andrzej Gowkielewicz’s talk Divine 
Mercy in the Family; the partnership of marriage, the 
responsibility of each spouse, the sanctity of life and 
the understanding and forgiveness between husband 
and wife that must occur at each point of their lives. 
The talk was an eye opener for many couples.

Finally, it was the Hour of Mercy, where before Jesus 
exposed in the Blessed Sacrament, the Divine Mercy 
chaplet was sung. After Benediction we professed 
our Faith saying together the Creed, and closed with 
the solemn veneration of the image of the Merciful 
Jesus and the relics of St Faustina. We made for home 
relishing the beautiful moments we spent with the 
Merciful Jesus.  

MF

3rd Divine Mercy Pilgrimage to Aylesford
Monday 26th August 2013
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YEAR OF FAITH : FAMILY

Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Simon Stock, Aylesford, Kent

Rt Rev Patrick Lynch, Auxilliary Bishop of Southwark
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Why like it?

After all the business of the year, Benedict XVI’s shock 
resignation; the arrival of Francis and adjusting to 
a Pope that acts in ways constantly surprising and 
breathtakingly simple I had more or less forgotten 
that we are still in the Year of Faith.

Fortunately divine providence has intervened and 
Pope Francis has not let the year go by without 
presenting us with his first encyclical, Lumen Fidei, a 
document of remarkable 
insight and beauty.

The Year of Faith officially 
draws to a close on the 
Feast of Christ the King 
- 24th November 2013. 
We have some time left 
to make this encounter 
with an alien concept. Is 
faith stepping out onto 
unknown, dark ways in 
mere obedience? In this 
first encyclical we can be 
properly jolted out of sleep 
and run around in the 
wonder and joy of Faith re-discovered. 

Faith, Pope Francis announces, is a full encounter 
with the Living God that appeals to the totality of 
the human being past, present and future - heart, 
mind, reason, soul and strength. This faith is capable 
of lighting up the whole of one’s life. That faith is the 
powerful antidote necessary to the hope-less-ness  of 
our age.

What is this faith? Why should I have faith in this God?

Lumen Fidei -The Light of Faith reads like a hymn 
addressed to every element of our lives. Do you know 
where you come from? Do you know where you 
are going? Do know why you need to get up in the 
morning?

Are you baptised ? Why is this relevant to you or 
anybody else? And your family? What does it matter if 
you have faith or not? 

It has become normal to read of suicide, most people 
will know of somebody in their local community 
who has taken their life. Abortion, contraception and 
euthanasia  have become issues rather than the most  
awful signs of a people that have lost their Christian 
identity; and the link of life and love that is the core of 

the human person.

It is faith we desperately 
need. The encounter 
with the living God, the 
knowledge of the God 
who loves us personally, 
seeks us, desires our free 
response. This is relevant 
and necessary, and a 
radical proposition for our 
age. And we need to read 
Lumen Fidei . No one else 
can do this for us. We need 
to ponder it in the depths 
of our heart, to begin again 

the journey with the Lord in taking his Gospel to the 
very peripheries - the end of the world. To revive in 
us the urgency of desire that he accomplish in us all 
what He wills in Love.

Me? read Lumen Fidei?

You cannot read so well? Find someone who can and 
get them to read it with you. You can read but cannot 
understand? Ask people to read it section by section 
with you,  discuss it with your parish priest. Defend 
a time and a space to consider the propositions. I 
took it on holiday. I put it on my table to read when 
I ate lunch. Take it for coffee. Take it to the pub. Take 
it to church and read it in the quiet in front of the 
Tabernacle, ask Jesus to help you to understand this 
treasure of Faith that the Church wants to give you. It 
may not be an easy thing to do, but it will be worth it. 

Ed
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Lumen Fidei

The Light of Faith...

Faith is no refuge for the fainthearted, 
but something which enhances 
our lives. It makes us aware of a 
magnificent calling, the vocation of 
love. It assures us that this love is 
trustworthy and worth embracing, 
for it is based on God’s faithfulness 
which is stronger than our every 
weakness.

 Lumen Fidei, 53
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Encyclical Letter of the Supreme Pontiff Francis 
to the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, Consecrated Persons and the Lay Faithful 

On Faith

Full text available online at:

www.vatican.va

Printed edition available through: 

www.ctsbooks.org

020 7640 0042

Solemnity of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, 29 June 2013

Let us turn in prayer to Mary, Mother of 
the Church and Mother of our faith. 

Mother, help our faith! 

Open our ears to hear God’s word 
and to recognize his voice and call. 

Awaken in us a desire 
to follow in his footsteps, 

to go forth from our own land 
and to receive his promise. 

Help us to be touched by his love, 
that we may touch him in faith. 

Help us to entrust ourselves fully to him 
and to believe in his love, 
especially at times of trial, 

beneath the shadow of the cross, 
when our faith is called to mature. 

Sow in our faith the joy of the Risen One. 
Remind us that those who believe 

are never alone. 

Teach us to see all things 
with the eyes of Jesus, 

that he may be light for our path. 

And may this light of faith 
always increase in us, 

until the dawn of that undying day 
which is Christ himself, 

your Son, our Lord!

Lumen Fidei, 60
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Encourage souls to say the Chaplet which I have 
given you (Diary, 1541). Whoever will recite it will 
receive great mercy at the hour of death (Diary, 687). 
When they say this Chaplet in the presence of the 
dying, I will stand between My Father and the dying 
person, not as the just Judge but as the Merciful 
Savior (Diary, 1541). Priests will recommend it to 
sinners as their last hope of salvation. Even if there 
were a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite 
this Chaplet only once, he would receive grace from 
My infinite mercy. I desire to grant unimaginable 
graces to those souls who trust in My mercy 
(Diary, 687). Through the Chaplet you will obtain 
everything, if what you ask for is compatible with 
My will (Diary, 1731). 

The Chaplet of The Divine Mercy is an intercessory 
prayer that extends the offering of the Eucharist, 
so it is especially appropriate to use it after having 
received Holy Communion at Holy Mass. 

It may be said at any time, for example during the 
Hour of Mercy, but our Lord specifically told St 
Faustina to recite it during the nine days before the 
Feast of Mercy  which is the first Sunday after Easter. 
He then added: By this Novena, [of Chaplets] I will 
grant every possible grace to souls (Diary, 796). 

Jesus in his revelations to St Faustina asked for a special prayer and meditation on his Passion each afternoon at 
the three o’clock hour, the hour that recalls his death on the cross.

At three o’clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself 
in My Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the moment of agony. This is the hour of great mercy. In 
this hour, I will refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request of Me in virtue of My Passion (Diary, 1320).

My daughter, try your best to make the Stations of the Cross in this hour, provided that your duties permit 
it; and if you are not able to make the Stations of the Cross, then at least step into the chapel for a moment 
and adore, in the Most Blessed Sacrament, My Heart, which is full of mercy; and should you be unable to 
step into the chapel, immerse yourself in prayer there where you happen to be, if only for a very brief instant 
(Diary, 1572). 

From these detailed instructions, it’s clear that Our Lord wants us to turn our attention to his Passion at the three 
o’clock hour to whatever degree our duties allow, and he wants us to ask for his mercy.

What Should I Pray? 
The Hour of Mercy

In 1935, St Faustina received a vision of an angel sent 
by God to chastise a certain city. She began to pray 
for mercy, but her prayers were powerless. Suddenly 
she saw the Holy Trinity and felt the power of Jesus’ 
grace within her. At the same time she found herself 
pleading with God for mercy with words she heard 
interiorly: 

Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those 
of the whole world; for the sake of His sorrowful 
Passion, have mercy on us (Diary, 475). 

As she continued saying this inspired prayer, the 
angel became helpless and could not carry out the 
deserved punishment. The next day, as she was 
entering the chapel, she again heard this interior 
voice, instructing her how to recite the prayer that 
our Lord later called “the Chaplet.” This time, after 
“have mercy on us” were added the words “and on 
the whole world” . From then on, she recited this 
form of prayer almost constantly, offering it especially 
for the dying. In subsequent revelations, the Lord 
made it clear that the Chaplet was not just for her, but 
for the whole world. He also attached extraordinary 
promises to its recitation. 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy

As a recipient of the magazine you may wish to pass it on...
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1. Make the Sign of the Cross

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

2. Optional Opening Prayers

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth 
for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the 
whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Yourself 
out upon us. 

O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart 
of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You! 
(Repeat three times)

3. Our Father

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

4. Hail Mary

Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed 
art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 
us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

5. The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried; He descended into 
hell; on the third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father almighty; from there He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and life everlasting. Amen.

6. The Eternal Father

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of 
the whole world.

7. On the Ten Small Beads of Each Decade

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on 
us and on the whole world.

8. Repeat for the remaining decades

Saying the “Eternal Father” (6) on the “Our Father” 
bead and then 10 “For the sake of His sorrowful 
Passion” (7) on the following “Hail Mary” beads.

9. Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three times)

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.

10. Optional Closing Prayer

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury 
of compassion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us 
and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments 
we might not despair nor become despondent, but with 
great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, 
which is Love and Mercy itself.

The Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy 
is recited using 
ordinary rosary 
beads of five 
decades. 

How?
Especially at three o’clock but also at any other time 
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy is recommended:



DAY OF PRAYER WITH MARY TO 

THE DIVINE MERCY 
First Saturday Every Month  

Divine Mercy Apostolate
1 Courtfield Gardens, West Ealing, London W13 0EY 

tel. 020 8998 0925 

Programme

 10.45 am Morning Prayer
 11.00 am Rosary
 11.30 am Holy Mass
 12.30 pm Meditation
 1.00 pm Lunch Break 
 2.00 pm Talk
 3.00 pm Hour of Mercy, Exposition,  
   Chaplet, Veneration of 
   St Faustina’s Relics
 4.00 pm Evening Prayer 

(please bring your packed lunch)
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THE HOUR OF MERCY

First Friday Every Month

Church of Our Lady  
2 Windsor Road, Ealing, London W5 5PD
2 minute walk from Ealing Broadway station

2.30 pm Rosary

3.00 pm Hour of Mercy, Exposition of the   
    Blessed Sacrament, Divine Mercy Chaplet

3.30 pm Holy Mass

4.30 pm Tea and coffee in the church hall,   
             opportunity to purchase devotional items 

Programme

From the Apostolate...
You are warmly invited to the Monthly prayer groups and events organised by 
the Divine Mercy Apostolate, Marian Fathers

D I V I N E  M E R C Y  A P O S TO L AT E
LO T T E R Y  W I N N E R S  2 0 1 3

Colette Calveley
Mary McKearney
Lileen O’Gara
John Ryan
Michael Mulheron
Rita Ejobe

1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize
4th prize
5th prize
6th prize

ASSUMPTION

Graces

If you have received graces through devotion 
to the Divine Mercy that you would  like to 
share with the Apostolate, please write to: 

Fr John - Graces
Messenger of Divine Mercy 
1 Courtfield Gardens
London W13 0EY
email:  frjohn@divinemercy.org.uk
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Divine Mercy Word Search No. 2

Find the words below, horizontal, 
vertical,diagonal and backwards!

World Youth Day
Go and make
Disciples
of all Nations
Go
Do Not Be Afraid
Serve
Copacabana Beach
Rio De Janiero
Our Lady of 
Aparecida
Brazil
Cracow
Poland
Twenty Sixteen
Light
of Faith
Lumen
Fidei

Divine Mercy Retreats
All Welcome!

For more information please contact: 

DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE
MARIAN FATHERS
1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY
Tel: 020 8998 0925 
E-mail: info@divinemercy.org.uk 
www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk

26 October 2013, Saturday, 11.00 am - 4.00 pm
Church of Mary, Mother of God, 
192 Nags Head Road, Ponders End, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 7AR

9 November 2013, Saturday, 11.00 am - 4.00 pm
Five Precious Wounds Church,   
Brentfield Road, Stonebridge Park, London NW10 8ER

15 November 2013 to 18 November 2013
Divine Mercy Pilgrimage to Shrine of Knock, Ireland,
organised by Divine Mercy Apostolate - Marian Fathers

23 November 2013, Saturday, 11.00 am - 4.00 pm
St James Church, 
Spanish Place, 22 George Street,London W1U 3QY

7 & 14 December 2013, Saturday, 11.00 am - 4.00 pm
Divine Mercy Advent Retreat,
English Martyrs, Chalkhill Road, Wembley Park, London HA9 9EW

H B E S U K W O C A R C Y P J G

C E W O R L D Y O U T H D A Y N

A F R A V Y G K B S L I T X D A

E S O P J B S E L P I C S I D U

B N C A R U F E S N F G A C E P

A O Z R L I G H T O T R Z R V A

N I Y E G E O T Y O F F A I T H

A T L C R E V D X A L K N W H E

B A T I L N A S E R V E I P R T

A N S D P L T B F J I Z E L G N

C L H A R V T H R C A N E M U L

A L V U Y O T Y N A D N A L O P

P A O Z N K G E W O Z I E D I F

O F G O A N D M A K E I B I T U

C O D W I T J L Y A B K L A R H

T W E N T Y S I X T E E N J G O



KNOCK
FRIDAY 15  - MONDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2013

Friday 15 November
5 pm  - Introduction
7:30 pm - Stations of the Cross
8:30 pm  - Holy Mass 

Divine Mercy Pilgrimage  
to the Shrine of Our Lady, Knock, County Mayo, Ireland

For more information please contact: 

DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE
MARIAN FATHERS

1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY
Tel: 020 8998 0925 

E-mail: info@divinemercy.org.uk 
www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk

“Turn with Trust to My Mercy”

Saturday 16 November
8:45 am – Morning Prayer 
9:30 am – Tour and Film
11 am – Talk 
12:30 pm – Holy Mass 
2:15 pm – Rosary Walk
3 pm – Hour of Mercy 
4:45 pm – Penitential Liturgy
8 pm – Healing Prayer
9:30 pm - Close

Sunday 17 November
9 am – Way of Light 
10 am – Talks
12:30 pm – Holy Mass 
3 pm – Hour of Mercy
4:30 pm – Healing Prayer
8 pm – Vigil of Prayer
9:30 pm - Close

Monday 18 November
7 am – Mass 

COME, 
AND JOIN US


