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Pray the Rosary every day, 
in order to obtain peace for the world...

       Our Lady of Fatima to the shepherds, 13 May 1917
 

Summer 2017
Dear Marian Helpers, 

Last issue of the Messenger of Divine Mercy we dedicated to the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima. We hope that it helped many of 
us to deepen our experience of the message that Mary gave to us especially 
as we need to hear her words again and again in the context of our life. Many 
people sent some words of their own testimonies of the Fatima message. We 
would like to say thank you for these words. We see how many of us respond 
to the message of Fatima.

Starting with the fi rst apparition, Our Lady asked seers to pray the Rosary. 
Every time she came to the little shepherds she repeated this request con-
tinuously.  Why does Our Lady ask for the Rosary? Why this prayer is so 

important? Can this way of prayer change anything in my life, in the life of my family or in the world? In 
searching for the answer we continue to explore the theme of Fatima in this current issue, focusing on the 
Rosary prayer. In this issue, you will fi nd some inspirational texts including the meditations on the myster-
ies of the Rosary based on the Diary of St Faustina.

We also begin to review Pope Francis’ catechesis on the deeds of mercy given during his General Audience 
throughout the Year of Mercy. His teaching on the works of mercy can help us to answer the request from 
Jesus which we can fi nd in the Diary of St Faustina:  I demand from you deeds of mercy, which are to arise out 
of love for Me. You are to show mercy to your neighbours always and everywhere. You must not shrink from this 
or try to excuse or absolve yourself from it. (Diary, 742)

Essence of Divine Mercy is a new series of articles on the Mystery of Divine Mercy by Dr Robert Stackpole, 
director of John Paul II Institute of Divine Mercy, Stackbridge, Massachusetts. He works for the Marian 
Fathers, spreading the message of Divine Mercy and has a great gift to explain theological issues of the 
message of Divine Mercy in the words of daily life. 

Our magazine is now distributed not only among our regular members but also in new places like parish-
es and chapels and includes information on our Divine Mercy Apostolate on the back cover.  If you need 
any more copies please contact our offi  ce. We would be happy to supply you with additional copies in the 
hope that you can help us to promote the message of Divine Mercy.

May God bless you. 

(Fr Andrzej Gowkielewicz MIC) 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In the preceding catechises, we delved a little deeper 
into the great mystery of God’s mercy.

We refl ected on the Father’s action in the Old Testa-
ment and then, in the Gospel account, we saw how 
Jesus, in his words and actions, is the Incarnation of 
Mercy.

He, in return, taught his disciples: 
“Be merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful” (Lk 6:36). It is a responsibility 
that challenges the conscience and ac-
tions of every Christian. In fact, it is 
not enough to experience God’s 
mercy in one’s life; whoever 
receives it must also become 
a sign and instrument for 
others. Mercy, therefore, is 
not only reserved for particu-
lar moments, but it embraces our 
entire daily existence.

How can we, therefore, be witnesses 
of mercy? We do not think that it is 
done with great eff orts or superhuman actions. No, it 
is not so. The Lord shows us a very simple path, made 
by small actions which, nonetheless, have great value 
in his eyes, to the extent to which he has told us that it 
is by these actions we will be judged. In fact, one of the 
most beautiful pages from Matthew’s Gospel brings us 
the lesson which we can, in every way, hold to be true 
as the “testament of Jesus” by the Evangelist, who had 
experienced the action of Mercy directly on himself. 
Jesus says that every time we give food to the hungry 
and drink to the thirsty, cloth the naked and welcome 
the foreigner, visit the sick or imprisoned, we do the 
same to him (cf. Mt 25:31-46). The Church calls these 

actions “corporal works of mercy”, because they assist 
people with their material necessities.

There are also, however, seven other works of mercy 
called “spiritual”, which pertain to other equally impor-
tant needs, especially today, because they touch the 
person’s soul, and often create the greatest suff ering. 
We certainly remember a phrase which has entered 
into the common language: “Bear wrongs patiently”. 
And there are; there are troublesome people! It might 

seem like a minor thing which makes us smile, but 
instead contains a feeling of profound charity; it is the 

same for the other six [spiritual works of mercy], 
which are good to remember: counsel the 

doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admon-
ish sinners, console the affl  icted, 

pardon off ences, pray to God for 
the living and the dead. These are 
daily things! “But I am affl  icted...” 
— “But God will help you, I don’t 

have time...”. No! I stop myself, I listen, 
I give my time and console him; that 
is an act of mercy, and it is done not 

only to him, it is done to Jesus!

In the following Catecheses, we will refl ect 
on these works which the Church presents to us as the 
concrete way of living out mercy. Over the course of 
centuries, many simple people have put this into prac-
tice, giving their sincere witness of faith. The Church, 
after all, faithful to her Lord, nourishes a preferential 
love for the weakeSt Often it is the people closest to 
us who need our help. We should not go out in search 
of some unknown business to accomplish. It is better 
to begin with the simplest, which the Lord tells us is 
the most urgent. In a world which, unfortunately, has 
been damaged by the virus of indiff erence, the works 
of mercy are the best antidote. In fact, they educate 
us to be attentive to the most basic needs of “the least 

Jesus, in his words and actions, is the Incarnation of 

He, in return, taught his disciples: 
“Be merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful” (Lk 6:36). It is a responsibility 
that challenges the conscience and ac-
tions of every Christian. In fact, it is 
not enough to experience God’s 

receives it must also become 

not only reserved for particu-
lar moments, but it embraces our 

How can we, therefore, be witnesses 

We certainly remember a phrase which has entered 
into the common language: “Bear wrongs patiently”. 
And there are; there are troublesome people! It might 

seem like a minor thing which makes us smile, but 
instead contains a feeling of profound charity; it is the 

same for the other six [spiritual works of mercy], 
which are good to remember: counsel the 

doubtful, instruct the ignorant, admon-
ish sinners, console the affl  icted, 

have time...”. No! I stop myself, I listen, 
I give my time and console him; that 
is an act of mercy, and it is done not 

only to him, it is done to Jesus!

Corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy
POPE FRANCIS 

GENERAL AUDIENCE
St Peter’s Square - Wednesday, 12 October 2016
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of these my brethren” (Mt 25:40), in whom Jesus is 
present. Jesus is always present there. Where there is 
need, there is someone who has need, be it material or 
spiritual. Jesus is there. Recognizing his face in those 
who are in need is one way to really confront indif-
ference. He allows us to be always vigilant, and avoid 
having Christ pass by without us recognizing him. It 
recalls to mind the words of St Augustine: “Timeo Iesum 
ranseuntem” (Serm., 88, 14, 13): “I fear the Lord passing 
by”, and I do not notice him; I fear that the Lord may 
pass before me in one of these little people in need, 
and I do not realize that it is Jesus. I fear that the Lord 
may pass by without my recognizing him! I wondered 
why St Augustine said he feared the passing by of Jesus. 
The answer, unfortunately, is in our behaviour: because 
we are often distracted, indifferent, and when the 
Lord closely passes us by, we lose the opportunity to 
encounter him. The works of mercy reawaken in us the 
need, and the ability, to make the faith alive and active 
with charity.

I am convinced that, through these simple, daily ac-
tions, we can achieve a true cultural revolution, like 
there was in the paSt If every one of us, every day, does 

one of these, this will be a revolution in the world! Eve-
ryone, each and every one of us. How many Saints are 
remembered even today, not for the great works which 
they accomplished, but for the charity which they knew 
how to impart! We think of the recently canonized 
Mother Teresa: we do not remember her because of the 
many houses she opened in the world, but because she 
stooped down to every person she found in the middle 
of the street in order to restore their dignity. How many 
abandoned children did she embrace in her arms; 
how many moribund people has she accompanied to 
eternity, holding their hands! These works of mercy are 
the features of the face of Jesus Christ, who takes care 
of his littlest brethren in order to bring the tenderness 
and closeness of God to each of them. May the Holy 
Spirit help us; may the Holy Spirit kindle within us the 
desire to live this way of life: at least once a day, at least! 
Let us again learn the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy by heart, and ask the Lord to help us put them 
into practice every day, and in those moments where 
we see Jesus in a person who is in need.

The teaching of Pope Francis will be continued. 
www.vatican.va

Works of Mercy
The Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy are actions we can perform  

that extend God’s compassion and mercy to those in need

Corporal Works of MerCy

The Corporal Works of Mercy  
are these kind acts by which we help  

our neighbours with their material  
and physical needs.

• To feed the hungry

• To give drink to the thirsty

• To clothe the naked

• To harbour the harbourless

• To visit the sick

• To ransom the captive

• To bury the dead

spiritual Works of MerCy

The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of 
compassion, as listed below, by which we 
help our neighbours with their emotional 

and spiritual needs.

• To instruct the ignorant

• To counsel the doubtful

• To admonish sinners

• To bear wrongs patiently

• To forgive offences willingly

• To comfort the afflicted

• To pray for the living and the dead
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What is 
Divine Mercy?

by Dr Robert Stackpole

Mercy presents us with a semantic problem. After all, the 
word mercy in contemporary English has a very restricted 
meaning. It is usually used to refer to an act of pardon, 
as in “Let me off , judge; have mercy” or “He threw himself 
on the mercy of the court.” In the Catholic tradition of 
theology, however, mercy means far more than just the 
cancellation of punishment. Far more then that.

In the Old Testament, there are two principle Hebrew 
words that we usually translate as mercy. First of 
all, there is the word hesed, which means “steadfast 
love, covenant love”. According to the Catholic Bibli-
cal scholar John L. Mckenzie, the word hesed is often 
used in Hebrew in connection with other words which 
bring out its meaning, such as hesed-emet (steadfast, 
dependable love), hesed-sedekah (righteous, holy love) 
and hesed-yesua (rescuing, saving love). In a remarkable 
endnote to his encyclical “Dives in Misericordia” (Rich in 
Mercy), Pope St John Paul II teaches that hesed contains 
the meaning of faithfulness to oneself, to ones own 
promises and commitments to others (note: Prof. Scott 
Hahn’s popular book on the Bible is entitled The Father 
Who Keeps His Promises). The Holy Father writes (note 52):

“When in the Old Testament the word hesed is used 
of the Lord, this always occurs in connection with 
the covenant that God established with Israel. This 
covenant was, on God’s part, a gift and a grace for 
Israel...God had made a commitment to respect it...
[this divine hesed] showed itself as what it was at 
the beginning, that is, as a love that gives, love more 
powerful than betrayal, grace stronger than sin.”

As we shall see, in a sense, the whole experience of 
Israel with God is an experience of His hesed-love (Is. 
54:10): “For the mountains may depart and the hills be 

removed, but my steadfast love [hesed] shall not depart 
from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be re-
moved, says the Lord who has compassion on you”. 

As John L. Mckenzie has written: 

“The entire history of the dealing of the Lord with 
Israel can be summed up as hesed; it is the domi-
nating motive which appears in His deeds, and the 
motive which gives unity and intelligibility to all His 
dealings with men” (Dictionary of the Bible).

The second most common word for God’s mercy in the 
Old Testament is the Hebrew word rachamim: tender, 
compassionate love, a love that springs from pity. Rach-
amim is often used in conjunction with hesed. It comes 
from a root word rechem, which means a mother’s 
womb. Thus, there is a special intimacy and responsive-
ness about this kind of love, and a special concern for 
the suff erings of others. The Holy Father sees hesed as, 
in a sense, a masculine form of love (steadfast, depend-
able, righteous, being true to oneself and true to one’s 
promises), while rachamim is more feminine (tender, 
responsive, compassionate, like a mother responding in 
love to the suff erings of her child).

In the New Testament, the Greek word that is usually 
translated as “mercy” is the word eleos. It can also be 
translated as loving kindness or tender compassion. The 
Greek word comes from a root word meaning oil that is 
poured out. Thus, when the Church sings in her liturgy 
the Greek words Kyrie Eleison and Christie Eleison, she is 
praying that the merciful love of God will be poured out 
upon her children, like holy oil from above. According 
to the ancient Fathers of the Church, the Church herself 
was born from the wounded side of Christ, when out of 
His heart there poured out blood and water, symbolic of 

essence of  Divine Mercy (1)
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all the graces of the two chief sacraments, Bap-
tism and the Eucharist (Jn 19:34). In short, eleos is 
God’s love poured out upon His people.

In the Latin tradition, the principal word for mercy 
is misericordia, which means, literally miserable 
heart. Fr George Kosicki, CSB, the great Divine 
Mercy evangelist, once summed up the mean-
ing of this Latin word as follows: misericordia 
means “having a pain in your heart for the pains of 
another, and taking pains to do something about 
their pain”

The most comprehensive statement by the Mag-
isterium on the meaning of Divine Mercy can be 
found in Pope John Paul II’s encyclical letter “Dives 
in Misericordia” (Rich in Mercy, 1981). In that en-
cyclical, the Holy Father made two very important 
statements about mercy. First, he wrote, “Mercy 
is love’s second name.” Secondly, he taught that 
mercy is “the greatest attribute of God.”

Let us look at each of these statements in turn.

1) Mercy is Love’s Second Name

Here the pope was not saying anything new. 
According to the Catholic theological tradition, 
mercy is a certain kind of love, a certain expres-
sion of love.

Love in general might be defined as a sharing and 
giving of oneself to another; a selfless seeking of 
the good of another. According to the Polish theo-
logian Fr Ignacy Rozycki (quoted in Pillars of Fire in 
my Soul: the Spirituality of St Faustina, Marian Press, 
2003, p.95):

“Traditional Catholic moral theology treats 
of the virtue of mercy as flowing from love of 
neighbour. Namely, it is that virtue which inclines us 
to offer assistance to a person suffering from want 
or misery. This being so, ‘mercy’ in moral theology... 
is not love itself but love’s result and extension.”

Thus, playing games with one’s children, or enjoying 
and sharing conjugal love with one’s spouse, or singing 
the praises of the Lord at Holy Eucharist, while each of 
these acts would be considered acts of “love” of various 
kinds, ordinarily we would not call them acts of “mercy.” 
On the other hand, giving bread to the hungry, drink 
to the thirsty, clothes to the naked, and shelter to the 
homeless - or indeed bringing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to the lost and the broken - these are all acts of 
merciful love: love stooping down to lift people out of 
their physical and spiritual miseries.

to be continued.

Jesus, Trust in You

Robert Stackpole (B.A. in History, Williams College, Massachu-
setts in 1982; Master of Letters in Theology, Oxford University, 
England in 1988) was an ordained Anglican pastor before be-
coming a Catholic in 1994. After his conversion, he obtained a 
Doctorate in Theology from the Pontifical University of St Thom-
as Aquinas in Rome (the “Angelicum”) in 2000.
In 1997 he began work as the Research Director, and later 
Director of the John Paul II Institute of Divine Mercy based in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts. In that capacity, he has been a 
speaker at many conferences, and the author and editor of 
numerous journal articles and books on the Divine Mercy mes-
sage and devotion, including Divine Mercy, A Guide From Gen-
esis To Benedict XVI (Marian Press, 2009). He regularly con-
tributes feature articles to the official Divine Mercy website 
(www.TheDivineMercy.org).
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Graces received through the intercession of Saint Faustina
I felt in my soul that  after my death I would be able to obtain more 

from the Lord Jesus than at the present time. (St Faustina Diary, 1614)

prayer to obtain grace 
through

the intercession of saint 
faustina

O Jesus, You inspired 
Saint Faustina with 
profound veneration for 
Your boundless Mercy. 
Grant me through her 
intercession, if it be Your 
holy will, the grace … 
for which I fervently pray. My 
sins render me unworthy of 
Your Mercy, but be mindful 
of Saint Faustina’s spirit of 
sacrifice and self-denial, 
and reward her virtue by 
granting the petition which, 
with childlike confidence,  
I present to You through her 
intercession.

Our Father…,   Hail Mary…,   
Glory…

saint faustina,  
pray for us.

Miracle received  
by Maureen Digan

Before the age of 15, Maureen 
Digan enjoyed a normal healthy 
life. Then she was struck down with 
a very serious, slowly progressive 
but terminal disease called lymph-
edema. This is a disease that does 
not respond to medication and 
does not go into remission. Within 
the next ten years Maureen had 
fifty operations and had lengthy 
confinements in the hospital of up 
to a year at a time. 

Friends and relations suggested 
she should pray and put her trust 
in God. But Maureen could not un-
derstand why God had allowed her 
to get this disease in the first place, 
and had lost her faith completely. 
Eventually her deteriorating condi-
tion would require the amputation 
of one leg. 

One evening while Maureen was 
in the hospital her husband Bob 
watched a film on Divine Mercy and 
there he became convinced of the 
healing powers of intercession by Sr  
Faustina. Bob persuaded Maureen 
and the doctors that she should 
go to the tomb of Sr Faustina in 
Poland. Together with her husband, 
son, and Fr  Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC (a priest of the Congregation of 
Marians of the Immaculate Concep-
tion), they travelled to St Faustina's 
tomb at the Shrine of The Divine 
Mercy Krakow, Lagiewniki, Poland. 

They arrived in Poland on March 
23, 1981 and Maureen went to 
confession for the first time since 
she was a young girl. At the tomb 
Maureen remembers saying "Okay, 
Faustina I came a long way, now do 
something." Innerly she heard Sr 
Faustina say: "If you ask for my help, 
I will give it to you." Suddenly she 
thought she was losing her mind. 
All the pain seemed to drain out 
of her body and her swollen leg, 
which was due to be amputated 
shortly, went back to its normal 
size. When she returned to the USA 
she was examined by five inde-
pendent doctors who came to the 
conclusion that she was completely 
healed. They had no medical expla-
nation for the sudden healing of 
this incurable disease. 

The accumulated evidence of this 
miracle was examined in consulta-
tion by five doctors appointed by 
the Sacred Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints. Having passed this 
test it was examined by a team of 
theologians, and finally by a team 
of cardinals and bishops. The cure 
was accepted by all as a miracle 
caused by Sr Faustina's intercession 
to the Divine Mercy. Sr Faustina was 
beatified on April 18, 1993.

People from around the world rely on St  Faustina  
to intercede on their behalf to Our Lord.

I know in my heart that  
Faustina put in a word with 
Jesus, and His Heart touched 
mine. It’s as simple as that.



The Rosary is a spiritual sword 
made by the Divine Craftsman. 
Popes and saints have repeatedly 
emphasized this reality. Pope Leo 
XIII stated very clearly: “The origin 
of this form of prayer [the Rosary] 
is divine rather than human.” The 
genius of this spiritual sword is that 
it is easily memorized and can be 
prayed anywhere, anytime, and in 
almost all circumstances. It encap-
sulates the life-giving wonders of 
the Sacraments and the teachings 
of the Church, and brings them into 
your home and into every aspect 
of your life. The Rosary is mobile, 
portable, and greatly feared by 
the enemy. Saint Louis de Mont-
fort once said: “The devils have an 
overwhelming fear of the Rosary. 
Saint Bernard says that the Angelic 
Salutation puts them to flight and 
makes all hell tremble.”

To pray the Rosary is to pray the 
Word of God. What better devo-
tional prayers could ever be said 

than the Our Father and the Hail 
Mary? The words of the Our Father 
came from the lips of Jesus Christ 
Himself. The words of the Angelic 
Salutation were uttered on God’s 
behalf by a holy angel (St Gabriel). 
God has providentially arranged for 
the majority of the prayers recited 
in the Rosary to be directed to 
Mary, because it is through her that 
the world received the instrument 
of our salvation, the flesh of the 
God-Man. Through Mary’s coop-
eration with God, the sacred Flesh 
and holy mysteries of the God-Man 
were entrusted to the Church. 
Through Mary, the God-Man has 
conquered the darkness and van-
quished the evil one forever. …

The Rosary is an evangelical tool 
that brings the light of Christ into 
all situations. It has the power to 
bring about world peace because 
the mysteries focus on the Truth, 
that is, on Jesus ChriSt The original 
purpose of the Rosary, as revealed 

to St Dominic by Our Lady, was to 
combat heresy (false teachings). 
This clarification of truth was not 
just meant for the 13th century, 
but for all time, since Jesus is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever 
(see Heb 13:8). For this reason, 
Pope Leo XIII rightly stated, “Our 
need of divine help is as great 
today as when the great Dominic 
introduced the use of the Rosary 
of Mary as a balm for the wounds 
of his contemporaries.”

In subsequent apparitions of Our 
Lady, as at Fatima, Mary reiterated 
that the Rosary should be prayed 
every day in order to help people 
return to Jesus Christ and have 
peace. She even noted that the 
Rosary has the power to stop wars. 
In light of that, it becomes plain 
that praying the Rosary benefits 
individuals, families, and the entire 
world. Popes and saints have inces-
santly taught this reality. Pope Leo 
XIII emphasized the following in 
this regard: “The Rosary, if devoutly 
used, is bound to benefit not only 
the individual but soci-ety at large.”

The Rosary was born in an age of 
chivalry. The world is once again 
in need of knights who are willing 
to fight for truth and peace. Only 
truth will bring about world peace. 
Today’s knight must use this spir-
itual weapon to win people back to 
the light of the Gospel. The forces 
of darkness in the world today 
threaten the very foundations of 
human civilization, but they are no 
match for the power of the Rosary. 
Historically, the Rosary has been 
proven to overcome all falsehoods. 
A Rosary crusade and a new Holy 
League are very much needed 
today to bring the light and peace 
of Christ back into souls. 

Hy pray tHe rosary?W
The following is an excerpt from the Marian Press title: 
“Champions of the Rosary: The History and Heroes of a 

Spiritual Weapon“ by Fr Donald Calloway, MIC
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From the Diary of St Faustina Divine Mercy in my soul

And so we read in the Diary:

When I went to the garden one 
afternoon, my Guardian Angel said 
to me, “Pray for the dying.” And so I 
began at once to pray the rosary with 
the gardeners for the dying. After the 
rosary, we said various prayers for the 
dying. (Diary, 314)

On Friday evening during the rosary, 
when I was thinking about tomor-
row’s journey and about the im-
portance of the matter which I was 
to present to Father Andrasz, fear 
seized me at the sight of my misery 
and incapability, and of the great-
ness of God’s work. Crushed by this 
suff ering, I submitted myself to the 
will of God. At that moment, I saw 
Jesus, in a bright garment, near my 
kneeler. He said, Why are you afraid 
to do My will? Will I not help you as 
I have done thus far? Repeat every 

one of My demands to those who 
represent Me on earth, but do only 
what they tell you to do. At that, 
certain strength entered my soul. 
(Diary, 489)

During the rosary today, 
I suddenly saw a ciborium with the 
Blessed Sacrament. The ciborium 
was uncovered and quite fi lled with 
hosts. From the ciborium came a 
voice: These hosts have been re-
ceived by souls converted through 
your prayer and suff ering. At this 
point, I felt God’s presence as a child 
would; I felt strangely like a child. 
(Diary, 709)

In the evening, when I was walking 
in the garden saying my rosary and 
came to the cemetery, opened the 
gate a little and began to pray for a 
while, and I asked them interiorly, 
“You are very happy are you not?” 

Then I heard 
the words, “We are happy in the 
measure that we have fulfi lled God’s 
will” - and then silence as before. I 
became introspective and refl ected 
for a long time on how I am fulfi lling 
God’s will and how I am profi ting 
from the time that God has given 
me. (Diary,  515)

The Rosary in the life of St Faustina was like the background of her life; the back-
ground for God’s apparitions she experienced. Although in the Diary we cannot 
fi nd any descriptions of the spectacular graces received by the Rosary, it is diffi  cult 
to imagine her without the Rosary. The Rosary was for St Faustina  like daily bread. 
The funeral of Sister Faustina Kowalska took place on the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Rosary, 7 October 1938.

Saint Faustina‘s handwritten Diaries 

Saint Faustina and the Rosary Prayer
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introduction

I saw, between heaven and earth, the Mother of God, 
clothed in a bright robe. She was praying with Her hands 
folded on Her bosom, Her eyes fi xed on Heaven. From 
Her Heart issued forth fi ery rays, some of which were 
turned toward Heaven while the others were covering 
our country (Diary, 33). O radiant Virgin, pure as crystal, 
all immersed in God, I off er You my spiritual life; arrange 
everything that it may be pleasing to Your Son. (Diary, 
844)

Through your hands, Mother of Mercy, I off er this prayer 
of the Rosary for the intention of the Holy Church, our 
Homeland and for the grace of repentance for sinners of 
the whole world...

Part i - the Joyful Mysteries

1. The Annunciation

This immense love and abyss 
of mercy are made known in 
the Incarnation. (Diary, 180) 
Before every Holy Commun-
ion I earnestly ask the Mother 
of God to help me prepare my 
soul for the coming of Her Son, 
and I clearly feel Her protection 
over me. I entreat Her to be so 
gracious as to enkindle in me 

the fi re of God’s love, such as burned in Her own pure 
heart at the time of the Incarnation of the Word of God. 
(Diary, 1114)

2. The Visitation

Jesus: My daughter, in this 
meditation, consider the love of 
neighbour. Is your love for your 
neighbour guided by My love? 
Do you pray for Your enemies? 
Do you wish well to those who 
have, in one way or another, 
caused you sorrow or off ended 
you? Know that whatever good 
you do, to any soul, I accept it as 

if you had done it to Me. (Diary, 1768)

3. The Birth of the Child Jesus

When I arrived at Midnight 
Mass, ... I steeped myself in 
deep recollection, during 
which time I saw the stable of 
Bethlehem fi lled with great 
radiance. The Blessed Virgin, 
all lost in the deepest of love, 
was wrapping Jesus in swad-
dling clothes, but Saint Joseph 
was still asleep. Only after the 

Mother of God put Jesus in the manger, did the light of 
God awaken Joseph, who also prayed. But after a while, 
I was left alone with Infant Jesus who stretched out His 
little hands to me, and I understood that I was to take 
Him in my arms. Jesus pressed His head against my 
heart and gave me to know, by His profound gaze, how 
good He found it to be next to my heart. (Diary, 1442)

4. The Presentation of Jesus in 
the Temple

O Mary, today (because of the 
prophetic words of Simeon) a 
terrible sword has pierced Your 
holy soul. Except for God, no 
one knows of Your suff ering. 
Your soul does not break; it is 
brave, because it is with Jesus. 
Sweet Mother, unite my soul to 
Jesus, because it is only then 

that I will be able to endure all trials and tribulations, 
and only in union with Jesus will my little sacrifi ces be 
pleasing to God. Sweetest Mother, continue to teach me 
about the interior life. May the sword of suff ering never 
break me. O pure Virgin, pour courage into my heart and 
guard it. (Diary, 915)

5. The Finding of Jesus in the 
Temple

I look for no happiness beyond 
my own interior where God 
dwells. I rejoice that God dwells 
within me; here I abide with 
Him unendingly: it is here that 
my greatest intimacy with Him 
exists; here I dwell with Him 
in safety; here is a place not 

The Holy Rosary
Meditations on the Rosary 

based on the Diary of Saint Faustina
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probed by the human eye. The Blessed Virgin encour-
ages me to commune with God in this way. (Diary, 454)

Conclusion

O Mary, my Mother and my Lady, I off er You my soul, my 
body, my life and my death, and all that will follow it. I 
place everything in Your hands. O my Mother, cover my 
soul with Your virginal mantle and grant me the grace 
of purity of heart, soul and body. Defend me with Your 
power against all enemies. (Diary, 79)

Part ii - The Luminous Mysteries

Introduction

O Light eternal, who came to this earth, enlighten my 
mind and strengthen my will that I may not give up in 
times of great affl  iction. May Your light dissipate all the 
shadows of doubt. May Your omnipotence act through 
me. I trust in You, O uncreated Light! (Diary, 830)

1. The Baptism of Jesus in the 
Jordan

Once after Holy Communion, 
I heard these words: ‘You are 
Our dwelling place’. At the mo-
ment, I felt in my soul the pres-
ence of the Holy Trinity, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. I felt that I was the tem-
ple of God. I felt I was a child of 
the Father. I cannot explain all 

this, but the spirit understands it well. O infi nite Good-
ness, how low You stoop to Your miserable creature! 
(Diary, 451). Thank You, God, for Holy Baptism which 
engrafted me into Your family, a gift great beyond all 
thought or expression which transforms my soul. (Diary, 
1286)

2. Jesus Reveals His Glory at 
the Wedding of Cana

I remained alone with the Most 
Holy Mother who instructed me 
about the will of God and how 
to apply it to my life, submitting 
completely to His most holy de-
crees. It is impossible for one to 
please God without obeying 
His holy will. ‘My daughter, I 
strongly recommend that you 

faithfully fulfi l all God’s wishes, for that is most pleasing 
in His holy eyes. I very much desire that you distinguish 
yourself in this faithfulness in accomplishing God’s will. 
Put the will of God before all sacrifi ces and holocausts.’ 
(Diary, 1244)

3. The Proclamation of 
the Kingdom of God

The Lord said to me, ‘Do not 
tire of proclaiming My mercy’. 
O Eternal Love, I want all the 
souls You have created to come 
to know You. I would like to be 
a priest, for then I would speak 
without cease about Your mer-
cy to sinful souls drowned in 
despair. I would like to be a mis-

sionary and carry the light of faith to savage nations in 
order to make You known to souls, and to be completely 
consumed for them and to die a martyr’s death, just as 
You died for them and for me. O Jesus, I know only too 
well that I can be a priest, a missionary, a preacher, and 
that I can die a martyr’s death by completely emptying 
and denying myself for love of You, O Jesus and of im-
mortal souls. (Diary, 1521, 302)

4. The Transfi guration of Jesus

My Jesus, penetrate me 
through and through so that I 
might be able to refl ect You in 
my whole life. Divinize me so 
that my deeds may have super-
natural value. I want to be com-
pletely transformed into Your 
mercy and to be Your refl ec-
tion, O Lord. May the greatest 
of all divine attributes, that of 

Your unfathomable mercy, pass through my heart and 
soul to my neighbour. (...) O my Jesus, transform me into 
Yourself, for you can do all things. (Diary, 1242, 163)

5. The Institution of 
the Eucharist

Today during Holy Mass I saw 
the Crucifi ed Jesus. Jesus was 
nailed to the cross and was 
in great agony. His suff ering 
pierced me, soul and body, in 
a manner which was invisible, 
but nevertheless most painful. 
(...) Oh, what awesome mys-
teries take place during Mass! 

With what great devotion should we listen to and take 
part in this death of Jesus. One day we will know what 
God is doing for us in each Mass, and what sort of gift He 
is preparing in it for us. Only His divine love could permit 
that such a gift be provided for us. (Diary, 913-914)
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Conclusion

Jesus, source of life, sanctify me. O my strength, fortify 
me. My Commander, fi ght for me. Only light of my soul, 
enlighten me. My Master, guide me. I entrust myself to 
You, as a little child does to its mother’s love. Even if 
all things were to conspire against me, and even if the 
ground were to give way under my feet, I would be at 
peace close to Your heart. (Diary, 1490) 

Part iii - The Sorrowful Mysteries

Introduction

Jesus told me that I please Him best by meditating on 
His sorrowful Passion, and by such meditation much 
light falls upon my soul. He who wants to learn true hu-
mility should refl ect upon the Passion of Jesus...

I want to resemble You, O Jesus, - You crucifi ed, tortured 
and humiliated. Jesus, imprint upon my heart and soul 
Your own humility. I love You, Jesus, to the point of mad-
ness, You who were crushed with suff ering as described 
by the prophet, (cf. Is 53:2-9).  (Diary, 267)

1. The Agony of Jesus 
in the Garden

In the evening, when I entered 
the small chapel, I heard these 
words in my soul: My daughter, 
consider these words: “And be-
ing in agony, He prayed more 
earnestly.” When I started to 
think about them more deeply, 
much light streamed into my 
soul. I learned how much we 

need perseverance in prayer and that our salvation of-
ten depends on such diffi  cult prayer. (Diary, 157)

2. The Scourging of Jesus 
at the Pillar

I saw how the Lord Jesus 
suff ered as He was being 
scourged. Oh, such an incon-
ceivable agony! How terri-
bly Jesus suff ered during the 
scourging! O poor sinners, on 
the day of judgment how will 
you face the Jesus whom you 
are now torturing so cruelly? 

His blood fl owed to the ground, and in some places 
His fl esh started to fall off . I saw a few bare bones on 
His back. The meek Jesus moaned softly and sighed. 
(Diary, 188)

3. The Crowning of Jesus 
with Thorns

After the scourging, the tortur-
ers took the Lord and stripped 
Him of His own garment, which 
had already adhered to the 
wounds; as they took it off , His 
wounds reopened; then they 
threw a dirty and tattered scar-
let cloak over the fresh wounds 
of the Lord. The cloak, in some 

places, barely reached His knees. They made Him sit on 
a piece of beam. And then they wove a crown of thorns, 
which they put on His sacred head. They put a reed in His 
hand and made fun of Him, bowing to Him, as to a king. 
Some spat in His face, while others took the reed and 
struck Him on the head with it. Others caused Him pain 
by slapping Him; still others covered His face and struck 
Him with their fi sts. Jesus bore all this with meekness... 
They tried to outdo each other in insulting the Lord. I 
refl ected: Where does such malice in man come from? It 
is caused by sin. Love and sin have met. (Diary, 408)

4. Jesus Carries His Heavy Cross

The world still has no idea of 
all that Jesus suff ered. I accom-
panied Him to the Garden of 
Gethsemane; I stayed with Him 
in the prison; I went with Him 
before the judges; I underwent 
with Him each of the tortures. 
Not a single one of His move-
ments or looks escaped my 
notice. I came to know all the 

omnipotence of His love and His mercy toward souls. 
(Diary, 1054)

5. The Crucifi xion and Death 
of Jesus 

At three o’clock, I saw the Lord 
Jesus, crucifi ed, who looked 
at me and said, I thirSt Then 
I saw two rays issue from His 
side, just as they appear in the 
image. I then felt in my soul 
the desire to save souls and 
to empty myself for the sake 
of poor sinners. (Diary, 648)

Jesus’ mortal life was coming to an end. I heard His 
seven words; then He looked at me and said, Beloved 
daughter of My Heart, you are My solace amidst terrible 
torments. (Diary, 1058)
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Mother of God, Your soul was plunged into a sea of bit-
terness; look upon Your child and teach her to suff er and 
to love while suff ering. Fortify my soul that pain will not 
break it. Mother of grace, teach me to live by [the power 
of ] God. (Diary, 315)

Part iV - The Glorious Mysteries

Introduction

O sweet Mother of God, I model my life on You; You 
are for me the bright dawn; O Mother, Immaculate 
Virgin, in You the divine ray is refl ected, midst storms, 
‘tis You who teach me to love the Lord, O my shield and 
defence from the foe. (Diary, 1232)

1. The Resurrection of Jesus

Today, during the [Mass of the] 
Resurrection, I saw the Lord Je-
sus in the midst of a great light. 
He approached me and said: 
Peace be to you, My children, 
and He lifted up His hand and 
gave His blessing. The wounds 
in His hands, feet and side were 
indelible and shining. When He 
looked at me with such kind-

ness and love, my whole soul drowned itself in Him. And 
He said to me, You have taken a great part in My Pas-
sion; therefore I now give you a great share in My joy and 
glory. (Diary, 205)

2. The Ascension of Jesus 
into Heaven

Today I accompanied the Lord 
Jesus as He ascended into 
heaven... Then I saw myself 
in the midst of a huge crowd 
of disciples and apostles, to-
gether with the Mother of God. 
Jesus was telling them to... Go 
out into the whole world and 
teach in My name. He stretched 

out His hands and blessed them and disappeared in a 
cloud. I saw the longing of Our Lady. Her soul yearned 
for Jesus with the whole force of Her love. But She was 
so peaceful and so united to the will of God that there 
was not a stir in Her heart but for what God wanted. 
(Diary, 1710)

3. The Descent of the Holy 
Spirit

I am reliving those moments 
with Our Lady. With great 
longing, I am waiting for the 
Lord’s coming. Great are my 
desires. I desire that all human-
kind come to know the Lord. 
I would like to prepare all na-
tions for the coming of the 
Word Incarnate. O Jesus, make 

the fount of Your mercy gush forth more abundantly, for 
humankind is seriously ill. (Diary, 793)

4. The Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary

During meditation, God’s pres-
ence pervaded me keenly, and 
I was aware of the Virgin Mary’s 
joy at the moment of Her As-
sumption... I remained alone 
with the Most Holy Mother who 
instructed me about the will of 
God and how to apply it to my 
life, submitting completely to 

His most holy decrees. (Diary, 1244) She said, The soul’s 
true greatness is in loving God and in humbling oneself 
in His presence, completely forgetting oneself and be-
lieving oneself to be nothing; because the Lord is great, 
but He is well-pleased only with the humble; He always 
opposes the proud. (Diary, 1711)

5. Coronation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary

From the early morning, I felt 
the nearness of the Blessed 
Mother. During Holy Mass, I saw 
Her, so lovely and so beautiful 
that I have no words to express 
even a small part of this beauty. 
She was all [in] white, with a 
blue sash around Her waiSt Her 
cloak was also blue, and there 

was a crown on Her head. Marvellous light streamed 
forth from Her whole fi gure. She said these words: ‘I 
am the Queen of heaven and earth, but especially the 
Mother of your’ [Congregation]. (Diary, 805)

Conclusion

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, take me under Your special 
protection and guard the purity of my soul, heart and 
body. You are the model and star of my life. (Diary, 874)
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D i V i N e   M e r C y    
publications and religious items for October

order on line: www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk 
call: 020 8998 0925 or email: info@divinemercy.org.uk 

or write to: Divine Mercy Apostolate  
1 Courtfield Gardens, Londnon W13 0EY

The Holy Rosary
New version of a classic 
booklet. Includes an intro-
duction based on the Apos-
tolic Letter “Rosary of the Vir-
gin Mary” by St John Paul II.  
Pocket size, 64 pages  
£ 3.00 + postage £ 0.90
Order: THRB  

Faustina, Saint for Our 
Times  
A Personal Look at Her Life, 
Spirituality, and Legacy
Fr G. Kosicki explores why 
she is the saint of the new 
millennium and how her 
mission of mercy continues 
today. Read why it’s a mis-
sion that the papacies of St 
John Paul II, Benedict XVI  
and now Francis have em-
braced.
PB, Size A5,  167 pages   
£12.90 + postage £ 1.10 
Order: SFT     

Praying with St Maria 
Faustina
A Treasury of Prayers 
from the Diary of St Maria 
Faustina  
Nearly 150 prayers drawn 
from St Faustina’s Diary are 
arranged in this book under 
subjects ranging from “Love 
of God” to “Night Prayer.” 
Pocket size,  120 pages   
£ 4.50 + postage £ 0.90
Order: PWSF2   

The Letters of St Faustina
The book includes 40 letters 
of St Faustina to her confes-
sor, Mother Superior and 
other Sisters from the Con-
gregation.
HB,  size A5, 254 pages   
£ 7.50 + postage £ 1.00
Order: LGBK

Pray the Rosary Daily
A complete guide to 
praying the Rosary. 
Leaflet, size 9.5 x 14.5 cm 
Pack of 10 copies  
£ 3.00 including postage
Order: PR2   

Rosary Gems
Inspired by his own love for 
the rosary and the saints, Fr 
D. Calloway has gathered 
and arranged into one 
book one of the largest 
collections of quotes on 
the rosary to ever appear in 
print. The quotes have been 
selected from the writings 
of popes, saints, blessed, 
and the many venerable 
of the Church. This is the 
perfect book to help you 
rediscover the power and 
wisdom of the holy rosary!
PB, Size 13 x16 cm. 246 
pages  £12.95 + postage £ 
1.10  Order: RGEM

Celebrating Centenary of the Apparition of the Blessed 
Virgin in Fatima we recommend MeDiCiNe of tHe 
iMMaCulate Heart of Mary - a box containing a full 
size Rosary beads and the leaflet explaining how to recite 
the Holy Rosary. 
£ 3.90 + £ 1.10 postage 
Order: MED
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Myst ical  Temple of  God
Chapter 20 The Tutelar Patrons of the Mystical Temple

Our singular Tutelar Patrons, who are to be revered 
by us with singular honour are: the most August and 
Supereminent Virgin, the Mother of God, our Guard-
ian Angel, and the Saint whose name, as given us, we 
have.

Who could adequately explain the care the most Holy 
Mother has for us? I would like to do so, if I could. Yet I 
know that she is concerned for us in no other way than 
she was concerned for Christ the Lord, her only and 
most beloved son, since she recognizes that we are 
his members. I can mentally grasp almost all the good 
that she does for us, but I lack the words 
with which to set them forth for others to 
consider. And so I say briefl y : We have all 
things through Mary, and, after God, it is in 
her that we live, move and have our being. 
“After God” (as Albert the Great thinks) “she 
is the source of all grace in us” ( Mar. 1. Gen. 
n. 12).  Hence Bernard most devoted to her 
says: “We venerate Mary with all the depth 
of our hearts, with all the ardour of our 
hearts, and with our desires: because such 
is the will of him who wished us to have all 
through Mary”.

Our second tutelar patron is the Angel, to whose 
guardianship we were entrusted soon after we be-
gan to exiSt O how much service, how much care we 
receive from him! David, greatly refi ned by Divine 
Wisdom, addresses man as follows: “No evil shall befall 
you, no affl  iction come near your tent. For God com-
mands the angels to guard you in all your ways” (LV Ps 
91:11). As if he had said in brief: hedged about by the 
guardianship of your tutelar Spirit no one should fear 
danger, no one should tremble before evil. Saint Au-
gustine recognized how much the Angel’s protection 
confers on man, as he himself declares before God in 
the following words: Our Guardian Angels “support us 
with great care and watchful eagerness at all times and 
in all places, coming to aid us and providing for our 
necessities, and passing with great solicitude between 
us and you, O Lord, bringing our groans and sighs to 
you, that they may obtain for us an easy mercy from 
your benevolence, and may bring down from you the 
desired blessing of your grace.” (Soliloquies c. 27[,3]). 
Yet what impels them to such great care of us? Their 

love for us; “they love” (says the same author) “their 
fellow citizens, by whose society they expect that the 
ruin of the schism [caused by the rebellious Angels] 
may be repaired’ (ibid.). Hence they are near us with 
such great perseverance that they do not neglect even 
the greatest sinner, yet to his last breath continually 
watching for his conversion. O how great are the good 
deeds each mortal could do, how great are the merits 
he could win for himself, how great are the evils he 
could avoid, if he paid attention and obeyed to this 
holy spirit, given him by God the father of the heavenly 
luminaries [cf. James 1:17], as his guide and leader?

Finally the third tutelar patron is that Saint, 
whose name we took for ourselves either 
in Holy Baptism or in Holy Confi rmation. 
For we call such saints our patrons, because 
they do more for us than temporal patrons 
would wish to do for their clients. Is the 
good God angry with us? They appease 
His anger; does He not grant our requests? 
They intercede on our behalf; does He want 
to punish us? They restrain Him; does He 
spare us? They thank Him. They favour our 

good deeds, favour our merits, favour our happiness, 
and await us with far greater longing than companions 
in port await for the shipwrecked.

And therefore, as is the custom of the Church, I would 
devoutly suggest that we celebrate the recurring fes-
tivities of these our tutelar patrons with an octave. In 
what way? On each of the eight days let us do some-
thing pious and good in their honour. On one day one 
should attend the sacrifi ce of the Mass, on another 
give alms, on another apply some mortifi cation to the 
body, on another pardon wrongs, if there are any to be 
pardoned, and on another, if there are none, acquire 
virtues, on another we should practice some work of 
mercy, on another say our prayers with greater fervour, 
and on another live in great recollection and devo-
tion. Finally we should perform whatever is acceptable 
to God, whatever brings honour to our patrons and 
whatever is salutary to us and our neighbour, because 
of our love and reverence due to them. In this way we 
shall have honoured our Tutelar Patrons in the best 
way.
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Through the intercession of Saint Stanislaus Papczynski

Vision restored 
I was healed through the intercession of Saint 
Stanislaus Papczynski.

The favour that I received from him was the restoration 
of my eyesight and healing of my nervous system.  
I had multiple sclerosis. Since I had the means, the best 
specialists treated me. However, I began feeling worse.  
I could not even walk to the nearby doctor’s office 
without my walking stick. I prayed for healing to 
Our Lady of Lourdes, but my condition continued to 
worsen. I lived in such sufferings for nine years.  
My body was aching, but my soul suffered far more.

In my illness, I was given to recognize my every act that 
offended God whenever I broke the commandment 
of loving Him and my neighbour. My suffering let me 
understand what sin is.

In the ninth year of my trials, when I was in my parish 
church, the priest was distributing prayer cards 
with the novena to Mary Immaculate through the 
intercession of the Saint Stanislaus Papczynski. I took 
this card and prayed in my heart: ‘Saint Stanislaus, how 
am I to pray and recite this novena, if I cannot see the 
letters? Please give me back my eyesight.’ And within 
my heart I heard a voice saying: ‘You shall recover your 
sight.’ I was positive that I would see again.

My healing came quickly on the Assumption of Our 
Lady, on August 15. My eyesight has been restored. I 
can read and write, and my overall condition has also 
improved. I feel now almost as good as I did before 
my illness. The ailments of my nervous system also 
went away.

TN

Painful lump disappears 
In July, I suddenly felt very ill. An examination showed 
tuberculosis of the vertebra in an advanced stage. 
According to the opinion of specialists at the Army 
Hospital in Warsaw, my illness had reached its third 
stage, which was confirmed by X-rays.

One of the vertebrae in my spinal column was badly 
damaged. I was hospitalized for several months, unable 
even to sit up since there was a danger of breaking my 
weakened spine. After three months of intensive care, 
there was still no sign of improvement.

Then, in October, my mother had a Holy Mass offered 

for my intention through the intercession of the Saint 
Stanislaus Papczynski. On the day of the Mass, I was 
fervently praying to St Papczynski for my health.

The next night I could not sleep due to some strange 
excitement, and suddenly I felt that something had 
happened in my spine. I experienced a kind of pain as if 
I had been cut by a scalpel. At once, I felt the sore spot 
on my spine where for months there had been a big 
lump and under it - an ossified painful growth. Instead 
of this big painful lump, I found only a small remnant 
and a little swelling.

I understood that a miracle through the intercession of 
the Saint Stanislaus had been granted to me.

In the morning, there was the usual doctors’ visit. They 
saw at once the difference in my health condition and 
noticed that the big lump was gone. Their amazement 
was limitless.

I began to recover very quickly, and soon I was released 
from the hospital. The tuberculosis has not returned.

I constantly pray to St Stanislaus and I am eternally 
grateful to him for his help in restoring my health.

HN

A PRAYER TO OBTAIN GRACES THROUGH THE  
INTERCESSION OF SAINT STANISLAUS PAPCZYNSKI

Saint Stanislaus, gracious intercessor before God, defender of 
the oppressed and patron of those in mortal danger, you always 

zealously served Jesus and His Immaculate Mother for the 
salvation of immortal souls and you took pity on every misery. 

Trusting in your intercession, I have recourse to you, and I ask that 
you do not deny me your help. By your earnest prayers, obtain for 

me from God the grace …  for which I beg you with trust, and 
help me, all my life long, to fulfil the will of the Heavenly Father. 

Amen.
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On June 5, 2016, Pope Francis proclaimed a Saint of the 
Catholic Church the Founder of the Congregation of 
Marian Fathers. Since that day, devotion to St Stanislaus 
Papczynski developed on a scale that has surprised 
even his most devout venerators. 

For many years, holy Fr Papczynski, who lived more that 
300 years ago, remained a mysterious and little known 
character. All this has changed recently since this Saint 
has “reacquainted” himself with the faithful, by obtain-
ing from God many miracles and extraordinary graces. 

His canonization process not only led to the elevation 
to the altars of the Marian Founder – the event eagerly 
awaited for over three centuries – but also brought 
closer to the faithful the person of the new Saint and 
his teaching, so very relevant for our times. The numer-
ous testimonies about graces granted through the 
intercession of this saintly Father were collected and 

published as a book entitled Miracles and Graces Grant-
ed Through the Intercession of St Stanislaus Papczynski. 
Pregnant women, couples trying for children, the sick, 
the suffering, and those in difficult life circumstances 
can count on Fr  Stanislaus particular regard. 

Since the canonization, many inexplicable phenomena 
have come to pass practically in every place where the 
Marian Fathers minister. One of them was the healing 
of a baby in his mother’s womb that occurred in the 
Philippines. Several independent doctors declared 
the unborn child to be in the death throes and recom-
mended immediate termination of the pregnancy. The 
woman, however, would not agree. She obtained from 
a Marian missionary the relic of St Stanislaus Papczyns-
ki. She held it in her hands and also placed on her belly 
as she recited the Novena through his intercession. 
And then she gave birth to a healthy child, something 
that the doctors were not able to explain, as Fr Andrzej 
Pakula, MIC, General Superior of the Marian Fathers has 
told us.

SaiNT STaNiSLauS PaPczyNSKi 
A Year After His Canonization

Devotion to St Stanislaus Papczynski  
is popular among the Cameroon youth

Devotion to St Stanislaus among the Vietnamese

Venerators of St Stanislaus Papczynski praying at his tomb at 
Marianki in Gora Kalwaria, Poland

Canonization Day
Vatican June, 2016
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The custodian of relics of St Stanislaus Papczynski 
received such a great number of requests for relics that 
a number of applicants had to be placed on a wait-
ing liSt The letters arrived from all over the world, i.e., 
from the U.S., the Philippines, Cameroon, Kazakhstan, 
Latvia, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic. The most 
recent ones came from India, Brazil, and Vietnam. The 
Novena to St Stanislaus has been translated into many 
different languages. The first parish in the world placed 
under the invocation of St Stanislaus Papczynski was 
opened on September 18, 2016, in a town near Kigali in 
Rwanda. School and college students in the Philippines 
chose him as their patron for the most difficult exams. 
Prior to going to the health center for delivering their 
babies, pregnant women from the Nyakinama parish in 
Rwanda stop before the statue of the St Stanislaus, ask-
ing for help for themselves and good health for their 
babies.

The novena to St Stanislaus Papczynski enjoys great 
popularity in Poland. More than 91,000 people visited 
the Novena page on the site of the Association of Mar-

ian Helpers in Poland. Two films were produced for the 
canonization: Father Stanislaus’s Cenacle and Saved to 
Save the Others. Thanks to various TV stations, as well 
as many DVDs, more than 2 million people saw these 
movies. Five thousand guests visited the Gora Kalwaria 
museum dedicated to the new Saint. During a three-
month period, the faithful coming to pray at St Stan-
islaus’ tomb filled with their names and notes the entire 
visitors’ book that previously was sufficient for a num-
ber of years. The combined releases of books about the 
holy Fr Stanislaus numbering nearly 150,000 copies 
were completely exhausted. 

“We can talk about a true devotion to a saint only when 
the faithful consciously choose to imitate his virtues”, – 
said Fr. Wojciech Skora, MIC, Custodian of St Stanislaus 
Papczynski’s tomb in Gora Kalwaria. – “And this is al-
ready happening. Our pilgrims tell us: “Father Stanislaus 
had to overcome so many obstacles in his life, but he 
always trusted in God, in every circumstance. I would 
like to do the same.”  
         Maciej talar 

The Image of St Stanislaus Papczynski at the entrance to the chapel 
of the House of Studies in Karumathur, India

Members of Divine Mercy  
Apostolate , Rome, June 2016
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From the Apostolate...
   Photo Gallery of the Recent Retreats and Events  
       organised by Divine Mercy Apostolate

pilgrimage to poland, 7 -14 June 2017

8th National 
pilgrimage to 
Walsingham 
3 June 2017

Divine Mercy Shrine, Krakow, Lagiewniki

Christ Passion Shrine, Kalwaria Zebrzydowska

St John Paull II Shrine, Krakow

Marian Fathers Church, Zakopane
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Divine Mercy retreat  
12 august 2017

st John fisher Church,  
london sW20 9DB

first friday
17 august 2017

Church of our lady  
london W5 5pD

Divine Mercy 
retreat  

19 august 2017
Church of Mary 
Mother of God 

london 
eN3 7ar



20 2 [75 ] 2017 | MESSENGER OF DIVINE MERCY

fr
o

m
 t

h
e

 A
p

o
st

o
la

te

From the Apostolate...
You are warmly invited to the monthly prayer groups 

and events organised by the Divine Mercy Apostolate, 
Marian Fathers

DiViNe MerCy pilGriMaGes & retreats
30 september 2017 Christ the King Church, Harrowden Road, Bedford, MK42 0SP 11 am – 5 pm

14 october 2017 St George Church, 970 Harrow Road, Sudbury, Wembley, Middx HA0 2QE 
 11 am – 5 pm

28 october 2017  St John Fisher Church, 41/42 Langdale Gardens, Perivale, Greenford, 
 Middlesex, UB6 8DQ 11 am – 5 pm

4 November 2017  Sacred Heart Church,  Edge Hill, Wimbledon, London SW19 4LU 
 11 am - 4.30 pm

11 November 2017 St Agnes Church, 35 Cricklewood Lane, London NW2 1HR 11 am – 5 pm

16 – 20 Nov. 2017 Pilgrimage to Knock, Ireland

26 November 2017   St Matthews Church, Safron Drive, Allerton, Bradford, BD15 7NQ. 2 pm – 6 pm

9 December 2017   St Edward the Confessor Church, 700 Finchley Road, Golders Green 
 NW11 7NE 11 am – 5 pm  

for additional information and to organise a retreat at your parish church contact our offi  ce:
Divine Mercy apostolate, 1 Courtfi eld Gardens, West ealing, london W13 0ey tel. 020 8998 0925

MARIAN DAY OF PRAYER 
TO THE DIVINE MERCY 

Divine Mercy Apostolate
1 Courtfi eld Gardens 

West Ealing 
London W13 0EY

tel. 020 8998 0925 

First Saturday
of the Month 

10.30 am - 4.30 pm

Please call to check in advance

Church of Our Lady 
2 Windsor Road, Ealing 

London W5 5PD

2 minute walk from Ealing 
Broadway station

2.00 pm Exposition

2.30 pm Chaplet

3.00 pm Hour of Mercy

3.30 pm Holy Mass

4.30 pm Tea and Coffee 

THE HOUR OF MERCY
First Friday Every Month

Divine Mercy Apostolate of Marian Fathers Charitable Trust 
is a Registered Charity No: 1075608.

All our pastoral work, retreats, conferences, publications and 
others are solely depended on the donations made by 

Divine Mercy Apostolate members and supporters.
Please, be generous in your off erings and if possible make your 

donation Gift Aided (forms are send on request). 

How to make a donation:
On our website: www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk

click the DONATIONS tag and follow the link to Paypal.
If you would like to arrange a transfer or make a regular 

standing order payment our bank details are:
Marian Fathers Charitable Trust – Apostolate  

Barclay Bank: Sort Code 20-39-53
Account No: 80125997

You can also make a donation via Debit/ Credit Card
God bless and thank you for your support

THE WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR PASTORAL ACTIVITIES



The message of the 
Divine Mercy is sim-
ple. It is that God 
loves us – all of us. 
And, He wants us to 
recognise that His 
mercy is greater than 
our sins, so that we 
will call upon Him 
with trust, receive 
His mercy, and let it 
fl ow through us to 
others. Thus, all will 
come to share His joy. 

This message and de-
votion to Jesus as the Divine Mercy is based on the 
writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun 
who, in obedience to her spiritual director, wrote a 
diary (Divine Mercy in My Soul) recording the rev-
elations she received about God’s mercy. Even be-
fore her death in 1938, the devotion to the Divine 
Mercy had begun to spread.
The message and devotional practices proposed 
in the Diary of Saint Faustina are completely in 
accordance with the teachings of the Church and 
are fi rmly rooted in the Gospel message of our 
Merciful Saviour. Properly understood and imple-
mented, they will help us grow as genuine follow-
ers of Christ. 
Take time to learn more about the mercy of God, 
learn to trust in Jesus, and live your life as one 
who is merciful to others, as Christ .

THE ELEMENTS OF THE 
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION
based on Jesus’ words to St Faustina

The Feast of Mercy
Divine Mercy Sunday 

I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge 
and shelter for all souls, and especially for 
poor sinners. On that day the very depths 
of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who 
approach the fount of My mercy. The soul 
that will go to Confession and receive Holy 
Communion shall obtain complete forgive-
ness of sins and punishment. On that day all 
the divine � oodgates through which graces 
� ow are opened ... It is My desire that it be 
solemnly celebrated on the � rst Sunday after 
Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it 
turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary, 699) 

The Image of the Merciful Jesus 
Paint an image according to the pattern 
you see, with the signature: Jesus, I trust 
in You ... I promise that the soul that will 
venerate this image will not perish. I also 
promise victory over [its] enemies already 
here on earth, especially at the hour of 
death. I Myself will defend it as My own 
glory. (Diary 47,48) 
The two rays denote Blood and Water. The 
pale ray stands for the Water which makes 
souls righteous. The red ray stands for the 
Blood which is the life of souls ... These 
two rays issued forth from the very depths 
of My tender mercy when My agonised 
Heart was opened by a lance on the Cross. 
(Diary, 299) 
This image serves as a vessel for obtaining 
graces, and to be a sign which is to remind the 
world of the need to trust in God and to show 
mercy towards our neighbour. The words found 
in the signature beneath the image - Jesus I 
trust in You - speak of an attitude of trust.

The Hour of Mercy

At three o’clock, implore My mercy, especially 
for sinners; and, if only for a brief moment, 
immerse yourself in My Passion, particu-
larly in My abandonment at the moment of 
agony. This is the hour of great mercy for 
the whole world ... In this hour, I will refuse 
nothing to the soul that makes a request of 
Me in virtue of My Passion ... (Diary, 1320) 

From these instructions, it is clear that Jesus wants 
us to turn our attention to His Passion at the three 
o’clock hour to whatever degree our duties allow, 
and He wants us to ask for His mercy. We may 
not all be able to make the Stations of the Cross 
or adore Him in the Blessed Sacrament or say the 
Chaplet but we can always say a short prayer such 
as: ‘Jesus, Mercy’, or ‘Jesus, for the sake of Your 
Sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the 
whole world’ or The Three O’Clock Prayer: ‘You ex-
pired Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for 
souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the 
whole world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine 
Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Your-
self out upon us’. (Diary, 1319)

The Chaplet to the Divine Mercy 
Whoever will recite it will receive great 
mercy at the hour of death ... Priests will 
recommend it to sinners as their last hope of 
salvation. Even if there were a sinner most 
hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet 
only once, he would receive grace from My in-
� nite mercy ... I desire to grant unimaginable 
graces to those souls who trust in My mercy. 
(Diary, 687) 
In a vision to St Faustina, Jesus revealed a power-
ful prayer that He wanted everyone to say - the 
Chaplet to the Divine Mercy. He promised extraor-
dinary graces to those who would recite it. Prayed 
on ordinary rosary beads, it may be said at any 
time. But our Lord specifi cally requested that it be 
used as a novena on the nine days before the Feast 
of Mercy on the second Sunday of Easter. It is also 
especially appropriate to say the Chaplet during 
the Hour of Mercy. 
How to pray the Chaplet:
Begin with:  Our Father, Hail Mary, Creed
Then, on the fi ve large beads:
Eternal Father, I off er You the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and 
those of the whole world.
On the ten small beads:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy 
on us and on the whole world.
Conclude with (say 3 times):
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

 Spreading the Divine Mercy Devotion 
Souls who spread the honour of My mercy I 
shield through their entire lives as a tender 
mother her infant, and at the hour of death I 
will not be a Judge for them, but the Merciful 
Saviour. (Diary, 1075)
All those souls who will glorify My mercy and 
spread its worship, encouraging others to 
trust in My mercy, will not experience terror at 
the hour of death. My mercy will shield them 
in that � nal battle. (Diary, 1540) 
By these words Jesus encourages us to spread de-
votion to the Divine Mercy. The foundation for the 
worship and apostolate of the Divine Mercy is the 
testimony of one’s own life according to the spirit 
of this devotion; the spirit of childlike confi dence 
in the goodness and omnipotence of God accom-
panied by an active love of one’s neighbour. 

D I V I N E   M E R C Y  M E S S A G E   A N D   D E V O T I O N

J E S U S ,
 I  T R U S T  I N  Y O U



HoW  to  Be  aN  apostle  of  DiViNe  MerCy
The Divine Mercy Apostolate of the Marian Fathers as a part of the Asso-
ciation of Marian Helpers is a community of the Christian faithful, gathered 
freely in order to attain spiritual benefi ts and charitable  activity of the 
Church. The purpose of the Association is:
 •  to promote the message and devotion to the Divine Mercy; 
 •  to promote devotion to the Blessed  Virgin Mary, the Immaculate 
     Mother of God; 
   •  to assist the Souls suff ering in Purgatory; 
   •  to stimulate, foster and sustain priestly and religious vocations; 
 • to assist the members in their striving for holiness of life and in
    their active participation in the mission of the Church.
Membership in the Divine Mercy Apostolate is open to all the faithful - cler-
gy, religious, and laity - who in the spirit of the Marian Fathers, desire to 
more fully seek its assistance in striving towards Christian perfection.
The Apostolate accepts members on a perpetual or temporary basis and ad-
mits others to share in the spiritual benefi ts  of the Association of Marian 
Helpers.

The members share in the spiritual fruits of the Holy Masses, prayers, and 
good works of the Marian Fathers. Through our magazine Messenger of 

Divine Mercy, and various other materials, members receive information about 
the Marian family and are encouraged to work on their personal holiness.
Services include enrolment in the Association, novenas throughout the year, 
a mail order catalogue, national and overseas pilgrimages, spiritual retreats 
and conferences and a variety of publications which inform members about 
the work of the Marians while promoting message and devotion to the Di-
vine Mercy.
If you would like to be a member of the Divine Mercy Apostolate  and 
benefi t from the membership please return the enclosed form to us.
We will send you a welcome pack with detailed information.

Request Form (please fi ll in and post to):  
DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE
Marian Fathers 
1 Courtfi eld Gardens, London W13 0EY 
tel: 020 8998 0925 e-mail: info@divinemercy.org.uk

I would like to receive the quarterly magazine MESSENGER OF DIVINE MERCY.
The magazine is free of charge to the members of the Divine Mercy Apostolate.

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

Name

Address

Post code

Emaill

Telephone number

Dear Father John, 
I would like to receive more  information about 
becoming a member of the Divine Mercy Apostolate 
and the Association of Marian Helpers and also help 
others in deepening their devotion to the Divine 
Mercy.

II

D I V I N E  M E R C Y  A P O S T O L A T E
O p e n i n g  h o u r s :  Monday - Friday 9 am - 4 pm

D a i l y  M a s s :  Monday - Friday 2.30 pm
Hour of Mercy,  Exposition, Chaplet to the Divine Mercy:

Monday - Friday 3 pm
1 Courtfi eld Gardens, Ealing, London W13 0EY

T: 020 8998 0925;  E-mail: info@divinemercy.org.uk
divinemercyapostolate.co.uk. Registered Charity No: 1075608


